
A362 – This bill makes technical 
changes to another bill that was 
passed last session requiring that 
all schools recognize mental health 
as part of their health education 
program. (Signed by the Governor. 
Chapter 1 of the Laws of 2017) 

A982A – This bill would establish 
that all school districts are 
approved evaluators of preschool 
students suspected of having a 
disability, eliminating additional 
paperwork for school districts.

A1036 – This bill would streamline 
the process of transition planning 
when students with disabilities are 
no longer eligible for tuition free 
educational services.

A1039 - This bill would clarify 
that continuing teacher and leader 
education requirements apply to all 
holders of professional certificates 
in the classroom teaching service, 
holders of level III teaching 
assistant certificates and holders 
of profession certificates in the 
educational leadership or service 
regardless of whether they are 
employed by a school district, 
BOCES or nonpublic school.

A2597 – This bill would require  
school districts to report to the 
State Education Department (SED) 
on their compliance with physical 
education instruction requirements 
for elementary schools. 

A6053A – Rory Staunton’s Law 
would establish a sepsis awareness, 
prevention and education program 
within SED to educate students, 
parents and school personnel about 
sepsis awareness.

It also would include sepsis in 
current coursework and training 
in infection control practices that 
all optometrists, dentists, nurses, 
podiatrists, physician assistants and 
physicians must complete.

A6515A – This bill would enhance 
SED’s ability to provide financial 
assistance to college students 
who are blind, deaf, deaf-blind or 
hard of hearing for the purchase 
and use of supports and assistive 
technology to assist students in 
reading. 

A7684 – This bill would require 
the NYC Department of Education 
to provide information to the public  
and parents relating to inspections 
of school kitchens and cafeterias.

A381 - This bill would require 
the commissioner of education to 
count how many ninth graders are 
enrolled in career education classes 
in school districts that receive state 
aid for career education.

A6514A – This bill would 
authorize Special Act School 
Districts to establish a fiscal 
stabilization reserve fund and 
authorize SED and the Division 
of the Budget to establish a tuition 
rate methodology for school age 
programs operated by in-state 
approved private schools for 
the education of students with 
disabilities (853 schools) and 
Special Act School Districts. 

Dear  
Neighbor:
I am pleased to share 
this newsletter with 
you. Please find updates 
from Albany and our 
community. Check our 
website for dates and 
locations of our mobile 
district offices. If you 
have any other questions 
or concerns do not 
hesitate to call, drop by 
our office or send me 
an email at nolanc@
nyassembly.gov.

Sincerely,

Catherine Nolan 
Member of Assembly

DISTRICT OFFICE:  
47-40 21st Street 

Room 810 
Long Island City, NY 11101  

718-784-3194 

EMAIL:  
nolanc@nyassembly.gov

WEBSITE
http://nyassembly.gov/
mem/Catherine-Nolan

Fall 2017

Nolan Legislation

Catherine Nolan
Helping Our Community

ALBANY UPDATE



Support for Canopy/Shade in  
Hunters Point South Park
I sent a letter to NYC Parks in support of providing some sort of 
canopy or shade to be installed in Hunters Point Park. My office 
responded after learning of a petition which had been circulating in 
our community, to provide a shade or canopy over the playground 
in Hunters Point South Park.

Many of the parks in the city which do not have shade structures 
are afforded natural shade from tree canopies or enjoy shade for 
part of the day from the surrounding architecture. Hunters Point 
South has direct sun exposure making the equipment incredibly hot 
during the summer months and the afternoons during the school 
year. I look forward to working with the NYC Department Parks, 
my colleagues in government and civic organizations in Hunters 
Point to find a solution. 

Fighting to re-open  
Engine Company 261 in Dutch Kills
As the Long Island City community continues to grow and expand, 
our communities need more fire protection especially with the 
growing number of high rise apartments and the continued presence 
of industry side by side with hi-rise hotels and condos. Re-opening 
Engine Company 261 would provide additional services which 
would increase the safety and security of the growing population 
in our community. I have written several letters to the Mayor’s 

Working for our Community

As the Chair of the Assembly Education Committee, I was proud 
to work with all parties involved to pass a two-year extension of 
mayoral control of New York City schools. This agreement will 
give our educational system the stability it needs and create an 
environment for our children to succeed. I have been a supporter of 
mayoral control because I believe it makes the educational system 
more  accountable to the public. Extending mayoral control for two 

years is a step in the right direction. I look forward to continue 
working with NYC Chancellor Farina to give our students the 
best outcome necessary in their academic careers. Universal 
Pre-K, parent coordinators, after school programs and gifted 
and talented programs would not have been possible without the 
mayoral control system. 

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan with Assemblywoman Alicia Hyndman and several students from the Queens Bar Association. 

Education Update

Queens Bar Association 

Back to School

I would like to wish all of our students a wonderful 
experience on their first day of school. Please know 
that there are a number of Pre-K sites in the district. 
Please visit the following website to find several 
programs in and around our neighborhood: https://
maps.nyc.gov/upk/.

office and FDNY and was recently told that a study was being 
conducted to identity additional areas that need fire protection. I 
will keep advocating for our communities to receive the necessary 
services they deserve. 

