Dear Friends:

As a result of the 2010 census, on January 1, 2013, the 51"
Assembly district has shifted and now includes new constituents
that I am happy to serve. If you are one of them, I welcome you to
the district and encourage you to reach out to my Brooklyn office
should you have any questions, complaints, concerns or need any
sort of assistance. My staff and I are here for you!

As you read this newsletter, and the 2013 Legislative Session
develops, we have already seen much progress and many changes
in Albany. The Legislature has, once again, passed an on-time
budget that lowers taxes for middle class families and small
businesses, allocates $8.28 billion to New York City schools (an
increase of $363.9 million over last year’s budget), and increases
the minimum wage to $9.00 per hour by 2016. These changes are
particularly beneficial to our community, which is still recovering
from the devastation that Hurricane Sandy left behind. It was the
selflessness and tirelessness displayed by so many of you that
made this struggle a little bit easier to bear. I would like to take
this time to thank every single one of you for coming together
for the betterment of the community. In unity lies the power to
address every issue and overcome every misstep.

During this legislative session, 1 am pushing for the
passage of legislation that is near and dear to my heart, among
them are: a bill that would require a guidance counselor in each
elementary, intermediate, middle, junior and senior high school;
an act to require firearm owners to obtain liability insurance;
a bill that would enhance physical education requirements in
all elementary and secondary schools; an act that would allow
students who have been diagnosed with extreme allergies to
carry and use a device to self-administer epinephrine during
the school day and school-sponsored activities. In my opinion,
these issues are of key importance and must be addressed this
year. I hope to count on your support and remember that I am
always open to feedback.

In closing, I would like to thank you for the support you
provide me each and every year. It is truly an honor to represent
you in the New York State Assembly. Please remember that I am
always available to you should you have any needs or concerns.

May God bless you and keep you safe!

Sincerely,

Félix W. Ortiz
Member of Assembly
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Assemblyman Ortiz greets two constituents in his District office.

Assemblyman Félix W. Ortiz joinrs a class of students at P.S. 94.
MMRBEFNLT - BBLERFURIU RN —WBRERE—IE - .

Assemblyman Félix W. Ortiz attends the
opening of the 9™ and Smith Street
Subway Station.
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Assemblyman Félix W. Ortiz named
Chair of NYS Assembly Cities Committee

In February of this year, NYS Assembly
Speaker Sheldon Silver announced his appoint-
ment of Assemblyman Félix W. Ortiz to Chair the
Assembly Cities Committee. This committee is
responsible for the initiation and review of legis-
lation affecting New York State’s 62 cities. Bills
referred to the Committee on Cities are those that
would amend city charters, the Administrative
Code of the City of New York, the General City
Law, the Second Class Cities Law or the General
Municipal Law.

Assemblyman Félix W. Ortiz has started
to visit many cities around the state to meet
and work closely with mayors and deputy
mayors. His aim is to ensure a more unified
New York State; in which every family, from
Buffalo to Montauk, and from Staten Island
to St. Lawrence County, will have their voic-
es heard. This position will give Assembly-
man Félix W. Ortiz a better opportunity to
highlight the needs of every individual within
the five boroughs.

Assemblyman Félix W. Ortiz is
welcomed in Albany City Hall.
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On March 22, 2013, Assemblyman Félix
W. Ortiz welcomed the seniors of his district to
the 26" Annual SOMOS EI Futuro Conference,
Senior Summit. The seniors were given the op-
portunity to meet and greet elected officials and
share their questions and concerns regarding
the issues that impact their communities.

