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Dear Neighbor,

I wrote to you recently that Mayor Bloomberg seemed likely to try again to close down 20 fi rehouses across 
the city, including our own Castle on the Hill Firehouse at 1157 79th Street. The Mayor has released his budget 
and it confi rms, once again, he will not be providing adequate funding to many vital programs, including the 
FDNY. Just as we did last year, we are going to have to fi ght Mayor Bloomberg to save Engine 284 and the 
79th Street Firehouse.

If the Mayor succeeds in closing fi rehouses, he will be putting lives in jeopardy. I do not plan on letting this 
happen and have been working closely with Councilman Gentile and Fire Commissioner Cassano on this issue. 
On the back of this letter, is Commissioner Cassano’s response to my letter to him.

You will see that his response was less than satisfactory and I need you to join me in standing up to the 
Administration on this issue. While the Mayor’s concern with a balanced budget is admirable, there are issues 
on which compromise is unacceptable, and public safety is one of these issues. We will stand together as a 
community, just like last year, and demonstrate to Mayor Bloomberg that we will not be bullied.

In order to prove to the Mayor just how serious we are, I need you to call 311. Tell them to tell the Mayor he 
cannot close our fi rehouse on 79th Street and we will not accept any other answer.

Update:
Mayor Bloomberg 

Wants to Close 
Our Firehouse
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