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Dear Neighbor,

The 2012 Legislative Session marked a year of successful compromise to overcome many of the challenges to our
State. My colleagues and I worked with Governor Cuomo to pass an on-time budget that adds no new taxes while
lessening the tax burden of middle class Long Islanders.

My legislative efforts focused on private-sector jobs growth. One of my bills increases the tax credits available to de-
velopers who rehabilitate major historic buildings. Another measure eliminates state sales tax on the purchase and
installation of commercial solar energy generating systems. Both of these initiatives encourage growth and employ-
ment in the construction trades, a sector of our economy that was especially hard-hit during this economic downturn.

Several new laws will now give New Yorkers greater access to important health information. Newborns will be pro-
tected from the resurgence of whooping cough by a new law I spearheaded that offers vaccines to parents and caregiv-
ers. Another new measure requires mammography providers to inform a patient when she has dense breast tissue,
a risk factor for breast cancer. This will encourage discussions between patients and doctors about risk factors and
the possible need for more screening. The Sewage Right to Know Act will ensure that the public is informed when
untreated or partially treated sewage is discharged into our coastal waters.

Perhaps the most important role of government is to care for the vulnerable in our communities. That is why new
measures were passed to better protect victims with special needs who suffer abuses in state-run and licensed facili-
ties, as well as victims of domestic and common violence.

The 2012 Legislative Session was an example of State leaders working together toward an economic recovery that
includes all New Yorkers and returns optimism to both our daily experience and dreams for the future.

Sincerely,

Stow bgulrgi
Steve Englebright

Member of Assembly

Protecting Infants from the
Resurgence of Whooping Cough

Our nation is seeing a sharp increase in the number of
whooping cough or pertussis cases—a killer disease many
of us thought was history. In New York, the Department of
Health has already reported nearly 1,500 cases of whooping
cough this year alone, a three-fold increase since 2011 and a
potential epidemic in the making.

On the local level, Dr. Shetal Shah, of the Neonatal In-
tensive Care Unit at University Hospital at Stony Brook,
aware of the climbing number of pertussis cases, came to
Assemblyman Englebright’s office earlier this year with
an idea for a new law that could prevent this disease in
newborns. Babies are especially at risk of serious illness

or death if infected. Dr. Shah knew that one of the most Assemblyman Englebright congratulates Dr. Shetal Shah,
effective methods to protect infants from pertussis is to of the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Stony Brook Long
vaccinate their caregivers. The only problem is that most Island Children’s Hospital, on the announcement of the re-

cent passage into law of a measure that will help protect
newborns from the resurgence of whooping cough.

See WHOOPING COUGH on page 4



New Englebright Laws

Eliminating the

Sales Tax on Commercial Solar
Purchase and Installation
(Englebright/Chapter 406 of 2012)

Assemblyman Englebright is the leading proponent for clean, renew-
able energy in the State Legislature. His new legislation will exempt
the sale and installation of commercial solar energy systems from
state sales and use taxes. This new law will give commercial systems
the same tax break that residential solar systems already have, saving
thousands of dollars from the cost of commercial projects.

Because commercial systems are larger than residential ones, this
exemption will provide a larger benefit and boost for companies that
go solar. Local municipalities may also eliminate their portion of
sales tax, providing an even bigger incentive. In all, this measure
will create green collar jobs, reduce pollution, and supply green en-
ergy to the power grid while helping companies cut operating costs.

Historic Preservation Tax Credit
Increase Will Create Jobs and
Encourage Restoration
(Englebright/A.9110/S.6134—Awaiting
the Governor’s Signature)

Historically- and architecturally-significant buildings across New
York have been in decline for decades, and developers have often

found it more lucrative to create new buildings rather than reha-
bilitate existing ones. In 2009, a tax credit of up to $5 million dol-
lars per project was implemented to encourage the revitalization of
these historic buildings.

This session, a measure introduced by Assemblyman Eng-
lebright and awaiting the Governor’s signature will increase this
tax credit to up to $12 million per project to further encourage
the preservation of historic structures, create construction jobs,
provide an incentive to rehabilitate our downtown areas, and help
prevent suburban sprawl.

Senior Advocate Added to

NYS Emergency Services Council
(Englebright/Chapter 40 of the
Laws of 2012)

The New York State Emergency Services Council is an advisory
group created to foster coordination among law enforcement, fire
protection, emergency medical services, and disaster preparedness
agencies so during emergencies plans will proceed smoothly and
efficiently. Assemblyman Englebright’s new law adds our state’s
leading advocate for seniors, the Director of the State Office for
the Aging, to the Emergency Services Council. This addition will
give senior citizens a voice at the table to ensure that the unique
needs of older New Yorkers are considered and planned for in the
event of a destructive natural event, man-made disaster, or other
emergency situation.

