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The final state budget includes a $1.1 billion increase in school 
aid, which represents the largest investment in state aid to schools 
in more than five years. Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel 
successfully fought to secure Gap Elimination Adjustment 
(GEA) restorations for the schools in her district. She also helped 
institute a plan to ensure that GEA restorations 
would be ongoing beyond this fiscal year.

Due to Assemblywoman Schimel’s 
efforts, schools in the 16th Assembly 
District will receive nearly 
$2 million dollars more in 
school aid than what the 
Governor proposed 
in the executive 
budget. 

Schimel’s  
School Bus 

Mandate Relief Act 
Reauthorized

Due to Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel’s efforts, the 
final state budget reauthorizes the Assemblywoman’s 
School Bus Mandate Relief Act for an additional five 
years. The bill is sponsored in the State Senate by Senator 
Jack Martins. This measure provides school districts 
with significant mandate relief in bus transportation by 
allowing them to base the number 
of bus seats provided to students 
on actual bus ridership. School 
districts are reinvesting the 
cost-savings generated 
by this initiative into 
the  c lass room and 
important educational 
programs. 

Historic Investment  
in School Aid

State  
Legislature Passes  

On-Time  
State Budget

For the fourth consecutive year, the New York State 
Legislature passed an on-time, balanced budget. The 
2014-2015 fiscal plan makes a commitment to invest 
in our childrens’ education, institutes needed reforms 
to the Common Core, increases aid to public libraries, 
and expands access to quality, affordable child care. 
Other highlights include an increase in funding to the 
Environmental Protection Fund and expanded eligibility 
for the Elderly Pharmaceutical Insurance Coverage 
(EPIC) program. The final state budget continues the 
state’s fiscal discipline by holding spending growth 
to less than 2 percent and ensures a better economic 
outlook for New York State. 

State Legislature 
Passes On-Time  

State Budget



The Governor Heeds Schimel’s Call to Address Aircraft Noise 

Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel in a meeting with legislators 
about an airport noise study. Pictured (L to R) are Assemblywoman 
Michelle Titus, Len Schaier, President of quietskies.net, 
Elizabeth Cole, Legislative Analyst for Assemblywoman Schimel, 
Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel, Michael Stinson, Outreach 
Coordinator for Congressman Steve Israel, Aaron Knopfler, Counsel 
to Assemblyman Charles Lavine, and Assemblyman Edward Ra.

In recent years, there has been a massive increase in aircraft 
noise over communities throughout Nassau and Queens 
Counties. Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel has been at the 
forefront of the effort to address this problem. Most recently, 
Schimel helped coordinate a meeting between the Port 
Authority and community stakeholders to discuss a plan for 
addressing the noise pollution caused by the increase in air 
traffic coming from New York City’s airports. Shortly after 
this meeting, Governor Andrew Cuomo issued a directive 
ordering the Port Authority to conduct a Federal Airport Noise 
Compatibility Planning Part 150 Study to better evaluate noise 
impacts to the communities surrounding JFK and LaGuardia 
airports.  The Governor’s directive also requires the Port 
Authority to hold regularly scheduled community roundtables, 
double the number of noise monitors in the communities most 
affected by noise issues, and establish a new Aviation Noise 
Office to address noise complaints. 

Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel pictured with firefighters 
from the Roslyn Rescue Hook and Ladder Company. 

In an effort to better protect our first responders during a fire 
emergency, Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel is sponsoring 
legislation (A.1869a) that would establish a truss construction 
notification system for residential properties. 

While truss construction is very durable, when weakened by a fire, 
major components of a truss foundation can collapse suddenly 

without warning. When responding to a fire, first responders 
are unable to differentiate between a building constructed of 
truss foundation or another type of construction. As a result, in 
recent years, truss constructions have been the cause of many 
preventable injuries and deaths among first responders. 

A two-story home in North Hills was severely damaged by a 
fire in January. More than 100 firefighters from several different 
departments were on scene to fight the blaze. Firefighters 
initially fought the blaze in the basement until they were ordered 
to evacuate when a Deputy Chief realized that the home was 
built using truss construction. Within 45 seconds of evacuating 
the firefighters, the first floor of the house collapsed. 

“First responders put their lives on the line to protect our 
communities. We have an obligation to do all we can to ensure 
their safety and well-being. The residential truss construction 
notification system established by my legislation will enable 
first responders to take appropriate measures that will 
protect the lives of residents and ensure their own safety 
when responding to a fire emergency,” said Assemblywoman 
Michelle Schimel. 

Protecting Our First Responders 

The final state budget agreement 
incorporates recent legislation passed 
by the Assembly that helps fix the 
flawed implementation of Common 
Core, eliminates the State Education 
Department’s (SED) contract with 
InBloom, and requi res SED to 
request that all student information 
already provided to InBloom be 
deleted. Additional safeguards were 
also included in the budget to protect 
students’ private information from 
third-party vendors. 

