
Assemblyman

Fred W.
Thiele, Jr.

Dear Constituent:

For only the third time in the last 
28 years, New York State has complet-
ed an on-time State Budget, meeting 
the April 1 deadline mandated by the 
State Constitution. The recently enact-
ed $132.5 billion State Budget is about 
2.2% less than last year’s budget. The 
2011 State Budget eliminates a $10 
billion deficit, reduces State spend-
ing for the first time since 1995, and 
includes no new taxes. In addition, it 
reduces the estimated 2012 deficit from 
$15 billion to $2 billion. 

This State Budget institutes an his-
toric restructuring of State government, 
cutting the State bureaucracy by $1.4 
billion and consolidating eight existing 
State agencies into four. Our efforts to 
address the State’s fiscal crisis came 
with several difficult and painful de-
cisions. Unfortunately, important pri-
orities like education and health care 
were impacted by the need to eliminate 
the deficit. The Legislature did its best 
to mitigate cuts to the State’s highest 
priorities. I hope this report provides 
you with an inside look at the details of 
the 2011 New York State Budget.

Please feel free to contact me if I 
can be of any assistance to you. 

Sincerely, 

Assemblyman Fred Thiele

AID TO EDUCATION:
Legislature restores critical funding 

for schools and libraries
The 2011 State Budget appropriates $19.6 billion in aid to New 

York State’s more than 700 school districts; a reduction of $1.3 
billion from 2010. $608 million of this reduction resulted from the 
elimination of funding from the Federal Jobs Bill. This reflects a 
2.5% reduction in school districts’ total spending. 

The State Legislature restored $272 million to education over 
the Governor’s original proposal. The Governor’s plan would have 
cut school aid disproportionately to Long Island, with an average 
reduction of about 11%. The final budget insures that Long Island 
maintains its historical share of total aid. 

In addition, the final budget rejects the Governor’s proposal to 
shift $250 million in costs for programs such as summer school, spe-
cial education, and schools for the blind and deaf from State and Fed-
eral government onto school districts and the local property tax base.

Finally, the State Budget restores $20.4 million for Teachers 
Centers and $3 million for public libraries and permits school 
districts to tap excess reserves for employee benefits to offset 
any State aid cuts.
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Assemblyman Thiele greets William Floyd and Eastport-South Manor High School stu-
dents participating in the Suffolk County Music Educators’ Association (SCMEA) All-
County Vocal Jazz Ensemble who performed in Albany to celebrate the New York State 
School Music Association’s (NYSSMA) 39th Annual Music in our Schools Month.



2ND ASSEMBLY DISTRICT SCHOOL AID

School District Governor’s Proposed Plan  
(% change in State aid)

Final Budget  
(% change in State aid) 

Amagansett -3.08 3.9

Bridgehampton -16.47 -7.29

Center Moriches -7.21 -2.48

East Hampton -23.05 -17.59

East Moriches -5.13 -0.13

East Quogue -17.47 -12.48

Eastport/S. Manor -0.99 3.2

Hampton Bays -15.04 -7.84

Montauk -14.92 -5.91

Quogue -14.98 -5.91

Remsenburg -11.23 -3.28

Riverhead -15.47 -8.68

Sag Harbor -9.97 -2.1

South Country -1.48 2.23

Southampton -11.97 -5.87

Springs -17.58 -13.82

Tuckahoe -16.06 -9.85

Westhampton Beach -10.89 -3.69

William Floyd -3.39 0.13

The 2011 State Budget  
appropriates $19.6 billion 
in aid to New York State’s 
more than 700 school 
districts; a reduction of 
$1.3 billion from 2010.
$608 million of this 
reduction resulted from  
the elimination of  
funding from the  
Federal Jobs Bill. This 
reflects a 2.5% reduction 
in school districts’  
total spending. 

Assemblyman Fred W. Thiele, Jr. congratulates Angelo Del Toro scholarship recipients 
Michael Cuenca (left) and Brandon Sandoval (right), East Hampton High School stu-
dents participating in the Angelo ���������������������������������������������������Del������������������������������������������������ Toro Puerto Rican/Hispanic Youth Leadership In-
stitute. The Puerto Rican/Hispanic Youth Leadership Institute is an innovative program 
sponsored by the NYS Senate/Assembly Puerto Rican/Hispanic Task Force in conjunc-
tion with the annual Somos El Futuro Legislative Conference. It has been in existence 
since 1990 and was dedicated to the memory of the Honorable Angelo Del Toro in 1995.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AID

In closing the State’s $10 billion budget gap, every 
State agency was required to reduce its budget by 10%. 
Despite reductions in nearly every area of the State 
Budget, the Legislature recognized the importance of 
maintaining as much funding to local governments as 
possible. There is no relief for taxpayers if cuts to local 
government become property tax increases. 

Thus, while the State cut its own agencies by 10%, 
Aid and Incentives to Municipalities (AIM), which 
provides State aid to all cities, towns and villages, was 
cut by only 2%. State aid to local governments for 
roads and highways under the Consolidated Highway 
Improvement Program (CHIPS) and the Marchiselli 
Program was maintained at last year’s levels, $363.1 
million and $39.7 million, respectively. 

