Capital
Update

Assemblywoman

Michelle Schimel

16" Assembly District * Summer 2012

2012 HAILED AS MOST SUCCESSFUL
LEGISLATIVE SESSION IN RECENT HISTORY

Assembly Action:
Legislative Missions Accomplished

e Early Balanced State Budget

¢ Cut Taxes for 99 Percent of New Yorkers
* Investing in Job Creation Programs

e Cracking Down on
Prescription Drug Abuse

* Teacher Evaluations: Protecting Teacher
Privacy & Parents’ Right to Know

Schimel Sponsors
Iran Divestment Act

Following an attempt made by the Iranian government to carry out a
terror plot on U.S. soil, Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel partnered
with Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver in sponsoring the Iran
Divestment Act of 2012. This legislation (A.8668a) bars New York
State from doing business with companies that invest in Iran’s energy
sector. The measure, which was conceived with the help of the Jewish
Community Relations Council of New York, was signed into law
in January.

Speaking on the floor of the New York State Assembly about the Iran
Divestment Act, Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel stated, “I live in a
Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel (left) meets with Shlomi ~ community with a very large number of Iranian Americans who sought
Kofman (right), the Deputy Consul General of Israel in refuge and political asylum during the revolution. I am reminded
New York, who visited Albany to thank Assemblywoman  almost weekly about the intent for harm by the present Iranian regime.

Schimel and her Assembly colleagues for leading the We are sending a very strong message that we will never tolerate a
charge on the Iran Divestment Act. threatening government or regime.”




The State Legislature Passes On-Time Balanced Budget

In March, Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel helped The 2012-2013 state budget restored funding to vital
pass an early, balanced budget that closed the state’s services and invested in job-creation and infrastructure
$3.5 billion budget deficit without any new taxes, fees programs, all while holding spending under 2 percent.

or gimmicks.

Schimel Named Co-Chair
of NY Chapter of SLAIG

NEW YORKERS AGAINST
GUN VIOLENCE

Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel, Co-Chair of State
Legislators Against Illegal Guns, speaks to high school
students about the importance of advancing anti-crime
legislation. The students visited Albany with New Yorkers
Against Gun Violence to lobby members of the State
Legislature on anti-gun violence bills.

Since taking office in 2007, Assemblywoman Michelle
Schimel has been a leading voice on anti-crime legislation
in the New York State Legislature. Assemblywoman Schimel
was recently elected Co-Chair of the New York Chapter of
State Legislators Against Illegal Guns (SLAIG). SLAIG
is a bicameral, bipartisan coalition of over fifty current
and former members of the New York State Assembly and
Senate.

Manhasset Students
Shadow
Assemblywoman
Schimel

Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel was shadowed
for a day by two Manhasset High School seniors,
Paige Pacent and Jonathan Masci, who were
participating in the League of Women Voters
of New York State’s “Students Inside Albany”
conference. Paige and Jonathan were sponsored
by the Port Washington-Manhasset Chapter of the
League of Women Voters.

Pictured (left to right) with Assemblywoman
Michelle Schimel are Manhasset High School
seniors Paige Pacent and Jonathan Masci, who
shadowed the Assemblywoman for a day during
legislative session in Albany.

DNA Databank Expansion
Will Help Police
Solve Crimes

This session, the State Legislature passed a new law,
supported by Assemblywoman Schimel, to expand the list
of offenses that require a DNA sample from a convicted
offender. This legislation (A.9555) also enacts provisions
to help ensure that defendants and wrongfully convicted
individuals have equal access to DNA testing and the DNA
databank. The DNA databank is used to match known
suspects with unknown biological (DNA) profiles obtained
from investigations and crime scene evidence. Since the
DNA criminal databank was created in 1996, there have
been more than 10,000 hits against the databank, aiding
more than 2,900 convictions.

“Expanding the DNA databank
will help law enforcement solve
more crimes and put dangerous
criminals behind bars.”

- Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel




Schimel Outraged: DEC Gives Gas Lobby Preview of Fracking Regs

officials at a public hearing on hydrofracking in Albany.

A member of the Assembly’s Committee on Environmental
Conservation, Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel questions DEC

Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel was disturbed by the
news that the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) revealed details of its proposed fracking
permit guidelines and regulations to the gas drilling industry
before making them available to the public.

“I was hoping that objectivity and transparency would be part
of the DEC’s decision-making process in writing the hydraulic
fracturing regulations,” said Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel,
a member of the Assembly’s Environmental Conservation
Committee.

According to the Albany Times Union article entitled “DEC
Gives Edge to Gas Drill Lobby,” the DEC communicated
through e-mail with representatives of the gas industry to find
out if their proposed hydrofracking regulations were overly
burdensome.

An outspoken leader against hydrofracking, Schimel continued,
“The special access given to the industry seems to
place concerns about cost over the need for a health
assessment and a review of the long-term effects on
property values in the region. My Assembly colleagues
and I are concerned about the health and safety of
New York State residents, and have repeatedly asked
for a health assessment impact study.”

