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PLEASE REPLY TO:

April 2014

Dear Neighbor,

I wanted to write a personal letter to the families of West Islip regarding the financially 
devastating impact the 2011 education cuts are having on Long Island school districts, and the 
importance of addressing the issue as quickly as possible. Years from now, we will look back at 
this time, particularly this legislative session, as a historic time for education on Long Island. 
The question, however, is whether we will look back with pride at the actions taken to improve 
schools for our students, or with shame at how our state turned its back on our children and sold 
out to the special interest groups that promoted the idea that our children’s education should 
suffer in order to offer a short-term solution to budgetary woes.

The 2011 cuts, or Gap Elimination Adjustment (GEA), were a ploy to balance the budget several 
years ago at the expense of children’s education. It was marketed as a reduction in school district 
aid across the state, but in reality it was a cancellation of aid promised to school districts by the 
state in years past. Since the GEA became effective, school districts locally and across the state 
have lost money and have to make do offering more services with fewer resources.

In addition to the burden of the GEA, the West Islip School District has had the Common Core 
curriculum forced on it by educational bureaucrats who think they know more about what our 
students need than teachers and parents. Common Core is not only an added burden for teachers 
in the classroom, it’s also a financial burden for the school district, one that is exacerbated by the 
GEA. And while in this year’s budget we have restored $602.1 million in cuts, there is still much 
work to be done. It is for these reasons I helped create and support the APPLE Plan. This plan 
would give teachers and students needed relief by delaying state Common Core testing for at 
least two years, and fully restore the GEA cuts.

Thank you for taking the time to review these important issues. My hope is that, with enough 
support from our community, the Governor and my colleagues in the legislature will join me and 
reconsider the GEA to put themselves on the right side of history by supporting our children’s 
education rather than play budget roulette.

For more information about our APPLE Plan, visit www.bit.ly/APPLEplan or call my office at 
(631) 261-4151.

Sincerely,

Andrew P. Raia
Member of Assembly


