
 
 
January 15, 2014 

 
Hon. Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor of New York State 
NYS State Capitol, Executive Chamber 
Albany, NY 12224 
 
Dear Governor Cuomo: 
 
We, the undersigned Members of the Assembly of the State of New York, are concerned about 
the potential closure of the Sagamore Children’s Psychiatric Center. 
 
The Sagamore Children’s Psychiatric Center and its staff have successfully served the most 
vulnerable of Long Island’s youth for the past 45 years. 
 
Recently, it was announced that three facilities located in upstate New York, the Greater 
Binghamton Health Center (GBHC), Elmira Psychiatric Center, and St. Lawrence Psychiatric 
Center (SLPC) in Ogdensburg will remain open to provide services to their local communities. 
This is a reversal of a previous plan proposed by the Office of Mental Health (OMH).  
 
However, the Sagamore Children’s Psychiatric Center remains scheduled to reduce services for 
patients, including an end to inpatient treatment at the facility.  
  
The closure of this highly successful facility will have a detrimental impact on many families 
and individuals in need of the services it provides. We believe that the closure of this facility 
would cause irreparable harm to the many children and families in crisis who depend on it. 
 
In addition, closure of this facility will result in many of these children – who previously 
received the support they needed – missing out on vital resources. This could result in a rise of 
teen suicides, incarcerations, homelessness, and the potential for children with mental problems 
to go undiagnosed. 
 
Forcing families to send their children to the Bronx or Queens for treatment will have a negative 
effect on the children’s prognosis and their families’ ability to be active in their rehabilitation. 
 
Finally, under your “Close to Home” initiative, you said it was imperative that children 
convicted of crimes be close to their families so that visitation and family support can take place. 
These same principles hold true for our vulnerable children suffering from mental illness. These 
young people deserve the same level of compassion as those convicted of crimes. 
 
We hope you will reconsider your position on this issue. 
 

Respectfully, 
Members of the Long Island Assembly Delegation 
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Assemblyman Chad Lupinacci 

10th Assembly District 
 

Assemblyman Andrew Raia 
12th Assembly District 
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Assemblyman Fred W. Thiele, Jr. 

1st Assembly District 
Assemblyman Anthony Palumbo 

2nd Assembly District 
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Assemblyman Edward Hennessey 

3rd Assembly District 
Assemblyman Steve Englebright 
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Assemblyman Al Graf 
5th Assembly District 

 

Assemblyman Andrew Garbarino 
7th Assembly District 
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Assemblyman Michael Fitzpatrick 

8th Assembly District 
 

Assemblyman Joseph S. Saladino 
9th Assembly District 
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Assemblyman Robert K. Sweeney 

11th Assembly District  
 

Assemblyman Charles D. Lavine 
13th Assembly District  
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Assemblyman Dave McDonough 

14th Assembly District 
 

Assemblyman Michael Montesano 
15th Assembly District 
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Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel 
16th Assembly District 

 
 
 

Assemblyman Tom McKevitt 
17th Assembly District  
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Assemblyman Ed Ra 

19th Assembly District 
Assemblyman Brian Curran 

21st Assembly District 
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Assemblywoman Michaelle C. Solages 

22nd Assembly District 
 

 
 