Lowering Prescription Drug
Co-pays for Seniors

During budget negotiations, Assemblywoman Michelle
Schimel advocated for the restoration of funds to the
Elderly Pharmaceutical Insurance Coverage (EPIC)
Program. Due to her efforts, the final state budget
included funding for EPIC co-payment assistance so
eligible seniors once again pay no more than $20 for
a prescription co-payment. To learn more about this
program please contact the EPIC toll-free helpline at
1-800-332-3742 or visit the New York State Department
of Health website at www.health.ny.gov.

Protecting New Yorkers
with Special Needs

In response to reports of abuse and mistreatment in the state’s
system of care for the developmentally disabled, the New York
State Legislature recently passed legislation that creates uniform
safeguards for the treatment of people with special needs in state-
operated residential facilities and day programs. The legislation
(A.10721/S.7749), which was supported by Assemblywoman
Schimel, establishes the Justice Center for the Protection
of People with Special Needs to implement safeguards and
investigate and prosecute reported cases of abuse and neglect.
The measure awaits approval by the Governor.

Schimel Brings State Housing Commissioner to North Hempstead

Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel introduces State Housing

Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel recently
took State Housing Commissioner Darryl Towns
on a tour of North Hempstead to learn more
about the area’s housing facilities and needs.
Commissioner Towns is the head of New York
State Homes and Community Renewal.

The tour included visits to Denton Green, a
Mitchell-Lama affordable housing facility for
seniors in Garden City Park; Landmark on Main
Street, a community center and low-income
senior housing facility in Port Washington; Apex
I, a senior housing facility in New Cassel; and
the Town of North Hempstead’s newly built New
Cassel Community Center.

Commissioner Darryl Towns to residents of Denton Green, a senior

housing facility located in Garden City Park.

On a tour of Landmark’s community center and senior
housing facility, Reverend Dr. Charles Vogeley brought
Commissioner Towns and Assemblywoman Schimel
for a visit to the Jeanne Rimsky Theater. Pictured (left
to right): Bob de Bruin, Board Member of Landmark
on Main Street Limited Partnership, L.M. (Landmark
on Main Street, L.M.), Rev. Dr. Charles Vogeley, Board
President of Landmark on Main Street, L.M., Sydelle
Knepper, Founder and CEO of SKA Marin, Commissioner
Darryl Towns of NYS Homes and Community Renewal,
Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel, Robert Schanzer,
Board Vice President of Landmark on Main Street,
L.M., and Sharon Maier-Kennelly, Executive Director of
Landmark on Main Street, Inc.




Schimel Fights to Restore Funds for
Long Island State Veterans Home

A member of the New York State Assembly’s Veterans’ Affairs
Committee and the Veterans Health Alliance of Long Island,
Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel played a key role in fighting
against an executive budget proposal to cut funding for the Long
Island State Veterans Home at Stony Brook. Due to Assemblywoman
Schimel’s advocacy, these funds were restored in the final state budget.

“We are extremely grateful to Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel,
who has worked tirelessly to reject the Governor’s proposed sweep
of $884,000 from the Long Island State Veterans Home operations
account,” said Fred S. Sganga, Executive Director of the LI State
Veterans Home.

Sganga added, “Assemblywoman Schimel is a strong voice in
Albany and a relentless advocate not only for the Long Island
State Veterans Home at Stony Brook University, but also for the
one million veterans living in New York State. We cannot thank
her enough for her courage, her commitment, and her compassion
for our nation’s heroes.”
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This summer, Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel held a series
of skin cancer awareness events at public pools across the
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Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel greets veterans at
the Long Island State Veterans Home at Stony Brook.
Schimel and her staff delivered a truckload of handmade
valentines and donated items to residents as part of her
annual Valentines for Vets program.

AROUND THE COMMUNITY
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- A former Girl Scout herself,

22 /9B5C  Assemblywoman Michelle

willdo!® s 55 Schimel recently awarded
honesth = badges to 40 Girl Scouts for
friend WA their active role in Cablevision’s
9r / Power to Learn “Internet
Smarts” program. Pictured

(left to right) are Vice President
of Cablevision Dan Ahouse,
Herricks Troop 1384 Gold
Award Recipient Linda Mule,
Congresswoman Carolyn
McCarthy, Assemblywoman
Michelle Schimel, and
Cablevision’s Director of
Government Affairs Jeff Clark.
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district. Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel (seated left) pictured
with Colette Coyne, founder of the Colette Coyne Melanoma
Awareness Campaign (seated right), and summer interns from
the Assemblywoman’s District Office (standing from left to right)
Josh Roth, Julia Cohen, and Abigail Sia.

Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel participated in the 2012
Community Read Aloud program at Manorhaven Elementary
School. The Assemblywoman brought one of her favorite books,
Frog and Toad, to read to Mrs. Levin’s first grade class.
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