New Law Limits Disclosure of

Social Secuity Numbers to

Protect Against Identity Theft

Have you ever felt uncomfortable when a business asks for your SSN when it is
apparent that they have no valid need for that level of personal information? A
new law co-sponsored by Assemblyman Englebright prohibits any individual,
business, or agency from requiring a customer or client to disclose their Social
Security Number (SSN). The new law also prohibits organizations from dis-

criminating against anyone who does not provide their SSN.

Exceptions exist only if disclosure is required by law or covered under one of
several exemptions provided for legitimate uses, including collecting child or
spousal support, opening a deposit account, interacting with a law enforcement
agency, a credit transaction initiated by the consumer, and tax compliance.

Supporting the Seawolves at Stony Brook University. In June, Stony Brook University’s Seawolves
Baseball Team made history by winning the opportunity to play at the College World Series in Omaha.
Here’s Assemblyman Englebright, the Suffolk Assembly Delegation and other interested members, taking a
break from the legislative session to show support for the Seawolves.




Notable Legislation Passed this Session

Improving the Chances of
Early Breast Cancer Detection
through Education

Chapter 265 of 2012

Dense breast tissue is known to be one of the leading risk fac-
tors for breast cancer in women. This tissue can obscure tumors,
making mammograms less effective at detecting growths in
some women. The later a cancer is found, the more likely it is
that it cannot be successfully treated. Women should be encour-
aged to discuss with their physicians all potential risk factors,
including tissue density, age, family history of breast cancer,
obesity, and alcohol consumption.

The new law requires mammography providers to include the
following notification in the summary of the mammography
report provided to patients who are found to have dense tis-
sue: “Your mammogram shows that your breast tissue is dense.
Dense breast tissue is very common and is not abnormal. How-
ever, dense breast tissue can make it harder to find cancer on
a mammogram and may also be associated with an increased
risk of breast cancer. This information about the result of your
mammogram is given to you to raise your awareness. Use this
information to talk to your doctor about your own risks for
breast cancer. At that time, ask your doctor if more screening
tests might be useful, based on your risk. A report of your re-
sults was sent to your physician.”

Protecting Victims and

Breaking the Cycle of Domestic Violence
(Governor’s Program Bill
#40/A.10624/S.7638—

Awaiting the Governor’s Signature)

Domestic violence is rarely a one-time occurrence; most abusers
are repeat offenders and previous law did not recognize the se-
rial and escalating nature of these crimes. Under this new law,
an accused domestic abuser who has been found guilty of one or
more specific misdemeanors within the preceding five years will
be charged with Aggravated Family Offense, a class E felony. This

Setauket-Port Jefferson Station Green-
way to Expand. On June 28th, Assembly-
man Englebright joined with State DOT Com-
missioner Joan McDonald and State Parks
Commissioner Rose Harvey to celebrate the up-
coming expansion of the Setauket-Port Jeffer-
son Station Greenway. Also present were DOT
Regional Director Subi Chakraborti, State
Parks Deputy Regional Director Brian Foley,
Councilman Steve Fiore Rosenfeld, Friends of
the Greenway President Charles McAteer and
members of Friends of the Greenway (Three
Village Community Trust), and NYSDOT
project staff members. More than 500,000 visi-
tations to the Greenway have been recorded.

new crime ensures that repeat offenders will face tougher penal-
ties for serial crimes.

This measure also protects victims of domestic violence by re-
quiring judges to consider well-established risk factors, such as
an offender’s prior violation of an order of protection and the ac-
cused’s access to guns when determining bail for someone ac-
cused of domestic violence.

Domestic violence is a crime and help is available. If you need
to speak to someone, please call the Suffolk County Coalition
Against Domestic Violence at 631-666-8833. This is a 24/7 hot-
line that can provide support and access to shelter.

Curbing the Epidemic of
Prescription Drug Abuse
(Governor’s Program Bill #39/A.10623/
S.7637-Awaiting Governor’s Signature)

Prescription drug abuse has ruined the lives of too many New
Yorkers including the abusers, their loved ones, and innocent
bystanders. Nationwide, 34,450 people died of drug overdoses
in 2008; 20,044 of those deaths were from overdoses of legal,
prescription drugs.

In response to this epidemic of overdoses and drug-related vio-
lence, the Legislature has passed the Internet System for Tracking
Over-Prescribing (I-STOP) Act. This measure will result in a real-
time database that gives physicians information on a patient’s pre-
scription history before prescribing the most powerful and addic-
tive drugs. It will also require pharmacists to provide information
for that purpose; reclassify hydrocodone and tramadol to reflect
the risk of abuse that comes with their use, and begin the process
to establish “e-prescribing” of controlled substances by the end of
2014 to prevent prescription fraud.

