
A message from
Assemblywoman  
Margaret Markey...
Dear Neighbors:

The legislative session that has 
just concluded was one of the most 
productive since I’ve represented you 
in Albany. 

Despite the difficulties faced by 
New York State as a result of difficult 
economic times, the Assembly, Senate, 
and the Governor worked together and 
compromised to make some tough 
choices about the state budget that 
made it possible to reach an agree-
ment about a new budget that was on 
time, in balance, and required no new 
taxes. In doing that, we closed a $10 
billion budget gap in the current year.

That was the good news, but 
there is bad news that has me deeply 
troubled. For the second year in a 
row, there is no funding available for 
worthy local organizations here in 
Queens. Sadly, the ”member item” 
(also known as “pork”) has become 
a dirty word in political circles as a 
result of a few outrageous abuses by a 
small handful of people. 

The result is that the important and 
effective work of dozens of service, civ-
ic, and non-profit organizations right 
here in our neighborhoods is badly 
harmed. Some of those hurt include a 
food pantry at Trinity Church, the Cen-
tral Astoria Local Business Coalition, 
Woodside on the Move, Maspeth Town 
Hall, and many others whose work is 
particularly needed during these chal-
lenging times.

I am hopeful that as the economy 
improves, we will be able to restore 
this funding in future years to give ur-
gently needed support to the outstand-
ing work of our local non-profits.

Sincerely,

Margaret Markey

Celebrate the Woodside Library Centennial
Check-in improvements to make service more user friendly are 
coming to the Library thanks to my state funding of $250,000 

As the Woodside library enters a 
second century of service to commu-
nity residents, I am delighted to have 
arranged for a state grant of $250,000 
to the Queens Public Library for major 
capital improvements at this branch. The 
funds will pay for installation of an ex-
terior self-check-in unit that will make 
routine processes more user friendly and 
also free up the library’s hard-working 
staff to deal with the needs of individual 
patrons. The funding will also bring a 
similar unit to the Maspeth Library.

It was an honor to participate 
in the centennial celebration as the 
Queens Library System marked the 
1910 opening of the Woodside Library. 
This library branch has been a shining 
treasure for generations of residents 
and the centennial is a reminder of the 
important role that a library plays in the life of a community. As successive waves of immi-
grants from every continent have arrived in Woodside over the past 200 years, the staff has also 
had the extra responsibility of introducing newcomers to a new community, a new language 
and a new culture. I salute them for their outstanding work.   

I have been a strong supporter of library service in Queens since my first days in the 
Legislature. Not only have I provided state funding for the boroughwide Queens Public 
Library system, but I have also previously funded major improvement work at the Maspeth, 
Woodside and Astoria branches.

No birthday celebration is complete without a 
cake. I joined Queens Library Director Thomas 
Galante (left) and City Councilmember Jimmy 
Van Bramer in cutting the centennial cake.

Honor P.S. 299 Students for Their Japan Relief Spirit 
It was a joy to add my official recognition from the NY State Assembly to the students of 
P.S. 299 as they kicked off the school’s Spirit Week in May with the presentation of their 
check for $6,205.92 to the American Red Cross. I presented a plaque to Principal Dr. Sibylle 
Ajwani, to honor the school for its outstanding work in raising funds to help the victims of 
the earthquake and tsunami that struck Japan in March.
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We Kept Senior Centers Open
We responded strongly to a budget crisis earlier this year that would have 
closed more than 100 senior centers in New York City, including many in 
Queens. Here I joined some of the happy members of Maspeth SelfHelp to 
celebrate the good news that the Legislature ensured that $25 million would 
be in the current state budget to keep these centers open and operating.

Our On-time State Budget Closed a Massive
$10 Billion Gap and Resulted in No New Taxes

The budget process this year was remarkable for two reasons. First, 
we adopted the first on-time state budget in many years and second, we 
eliminated a $10 billion budget gap the state faced this year and we did 
it with no new taxes. 

At the same time, we moved the state toward better fiscal health in the 
future by eliminating a total of $39 billion in deficits over the next four years.

The Assembly majority has been a strong champion for better edu-
cation, for affordable health care, and for basic programs for children, 
seniors, and job growth. Some of us thought that there was too much pain 
in the proposed budget for people who could least afford it, since many of 
the cuts would have affected programs that are more important than ever 
during tough economic times like these.

I am proud that we were successful in restoring many items to the 
budget that would have impacted some of our most vulnerable citizens. 
These included: $22.3 million to keep the EPIC prescription drug program 
affordable for seniors; $15.2 million for summer jobs for kids; $36 million 
to keep senior centers open around the state, including 105 in New York 
City; and $230 million in general support for education, including $53 
million for NYC schools.

