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Budget Successes
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Protecting The Middle Class:
The middle class in New York
State has always played an

important role in the success of
our economy. My colleagues
and I recognize this, and we
have successfully passed a
series of tax cuts to be phased
in between 2017 and 2025. The
middle class will see a savings
of $1.2 billion in 2020-2021
alone.

N
Strong Investments In
Education: Access to a quality
education is very important
to New Yorkers. We believe
that an investment in our
children’s education is an
investment in our future and
the future of our economy. We
have increased total school

aid by $1.4 billion for a total

of $24.2 billion to ensure that
students, teachers and school
districts have the opportunity

to succeed regardless of their
current financial situations.

We also successfully increased
Foundation Aid by $626 million,
for a remarkable $16.5 billion,
and fully restored the unfair
education cuts made in 2010.
These are victories that will help
New York return to the forefront
of our nation’s educational
systems.

New York State Assembly Legislative Update

Michael Montesano

April, 2016

CONTACT INFORMATION

DisTricT OFFICE

111 Levittown Parkway
Hicksville, NY 11801
516-937-3571

ALBANY OFFICE
Room 437
Albany, NY 12248
518-455-4684

montesanom@assembly.state.ny.us

—=
| Michael Montesano

@AsmMontesano

Assemblyman

If you have a comment, question
or concern regarding local and
state issues, please send an
email, “like” my Facebook page
and follow me on twitter!

to libraries and ensuring that they
receive proper funding to best
serve the people of New York is a
cause that [ have long championed.
Education does not begin and end
at the college level. By increasing

rI l” ] Expanding Access: Having access

library aid to a total of $95.6
million, and also increasing Library
Capital Construction Grants to

a total of $19 million, we can
continue to provide services and
programs for all New Yorkers to
enjoy.

Budget Failures

Business As Usual In
Albany: Despite some
positives within the
budget, the process in
which it was adopted

was disgraceful. I have
never witnessed such an
ethically questionable
process. I will continue to
advocate for ethics reform,
as it is imperative in order
to prevent history from
repeating itself.

No Investments In
Infrastructure: We
all know from reading

countless reports that New  to fix our crumbling roads
York State is in dire need

of increased infrastructure
spending. Despite this,
there was no increase in the
Consolidated Local Street
and Highway Improvement
Program (CHIPS) and a
severe cut to the winter
recovery fund. These
counter the actions required

and bridges.

Fallure Td Protect The Disabled: With the phasing out of gain input from stakeholders around the state about how to

sheltered workshops, the lives of many developmentally
disabled New Yorkers and their families will be

dramatically impacted. There has been no plan to address
how we can improve the transition process for these
families or how we can best support them as they adapt to
their new lives. My colleagues and I will not stand for that.
We have created the Assembly Minority Task Force on
Protecting the Rights of the Developmentally Disabled to

best provide the necessary assistance and options to those
who need it most.