Assemblyman Ortiz
poses with seniors from
his district at the Senior

Luncheon.
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All Emergencies FTBHN R RXIER m
Notify NYC {HiUrhfhs

Notify NYC is the City of New York’s official source for information

about emergency events and important City services. 311

Registration is free.
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Domestic Violence Hotline R ER D EVR
(All languages, 24-hour, shelter, counseling, legal assistance, benefits)
(FTHEES ~ /N ~ HEEERT ~ 530 ~ &R -~ 18H))

(800) 621-4673

NYS Incest/Sexual Assault (24-hour hotline)
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If your building owner fails to maintain your apartment and
provide essential services, you may report the condition to the
City’s Customer Service Center

(Open 24 hours a day, seven days a week)
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(212) 267-7273

311
Outside NYC: (212) NEW-YORK
Hearing Impaired: (212) 504-4115
MEFIT LIS ¢ (212) NEW-YORK
o pgle o (212) 504-4115

RBAT

The City of New York has established the NYC Restoration Business
Acceleration Team (RBAT) to assist businesses affected by
Superstorm Sandy by coordinating the services, permitting and
inspections needed to re-open as soon as possible.
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(212) 788-6722




Assemblyman Félix W. Ortiz attends the Brooklyn Chinese-American com-
munity meeting.
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Assemblyman Félix W. Ortiz meeting with Commissioner Darryl C. Towns of
Housing and Community Renewal and Alphonso B. David, Deputy Secretary
for Civil Rights of NY’s Executive Chamber.
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Assemblyman Félix W. Ortiz and colleagues gather in a press conference
to push for the increase in NY’s minimum wage.
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Assemblyman Ortiz visits Sunset Park Senior Center and warns seniors of
Lottery-scam suspects.
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Assemblyman Félix W. Ortiz addresses the concerns of parents and staff at
P371K’s PTA meeting regarding their children with disabilities.
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Assemblyman Félix W. Ortiz calls
for more resources, early diagnosis,
interventions and treatments

It is no secret that we are in the midst of a mental health
crisis. Children and adolescents now face struggles with
bullying, cyberbullying and mental disabilities that increase
the barriers they are to face in their journey into adulthood.
Just recently, Assemblyman Félix W. Ortiz was heartbroken
by the news that a nine-year-old Bronx girl had taken her
own life in her home. “We must do more to stop adolescent
desperation and mental anguish,” said Assemblyman Ortiz.
Even as these terrifying instances increase, currently there
is no requirement to have mental health professionals in el-
ementary schools. Assemblyman Ortiz has introduced a bill
(A.3227) to change this. “By having mental health profes-
sionals in these settings, we can assist with early diagnosis,
interventions, and treatments,” said Ortiz. “These services
will address the needs of individuals, their families and ulti-
mately, the community as a whole.”

Assemblyman Félix W. Ortiz, former Chair of the
NYS Assembly Mental Health Committee, believes that it
is crucial to implement universal mental health screenings
at an early age. This will allow early detection and diagno-
sis, which will increase the chances of individuals getting
the professional help they need, prior to much more serious
behavioral problems. Early detection/treatment can curve
the negative emotional and economic impact that unde-
tected mental illnesses have in families in all municipalities
throughout the state.
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Rent Freeze Program Information
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Eligibility &#8

Expiration & Renewal
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SCRIE: The Senior
Citizen Rent Increase
Exemption Program
SCRIE: ZF/ RN
fHE

Must be at least 62 years old (for

SCRIE) and rent an apartment that is
rent controlled, rent stabilized or hotel
stabilized. Your name must be on lease
and combined income of household is
$29,000 or less in the previous calendar
year. More than one-third of your
household income is spent on rent.
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DRIE: Disability Rent
Increase Exemption
Program

DRIE: 7% e MIFHET

#

Single person household income $20,148
or less or two or more household income
$29,100 or less in the previous calendar year.

More than one-third of your household
income is spent on rent.
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Renewing: When you receive your SCRIE or DRIE
approval letter, it will state the expiration date.
Tenants must renew each time. Renewal application
must be submitted 60 days before SCRIE/DRIE
benefit expires.

IF TENANTS DO NOT RECEIVE RENEWAL FORM IN
MAIL, THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR SUBMITTING
RENEWAL FORM, OTHERWISE IT WILL EXPIRE.

Applications & renewal forms and further program
eligibility rules can be obtained by calling 311, or
online at: nyc.gov/finance or you may stop by the
district office of Assemblyman Félix W. Ortiz and a staff
member will assist you.
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New York State Assembly, Albany, New York 12248
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404 55" Street, Brooklyn, New York 11220 » 718-492-6334
Room 842 LOB, Albany, NY 12248 ¢ 518-455-3821