MEDICAID
Medicaid costs have been one of the fastest growing 

components of the State Budget, exceeding 13% of the total 
budget. New York spends more on Medicaid than Texas and 
California combined. Such costs are unsustainable. In re-
sponse, Governor Cuomo convened the Medicaid Redesign 
Team (MRT) to develop recommendations on the restructur-
ing of New York’s Medicaid Program and identify ways to 
provide critical health care services at lower costs. 

The majority of the MRT recommendations were adopted 
in the 2011 State Budget. As a result, total Medicaid spend-
ing from Federal, State, and local government for 2011 will 
be $52.6 billion, a reduction of 1% from 2010. State Medicaid 
spending is capped at $15.3 billion with a limitation on future 
growth tied to the medical consumer price index, currently 4%.

Assemblyman Thiele joins local representa-
tives and Stony Brook University students to 
fight the closure of the Stony Brook South-
ampton Campus.

The State of New York  
has invested more than  
$75 million in the 
rehabilitation of the 
Southampton College 
campus including the  
Fine Arts Building,  
the Student Center,  
dormitories, and  
completion of  
the Library. 

The State of New York has invested more than $75 million in the 
rehabilitation of the Southampton College campus including the Fine 
Arts Building, the Student Center, dormitories, and completion of the 
Library. Then, just a year ago, Stony Brook made an ill-considered 
decision to shut down the campus. I joined students in taking Stony 
Brook to court to challenge this decision. The State Supreme Court 
stated Stony Brook broke the law when it closed the campus. 

After appeals and additional legal wrangling, it is now time to bring 
life back to the campus. State Senator Ken LaValle and I are pleased that 
expanded creative arts and marine science programs are scheduled to 
begin this fall. We are also fostering discussions between Southampton 
Hospital and Stony Brook to locate a new, state-of-the-art community 
hospital at the campus, with new course offerings in health related fields. 
More so, the Senator and I are seeking to create an independent institute, 
the Peconic Bay Institute for Sustainability, at the campus. Collectively, 
these initiatives will begin to build the center for higher education that 
was envisioned when the State acquired the campus. 

To demonstrate the State’s continued commitment to Stony Brook 
Southampton, the 2011 State Budget re-appropriates all capital funding 
for the campus, including a new $6.9 million Marine Sciences Building. 

Stony Brook  
Southampton campus
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ENVIRONMENT:
State Environmental Protection 

Funding Maintained at $134 million 
After a substantial reduction in 2010, the State’s only dedicated 

fund for the environment, the Environmental Protection Fund (EPF), 
was maintained at $134 million for 2011. The EPF provides funding 
for land preservation, water quality protection for the Peconic, South 
Shore, and Long Island Sound estuaries, municipal parks, and agri-
cultural preservation. Combined with other funding sources like the 
Peconic Bay Community Preservation Fund and the Suffolk County 
Drinking Water Protection Program, the EPF has been a critical re-
source in maintaining eastern Long Island’s unique rural character. 

The EPF provides funding 
for land preservation,  
water quality protection for 
the Peconic, South Shore, 
and Long Island Sound 
estuaries, municipal parks, 
and agricultural preservation.

Assemblyman
Fred W. Thiele, Jr.

2302 Main Street, P.O. Box 3062
Bridgehampton, NY 11932
631-537-2583
thielef@assembly.state.ny.us

Room 427, LOB
Albany, NY 12248
518-455-5997

Anglers and Baymen 
The 2011 State Budget includes good news for commercial 

and recreational fishermen. First, the State Budget repeals the ill-
conceived Saltwater Fishing License enacted in 2009. I opposed 
the license requirement since its inception and had sponsored 
legislation to repeal the requirement ever since. I also joined the 
Southampton and East Hampton Trustees in successfully gain-
ing an injunction of the license requirement in State Supreme 
Court. Working with State Senator Lee Zeldin, we were able to 
convince the Legislature to shelve this anti-home rule, job-killing 
fee on recreational fishing.

In addition, the 2011 State Budget contains a $200,000 ap-
propriation to reinstate the Conditional Shellfish Harvesting 
Program. The NYS Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion had suspended this program for the past several years due 
to insufficient State funds and staff positions. This modest ap-
propriation will bolster economic activity on our waterways 
from November to March.

The 2011 State Budget 
includes good news 
for commercial and 
recreational fishermen. 
The State Budget repeals 
the ill-conceived Saltwater 
Fishing License enacted 
in 2009 and contains a 
$200,000 appropriation 
to reinstate the 
Conditional Shellfish 
Harvesting Program.

Assemblyman Fred W. Thiele, Jr. and East End Mayors and Supervisors, Suffolk County Legislators, Town Land Acquisition Staff, Community 
Preservation Fund Committee Members, Land Trusts and Environmental Groups announce the adoption of new rules and regulations guiding 
use of the Peconic Bay Community Preservation Fund (CPF). The CPF was enacted by the New York State Legislature in 1998 as a dedicated 
fund to be used solely for the acquisition of interests in land to protect community character, including open space, farmland preservation, parks 
and recreation, and historic preservation. The fund is financed by a 2% real estate transfer tax and has generated more than $682.65 million.