Common Core Reforms:
•	 Significantly	limit	the	amount	of	classroom	time	used	
for	test	preparation	and	assessments

•	 Ban	standardized	tests	for	students	in	grades	K-2

•	 Delay	the	use	of	test	results	from	becoming	part	of	
the	permanent	record	for	students	in	grades	3-8

•	 Students	with	disabilities	and	English	Language	
Learners	are	to	be	assessed	based	on	their	
instructional	level	rather	than	chronological	age

•	 Direct	SED	to	provide	tools,	resources	and	materials	
to	assist	teachers	in	professional	development	related	
to	the	new	standards

Student Data Protections: 
•	 Allow	schools	to	opt	out	of	sharing	private	student	information	
with	similar	entities	and	certain	privately	run	data	dashboards

•	 Create	a	“Parents	Bill	of	Rights”	that	places	limitations	on	
sharing	student	data	with	third-party	vendors

•	 Require	SED	to	appoint	a	chief	privacy	officer,	who	is	
responsible	for	establishing	guidelines	for	sharing	student	data	
and	developing	policies	to	deal	with	any	data	breaches

•	 Require	third-party	vendors	to	notify	the	school	or	SED	of	any	
data	breaches

•	 If	a	third-party	vendor	fails	to	report	a	security	breach	they	can	
be	fined	up	to	$150,000

Schimel Secures Common Core Reforms & Student Data Protections
Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel 
attended a United Parent Teacher 
Council (UPTC) sponsored event 
at Great Neck South High School 
featuring Regent Roger Tilles, who 
spoke about the implementation 
of Common Core in New York 
State.  Pictured (L to R) are 
Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel, 
Great Neck School Superintendent 
Dr. Thomas Dolan, and Regent 
Roger Tilles. 



State Responds to Schimel’s Request to Intervene in PSEG Pole Project
Responding to Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel’s demands 
for state intervention, the New York State Department of 
Public Service (DPS) has agreed to conduct an independent 
analysis and review of PSEG-LI’s utility pole transmission 
project. This project has greatly affected the communities of Port 
Washington, Manhasset, and Great Neck. 

In a letter dated April 15 to Assemblywoman Schimel, Audrey 
Zibelman, the Chief Executive Officer of DPS, states that this 
study will help determine if there is merit to stop the project. The 
Department will also review the costs associated with burying 
the power lines, and will make recommendations to PSEG-LI 
about ways to improve its communication and outreach to elected 
officials and the community going forward. 

Schimel Helps First Responders Recruit Volunteers
To help fire departments and ambulance corps recruit and retain 
volunteers to perform essential emergency services in our 
communities, Assemblywoman Schimel sponsored legislation 
(A.6765) that would exempt proceeds from service award 
programs for volunteer firefighters and ambulance workers 
from personal income taxes. Due to an oversight in current law, 
service awards are not tax deductible like the pensions that paid 

firefighters and ambulance workers receive around the state. The 
Assemblywoman’s legislation would fix this inequity. 

Last session, the State Legislature unanimously passed 
Assemblywoman Schimel’s bill, but it was vetoed by the Governor. 
Working across the aisle with State Senator Philip Boyle, 
Assemblywoman Schimel was able to get this important measure 
inserted into the final state budget. 

Speaking to veterans at the Great Neck 
Social Center, Assemblywoman Michelle 
Schimel discusses her new legislation, 
“The Veterans Long-Term Care Access 
Act,” and provides information about 
the wide range of benefits and services 
available to veterans.

In an effort to ensure that veterans and 
their eligible family members, who qualify 
for Medicaid, continue to have access to 
long-term care services at state veterans’ 
homes, Assemblywoman Michelle 
Schimel has introduced the Veterans 
Long-Term Care Access Act (A.8917). 

New York State is currently converting 
from a traditional fee-for-service 
reimbursement system to a Medicaid 
managed care system for Medicaid 
recipients requiring long-term care. Under 
such a payment model, veteran Medicaid 
enrollees may be directed to non-state 
veteran facilities because state veterans’ 
homes may be unable to obtain or 

maintain contracts with certain managed 
care organizations. 

New York’s  five  s ta te  ve terans’ 
homes were created to provide highly 
specialized care and services to the 
veteran population. Access to long-term 
care services at these facilities is a benefit 
that honorably discharged veterans have 
earned through their service to our nation. 
Schimel’s legislation would require New 
York State to maintain a traditional fee-
for-service reimbursement system for 
state veterans’ homes so that eligible 
veterans can continue to receive the high 
quality care that they deserve.

Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel meets with the March 
of Dimes. Pictured (L to R) are Caitlin Conner, Samantha 
Coratti, Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel, and  
Amy Hines Kramer.

Staff and volunteers from the March of Dimes met with 
Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel in Albany to discuss 
the important work their organization is doing to reduce 
premature births, birth defects and infant mortality.