The new budget also includes economic development initiatives and 
restorations to boost state job creation efforts and additional funding to keep 
college education affordable by restoring funds for community colleges. 

We Had a Productive Session in Albany 

Thanks to the Troop 45 Boy Scouts 
I was grateful to Scoutmaster Fred Coltrinari and members of his 
Boy Scout Troop 45 for assisting at my inauguration for a new term 
at the beginning of the year. Here we are joined by some of the other 
program participants, U.S. Senator Charles Schumer and Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley.

Some of the Other  
Legislative Highlights:
Following are some of the notable bills ad-
opted by the Assembly and Senate that have 
been sent to the Governor for his signature: 

Strengthening NYC rent laws — Regula-
tions that promote better access to affordable 
housing were enhanced by bipartisan legislation 
we adopted that closed loopholes and makes it 
more difficult for landlords to raise rents and 
remove apartments from rent controls.

Landmark ethics reform — Working with 
the Governor, we created independent oversight 
of the legislative and executive branches and 
we put tough new requirements into effect for 
disclosure of outside income and conflicts of 
interest by public officials. In the future, public 
officials who are convicted of a felony related to 
their work will face loss of their pension benefits.

Keeping college affordable — Guaran-
teeing quality education while keeping tuition 
affordable at State University of New York 
(SUNY) and City University (CUNY) cam-
puses is the goal of legislation we adopted that 
will permit incremental tuition increases over 
the next five years while also establishing a 
new tuition credit system for students eligible 
for the Tuition Assistance Program.

Making auto traffic safer — We adopted 
legislation that beefs up existing laws that 
makes texting or using any electronic device 
while behind the wheel of a car a primary of-
fense. We also passed a bill that requires driv-
ers on highways and parkways to move over 
and slow down when approaching an emer-
gency vehicle.

Extend unemployment benefits — The 
Governor has already signed an authorization we 
adopted to pay an additional 13 weeks of unem-
ployment benefits to New Yorkers who are out of 
a job, a benefit affecting some 160,000 residents. 

Incentives for new power sources — En-
couraging new sources of clean, affordable and 
reliable electricity, particularly solar power, is 
the aim of legislation we adopted. It also makes 
it possible for homeowners to invest in “green” 
money-saving energy improvements and pay 
the cost through their monthly electric bill. 

Better access to taxi service — People 
who seek taxi service in Queens and the other 
boroughs outside of Manhattan will soon have 
better access to taxicabs thanks to legislation 
we adopted that will permit licensed, for-hire 
car service drivers to pick up riders on the street.

Support for small businesses — We pro-
vided $55.4 million to a program that gives 
small businesses greater access to capital in an 
effort to improve the business climate in the 
state. The NY State Capital Access Program, 
Innovate NY Fund and Bonding Guarantee 
Assistance Program will make it possible for 
small businesses to borrow money to expand 
and create new jobs.



Childhood sexual abuse costs New York State taxpayers more than $1 bil-
lion a year, some $230,000 for each new case. Those were the startling figures 
that emerged when I held a public hearing on my Child Victims Act of New York 
legislation in the spring with the Assembly Codes Committee. 

Researchers tell us that one in five children in America is a victim of childhood 
sexual abuse—most of it at the hands of family members or acquaintances, or by 
other people they trust and respect. But since most victims are not able to report 
what has happened to them until they are well into adulthood, current law enables 
many predators to avoid the consequences of their immoral and illegal acts by “run-
ning out the clock” on their crime—taking advantage of our arbitrary and outdated 
statute of limitations. 

My bill has already been adopted by the Assembly three times over the past seven 
years, but still has not yet come to the floor in the State Senate. It will extend the civil 
and criminal statute of limitations for these crimes. It will give victims a greater op-
portunity to have their day in court and will also protect future generations of New 
York children from abuse by exposing pedophiles that have previously been hidden.

More than a dozen criminal justice, academic and victim service experts pre-
sented testimony to the committee. They spoke about the severe impact of childhood 
sexual abuse on victims and the reasons why many victims don’t ever come forward 
about what happened to them until well into adulthood, if ever. They also spoke about 
the high economic cost of childhood sexual abuse to government and society. 

A strong argument for a longer statute of limitations came from the office 
of Queens District Attorney Richard Brown, which reported that when that of-
fice reviewed backlogged DNA evidence that had been collected over 10 years 
beginning in the late 1980’s, it found 75 cases where a perpetrator was able to be 
identified, but who was not able to be prosecuted because the current statute of 
limitations had expired. Another 89 similar cases were identified in the Bronx and 
more than 600 similar cases were identified in Manhattan. 

We have become all-too-familiar with the horrendous personal impact of 
child sexual abuse on individual children and their families. Now, we also know that New York taxpayers and all of society 
are affected by child rape and sexual abuse. I will continue to fight to make the Child Victims Act the law in New York State.