Meeting with  
Regent Judith Chin

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan, 
Regent Judith Chin, NYS Education 

Commissioner MaryEllen Elia at a  
briefing on Education in Queens. 



Meeting our Businesses

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan with Jaime Faye-Bean, 
Executive Director, Sunnyside Shines/BID and Ira Greenberg, 
Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan’s Office and Sunnyside 
resident. 

AROUND THE DISTRICT 

Queensbridge Family Day
I look forward to attending Queensbridge Family Day which 
offers so much to all of our residents. Thank you to Tenant 
Association President April Simpson for organizing a successful 
family day. A big thanks to all of the participants including Ms. 
Marion Jeffries of the NAACP, Bishop Mitchell Taylor of Urban 
Upbound, Christopher Hanway of Jacob Riis Settlement House, 
Cynthia Davis of the Floating Hospital and all of the partners 
who work throughout the year to make this event successful. 

April Simpson, President, Queensbridge Tenant Association, Kim 
Alston, 2nd Vice President, Queensbridge Tenant Association, 
Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan and Vera Ogletree, Sargent-
at-Arms, Queensbridge Tenant Association. 

NYCHA’s 
Jobs Plus 
program 
and 
Astoria 
Houses

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan speaking at NYCHA’s Jobs 
Plus Program. Also pictured – NYCHA Chair and CEO Shola 
Olatoye, Astoria Houses TA President Ms. Claudia Coger, several 
residents and NYCHA representatives. 

New Pre-K Center in Court Square
I toured a new Pre-K site on Jackson Avenue in Court Square with 
NYC Deputy Mayor Richard Buery and many parents from our 
community. The opening of this new site will start to help both 
the short and long term problems that Hunters Point and Court 
Square have experienced with regard to Pre-K wait lists. Last 
year, I wrote to the Mayor to inform him of the problems that our 
community was experiencing in Long Island City. Working with 
the Gantry Parent Association and my colleagues in government 
we successfully advocated for the city to build several new 
schools and allow students to remain in P.S. 78 for Pre-K services. 

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan with Roberto Perez, NYC School 
Construction Authority, William Fahey, Deputy Superintendent, 
District 30, Megan Cirrito, President, Friends of Court Square 
Library and Secretary of the Gantry Parent’s Association, Becky 
Barnes of the Court Square Civic Association/Gantry Parent’s 
Association and Kadie Black, Board Chair of the Gantry Parents 
Association.

Ridgewood Property Owners and  
announcing an installation of IS 93 Elevator
I attended the May meeting of the Ridgewood Property Owners to 
give an update on many issues including this year’s enacted state 
budget. I also had the privilege to introduce Michael Mirisola of 
the School Construction Authority who gave welcoming news 
that a project to install an elevator in the main building of I.S. 
93Q will begin construction this fall. 

Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan 
with Paul Kerzner, 
President, 
Ridgewood Property 
Owners & Civic 
Association and 
Michael Mirisola 
of the NYC School 
Construction 
Authority. 

Meeting with the ‘Justice for all Coalition’

Seonae Byeon, CAAAV, Sylvia White, Justice for all Coalition, 
Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan, Analvonne Rispis, Justice 
for all Coalition and Roxy Chang, CAAAV. Not pictured Dr. 
Diane Brown, Justice for all Coalition. 

Ridgewood/
Glendale 
Memorial Day 
Parades
Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan 
with Evelyn Cruz, 
Congresswoman Nydia 
Velazquez’s Office and 
several Officers from the 
104th Police Precinct. 
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Helping our 
Seniors
Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan with 
Donna M. Corrado, 
PhD, Commissioner, 
NYC Department for 
the Aging and several 
senior citizens of 
Sunnyside Community 
Services during the 
launch of the Age-
Friendly NYC program. 

Greater Ridgewood Youth Council -  
21st Century Grant Announcement 
Congratulations to Bob Monahan and the Greater Ridgewood 
Youth Council for obtaining a much deserved 21st Century 
Grant. This funding will allow the organization to eliminate 
the $150 per month fee program that usually gets charged 
for families of the afterschool program. As a one stop shop, 
the Youth Council has been a wonderful asset and institution 
for the Ridgewood community in providing Pre-K services, 
afterschool programming and good jobs for our young adults. 

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan with Michele Dzwonek, 
Principal, P.S. 239Q and several students and employees 
from the Greater Ridgewood Youth Council.

Supporting our Local Commanding Officers 

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan with Captain John 
Mastronardi, Commanding Officer, 104th Police Precinct, 
Detective Thomas Bell, Community Affairs, 104th Police 
Precinct, Diane Ballek, Assemblywoman Nolan’s Office.

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan with Captain Ralph Forgione, 
Commanding Officer, 108th Police Precinct and Diane Ballek, 
President, 108th Community Council and Assemblywoman 
Nolan’s Office. 

Visiting our 
Schools

 I visit schools in our 
district as often as 

possible, here I took a 
photo visiting P.S.153 in 
Maspeth, with Principal 

David Berkowitz, my 
community liaison Diane 

Ballek, her grandson 
James, and teacher  

Ms. Lopez.