Schimel Meets with the March of Dimes

Schimel Introduces Veterans Long-Term Care Access Act

Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel signs a statement of support 
for Equal Pay Day after meeting with members of the North 
Shore Branch of the American Association of University Women 
(AAUW). Schimel is a co-sponsor of the Women’s Equality Act, 
which includes a provision that would eliminate the ability of 
employers to justify pay disparities based on gender. Pictured (L 
to R) with Assemblywoman Schimel (seated) are North Shore 
Branch AAUW members, Laura Porsch, Sharada Jayagopal, 
Diane Haney, and Trudy Ruchman.

Once again, the New York State Assembly has taken the lead in 
passing the Women’s Equality Act (WEA). While the Assembly 
passed the Governor’s full 10-point plan last year, the State 
Senate did not include a provision that would protect women’s 
reproductive rights. 

The reproductive health provision in WEA would bring New York 
State law in line with federal law with regards to a woman’s right 
to obtain an abortion. Current state law is outdated because New 
York led the nation in 1970 and passed abortion rights prior to the 
U.S. Supreme Court decision Roe v. Wade. If federal law is ever 
overturned, this legislation would guarantee reproductive rights to 
women in New York State. 

A co-sponsor of the Women’s Equality Act, Assemblywoman 
Michelle Schimel said, “Throughout the nation, we see aggressive 
attempts to restrict women’s reproductive rights. New York has been 
a leader in supporting women. I believe that the public wants their 
legislature to be one in which both houses respect women’s ability 
to make personal health care decisions that are in the best interest 
of their families and themselves.” 

The Assembly Passes the Women’s Equality Act



Fighting to Relieve Municipalities & School Districts from Costly Mandate

Protecting Breast Cancer Services 

Schimel Delivers Two Truckloads of Valentines & Donated Items to LI Veterans 

The Adelphi New York Statewide Breast Cancer Hotline and 
Support Program met with Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel 
to discuss the important services they provide to residents in 

Nassau County. The Assemblywoman successfully fought to 
secure funding for this important organization, which provides 
support and resources to thousands of Long Islanders each year.

As part of Assemblywoman Schimel’s annual Valentines for 
Vets program, the Assemblywoman delivered two truckloads of 
donated items and handmade valentines to veterans at the Long 
Island State Veterans Home in Stony Brook and the Northport 
VA Medical Center. The district-wide effort enlisted the help of 
public and parochial schools, girl scouts, businesses and private 
citizens, who contributed needed items, such as personal care 

Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel, Executive Director Fred 
Sganga, and Joe Ingino (Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 
82) celebrate Valentine’s Day with residents of the Long Island 
State Veterans Home.

The Port Washington Association Girl Scouts joined 
Assemblywoman Schimel to make homemade valentines 
for veterans.

products, outerwear, and electronics, to residents at both facilities. 

“I thank the community for generously opening their hearts and 
showing our veterans that they have not been forgotten,” said 
Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel, a member of the Assembly 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee.

Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel served on the panel 
at a recent Assembly Election Committee hearing, even 
though she is not a member of the committee. Schimel is 
photographed questioning Robert A. Brehm, Co-Executive 
Director of the New York State Board of Elections. 

Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel is fighting to relieve local 
governments and school districts from a costly voting machine 
mandate. Working together two years ago, Assemblywoman 
Schimel and Senator Martins successfully got a law enacted that 
allowed villages, school districts and special districts to continue 
using lever voting machines. This law will sunset on December 
31st, 2014.

In an effort to find a permanent solution to this problem, 
Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel served on the panel at a 
recent Assembly Election Committee hearing, even though 
she is not a member of the committee. At the public hearing, 
Schimel questioned Robert A. Brehm, Co-Executive Director of 
the New York State Board of Elections, as well as Michael Ryan, 
Commissioner of the New York City Board of Elections. Those 
present to testify in support of Schimel’s legislation were Great 
Neck Village Mayor Ralph Kreitzman, who spoke on behalf of 
the New York Conference of Mayors, Great Neck Park District 
Commissioner Robert Lincoln, Larry Greenstein, Trustee of 
the Port Washington School Board, Lorraine Deller, Executive 
Director of the Nassau-Suffolk School Boards Association, and 
Kevin Greenstein, an activist for the developmentally disabled. 

Later this month, Assemblywoman Schimel will be hosting 
a meeting in Albany with the important stakeholders on this 
issue to find a solution to this problem.

Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel
Albany Office:
Room 702, Legislative Office Building
Albany, New York 12248
518-455-5192

District Office:
45 North Station Plaza, Suite 203
Great Neck, New York 11021 
516-482-6966

E-mail: schimelm@assembly.state.ny.us

Pictured left to right are Sandi Kafenbaum, 
Counseling Coordinator, Hillary Rutter, Executive 
Director, Heather Edmonson, Program Supervisor, 
Naomi Cunningham, Outreach Coordinator, 
Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel (front row), Kathi 
Kassover, Hotline and Volunteer Coordinator, and 
Angelica Medina, Bilingual Outreach Coordinator. 