Child Sexual Abuse Costs New York State $1 Billion Every 
Year in Economic Impact on Taxpayers, Victims and Society 

I reported on my public hearing at a press 
conference that kicked off a May Lobby 
Day in Albany for the Child Victims Act. 
Speakers included several victims who 
have recently come forward to tell about 
their ordeals, including one Albany area 
man who was able to bring his abuser to 
justice in Massachusetts which has a very 
different statute of limitations.

It was a delight to stand with my local government 
colleagues and city officials to formally dedicate the new 
Elmhurst Park on Grand Avenue. This six-acre $20 mil-
lion open space replaces the unsightly Elmhurst Gas Tanks 
which were demolished more than a decade ago.

This wonderful park is a tribute to how great things 
can happen when government and the community work 
together to convince a private company to do a good thing. 

At the dedication, I reminded Mayor Mike Bloomberg 
and the audience of the critical role of Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver who brought Congressman Joseph Crowley 
and I and other area elected officials together, face-to-face, 
with the President of Keyspan so we could convince the 
company to make the site available for a park. It was the 
beginning of a process that led to the environmental cleanup 
of the site and its acquisition by the City of New York for $1. 

Where there were once ugly gas tanks, the city and the 
community have created a magnificent new public space 
that will be enjoyed by many future generations of Elm-
hurst and Maspeth residents.

A New Park is Created Where Ugly Gas Tanks Once Stood

We were all smiles as Mayor Bloomberg led in cutting the ribbon to officially 
open the new Elmhurst Park. In addition to Borough President Helen Marshall 
and Councilmember Elizabeth Crowley (far left and right) we were joined by 
Congressman Joseph Crowley (behind the Mayor), Community Board 4 Dis-
trict Manager Richard Italiano and Pat Toro of Chapter 32, Vietnam Veterans 
of America, which is working to place a memorial for veterans in the park.

Union Apprentices Visit Albany 
Apprenticeship programs prepare young men and women 
for good-paying construction jobs. I was pleased to re-
cently welcome this group of apprentices to Albany, led 
by George Reilly of Local 1 of the New York State Pipe 
Trades Association. They were visiting legislators to tell 
them about the importance of their training. 
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Visit at Woodside Head Start Center
The Queens-based Child Center of New York serves more 
than 18,000 children every year at 80 different sites. I recently 
had the opportunity to visit its Roosevelt Avenue site and see 
a Head Start program in action.

Shut Down Maurice Ave. Speedway
Illegal nighttime drag racing on Maurice Avenue along the 
border of Woodside and Maspeth has been a long-standing 
problem. Now, however, it has been put to an end with the 
installation of speed bumps by the Department of Transpor-
tation. The bumps were installed in May after I and other 
public officials from the area called the attention of DOT to 
the problem after pleas from local residents and civic groups. 
The illegal activity reached intolerable heights, especially on 
weekends, after the street had been repaved in 2010. Every-
body deserves a good night’s sleep and this illegal and danger-
ous activity has been stopped. 

Queens Veterans Visit Albany
I was pleased to welcome Marvin Jeffcoat, Commander of 
Woodside’s John Vincent Daniel VFW Post, who traveled to 
Albany with a delegation of other Queens leaders to make us 
aware of issues that are important to veterans.

Boulevard Gardens 
Commemorates the Day

Boulevard Gardens held its own Memorial 
Day program in cooperation with American Le-
gion Post 1836 and the Post Auxiliary. I was hon-
ored to participate in this commemoration honor-
ing those members of the post who gave their lives 
to defend our freedom and it was a great pleasure 
to introduce the audience to one of the Gardens’ 
own residents, John LaRocque, who will soon be 
entering the U.S. Air Force.

Bobby Brothers Were Parade Grand Marshals 
Woodside commemorates Memorial Day every year with ceremonies in Dough-

boy Park that are sponsored by the St. Sebastian’s Post 870 of the Catholic War Vet-
erans. Two Marine Corps brothers from Woodside were Grand Marshals of the 2011 
Woodside Memorial Day Parade and I was pleased to honor them in ceremonies at 
the conclusion of the parade. Second Lt. Kenneth Bobby Jr. and brother, Corporal 
Michael Bobby, sons of Kenneth and Mary Ann Bobby, were both members of the 
St. Sebastian’s Catholic War Veterans Boys Brigade when they were growing up. Lt. 
Bobby, who was just commissioned in May, is headed for more training at Quantico, 
VA, and Corporal Bobby is being deployed to Afghanistan in August.

Marking Memorial Day in Woodside

I praised Air Force-bound John LaRocque, here 
with his mother, at the Boulevard Gardens event.


