
Dear Friends:
As I prepare this newsletter, we are in the final days of 

the 2010 Legislative Session. These last days of session are 
very hectic and challenging, as we in the Assembly have been 
working diligently to reach a final budget agreement with the 
Senate and the Governor. This has been a very difficult year and 
many programs have suffered as a result of the financial crisis 
that our state is currently facing. However, as I stated in my 
previous newsletter, it is important that budget cuts and spending 
freezes are shared equitably and funding for critical programs, 
such as education, healthcare and services for our elderly are 
maintained at a level to meet the needs of our community. I am 
hopeful that the final budget will reflect these views.

In this newsletter, you will read about the progress of some 
of my legislative initiatives. You will also read about events 
that have been taking place in our community, including our 
Children Awareness Month Celebration. 

I look forward to spending the months ahead in our 
Brooklyn community and attending the many local events that 
have been planned for the summer. It is also my hope that I 
will have the opportunity to visit with many of you during 
these events.

In closing, I would like to express my gratitude to each 
and every one of you for your support and loyalty throughout 
the years. I am honored to represent you in the New York State 
Assembly. 

May God bless you and your family!
Sincerely,

 

 

Assemblyman Felix 
Ortiz strongly believes that 
the state needs to implement 
stricter laws when it comes 
to protecting victims of 
domestic violence. At a 
press conference held earlier 
this year, the Assemblyman 
stressed the importance of his 
legislation, (A.2599), which 
would require the wearing 
of an electronic monitoring 
device by individuals who 
had an order of protection 
issued against them because 
of domestic violence. He 
emphasized that the monitoring device would allow pinpoint 
tracking of a perpetrator and provide a much needed element of 
protection for victims of domestic violence. The crime of domestic 
violence occurs every 15 seconds in the United States, which is 
more frequent than any other crime. 

Assemblyman Ortiz was joined at the press conference by Erika’s family 
members and supporters of his legislation.

continued on page 4

Ortiz Pushes for Strict Monitoring of Domestic Violence Perpetrators



Caring for our Community•

Assemblyman Ortiz visits La Unión in 
Sunset Park Brooklyn to address the group 
and listen to concerns affecting minority 
communities.

  

The month of May 2010 was dedicated to the children of New 
York State and proclaimed “Children Awareness Month,” thanks to 
a Resolution that was sponsored by Assemblyman Ortiz. As part of 
Children Awareness Month, workshops are held in the Assemblyman’s 
Brooklyn office for students from various schools in his district. The 
students are selected by the principals of the schools, and they are 
given the opportunity to learn about the operations of state government 
and the legislative process. 

“Over the years, this educational project has been very successful 
and each year it seems that more and more children 
participate. “I have been very pleased with the 
enthusiasm and interest displayed by the students 
who attend my workshops. These children are 
eager to learn about our government and it 
is a pleasure to work with them,” said 
Assemblyman Ortiz.

On Saturday, June 5, 2010, 
all student participants and 
their families were treated to a 
special event at the New York 
Aquarium. Everyone enjoyed a 
tasty lunch and entertainment 
that was provided by Grupo 
Cultura de Sunset Park. Certificates of Merit were presented to all the 
children that participated in the Children Awareness Month project. 

Above are photos which were taken at the Children Awareness 
Month celebration at the Aquarium. 

	   

Children Awareness Month Celebration

Ortiz visits La Unión in Sunset Park Brooklyn



Caring for our Community•

Community residents joined Assemblyman Felix Ortiz to protest the MTA cuts to the B37 bus line 
route from Bay Ridge to Downtown Brooklyn. Cutting the bus line would cause undue hardships to 
residents especially the senior and disabled people in the community. The rally, which took place 
at 44th Street & 3rd Avenue, was well attended by community residents. 

During the 2010 Session members of the Taxi Worker 
Alliance traveled to Albany to enlist the Assemblyman’s 
support for the Taxi Driver Protection Act which passed 
both Houses of the Legislature and is expected to be signed 
into law by the Governor. 

Assemblyman Ortiz, former Veterans Committee Chair, attended 
a Disabled Veterans’ Summit Meeting on June 17th in Albany. 
The purpose of the meeting was to explore topics relevant 
to disabled veterans regarding jobs, career development, 
rehabilitation services; and to assist in identifying organizations 
that can help disabled veterans in need of service.

Assemblyman Ortiz participates in the Puerto Rican Day Parade.  

Puerto Rican Day Parade  

A Rally Held to Protest the MTA Cuts 

Disabled Veterans’ Summit Meeting

Taxi Driver Protection Act
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The following seasonal Green 
Markets, located in Brooklyn, are 
now opened until November. Many 
accept EBT/Electronic Benefits 
Cards. Buy fresh produce and explore 
tasty and healthy food options while 
supporting our local farmers.

THURSDAYS:
BORO PARK

14th Avenue, between 49th & 50th Streets
8:00 am – 3:00 pm

SATURDAYS:
BAY RIDGE

3rd Avenue & 95th Street
8:00 am – 3:00 p.m.

RED HOOK FARMERS MARKET
Sponsored by Added-Value 

580 Columbia Street 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm

SUNSET PARK
4th Avenue between 59th & 60th Streets

8:00 am – 3:00 pm

*For a full listing of all NYC Green 
Markets, environmental programs 
and community gardens, log onto 

www.cenyc.org.  www.cenyc.org.

The Assembly recently passed 
legislation which Assemblyman 
Ortiz sponsored that establishes a 
Domestic Workers’ Bill of Rights. 
This measure will provide fair 
workplace treatment for hundreds of 
thousands of nannies, home health 
aides and housekeepers, who, in 
the past, have not been offered the 
same protections as other people 
working in New York State. With 
this initiative, the domestic workers 
will be covered under the New York 
State Human Rights Law, the New 
York State Wage and Hour Law and 
the State Disability Law.

The Domestic Workers’ Bill 
of Rights establishes a 40-hour work week for workers 
and provides time-and-a-half pay for any work over 40 
hours per week or 44 hours per week if the worker resides 
in the home of the employer; provides for one day of rest 
per week; provides three additional days of rest each year 
to domestic workers who have been employed by the same 
employer for one year; includes domestic workers under 
the minimum wage law and the state disability law; and 
provides protections for workers from sexual harassment 
and discrimination.

“I have been fighting on behalf of Domestic Workers for a 
very long time and I am extremely pleased that we were able 
to pass this important legislation. These workers are among the 
hardest working people I know. They work long hours taking care 
of other people’s children, our aging population and households 
with very little compensation. With the passage of this legislation, 
we are ensuring that these individuals are treated fairly and that 
they receive the compensation and benefits enjoyed by other 
employees in our State,” said Assemblyman Ortiz.

This bill also passed the Senate and is before the Governor 
for his signature.

Assemblyman Ortiz supports Domestic Workers’ Bill of Rights 
at a Press Conference earlier this year.

Ortiz first introduced the bill in 
2007 after Erika Delia, a young woman 
from Babylon, was murdered by her ex-
boyfriend, and he has been pushing for its 
passage since that time. “Too often we see 
victims, like Erika, who are harassed or 
murdered by individuals against whom an 
order of protection has already been issued. 
With today’s technology, we can and should 
prevent such tragedies from occurring 
by monitoring the whereabouts of the 
offender and my legislation will certainly 
accomplish this,” said Assemblyman 
Ortiz.  

Domestic Workers’ Bill of Rights 

Green Market 
Information

Domestic Violence Perpetrators
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