New Protections for People with
Special Needs and Disabilities
(A.10721/S.7749—

Awaiting Governor’s signature)

Last year there were more than 10,000 allegations of abuse against
employees who worked in state-operated, certified, or licensed fa-
cilities and programs caring for New Yorkers with special needs
and disabilities. The State has never had a consistent and com-
prehensive standard for tracking and investigating complaints or
punishing guilty workers until now.

The Justice Center for the Protection of People with Special Needs
was created by legislation enacted this session, putting in place the
strongest standards and practices in the nation for protecting over one
million New Yorkers with special needs. The legislation covers five
of the state’s health and human services agencies, as well as the State
Education Department, and provides both a clear, consistent set of
standards to guide the behavior of employees and a commonsense
system for reporting and investigating allegations.

Closing a Loophole in the
Internet Child Pornography Law
(Governor’s Program Bill
#44/A.10713/S.7742—

Awaiting Governor’s Signature)

Until this year, laws related to child pornography did not reflect the
reality that today this vile material is often accessed and viewed
online without being downloaded. This new law, co-sponsored by
Assemblyman Englebright, fully prohibits the Internet access of
child pornography, making it a felony for individuals to knowingly
access, with the intent of viewing, child pornography on the In-
ternet. The new law was needed because under former New York

Continued on next page



entirely out of plastic multi-colored bottle caps.

Earth Day is Every Day. Assemblyman Englebright visited Mrs. Woods’ first grade class at Minnesauke
Elementary School in East Setauket at the end of the school year to see the imaginative projects the chil-
dren made to reuse and recycle household materials. Pictured above are Assemblyman Englebright, Mrs.
Woods, and all the first graders. The children created the beautiful butterfly artwork pictured in front
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Continued on previous page

law, an individual who viewed this content online without down-
loading it did not “possess” child pornography. This legislation
closes that loophole. Now, in New York, if an individual purpose-
fully accesses a website intending to view child pornography he or
she will be committing a class E felony.

Preventing Cyberbullying in Schools
Chapter 102 of 2012

A 2011 survey of New York high school students revealed that
during the previous year nearly 18 percent had been bullied on
school property and 16 percent had experienced cyberbullying
through email, chat rooms, instant messaging, websites, texting,
or other electronic means. Important cyberbullying protections
that were passed into law this session require schools to take ac-
tion when students experience cyberbullying or other forms of ha-
rassment. School districts are required to take immediate steps to
end harmful behavior, prevent recurrences, and ensure the safety
of the targeted students. The legislation also establishes training
to help teachers and administrators better prevent and respond to
bullying and other harmful acts.

Whooping Cough
Continued from page 1

adults and parents do not know this and those previously
inoculated require a booster after 10 years.

Dr. Shah asked the Assemblyman to introduce legislation
which would require hospitals with nurseries to both in-
form the caregiver and offer a vaccine against pertussis to
parents and others in contact with newborns. Assemblyman
Englebright made this bill a top priority. Just five months
later, Governor Cuomo signed Assemblyman Englebright’s
legislation codifying Dr. Shah’s commonsense idea into law.
Through Dr. Shah’s efforts to broaden awareness about this
highly communicable infection and Assemblyman Eng-
lebright’s action we have a new law that provides a simple
solution to help prevent pertussis.

Sewage Pollution Right to Know Act
Chapter 368 of 2012

Sewage treatment plants are vital for our quality of life in New
York State. Unfortunately, sewage treatment plants are not perfect
and neither were previous notification procedures to alert the pub-
lic when untreated or partially treated sewage was inadvertently
discharged into our waters.

A new law, co-sponsored by Assemblyman Englebright, will now
require that the general public be informed when public sewer sys-
tem discharges are made into waterways. Human exposure to dis-
ease-causing pathogens contained in even small amounts of raw
sewage can lead to short-term and chronic illnesses, especially for
children, the elderly and people with compromised immune sys-
tems. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency estimates that
between 1.8 and 3.5 million Americans become ill annually from
contact with sewage in recreational waters.

Prompt public notification of sewage discharge events, including
to the local media, will help ensure that people have the infor-
mation they need to limit recreational uses and activities such as
swimming and fishing wherever the sewage spill has taken place.

Need a Notary?

Assemblyman Englebright’s
Office Provides

Free Notary Public Service
Weekdays 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.
149 Main Street
Setauket, NY 11733
(631) 751-3094



