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Dear Friends: HEWRR :

This year has been challenging for many of us, especially B BERMEHHFS AKBREIFFHREN—F > L

those who cont.znue to feel the e)j”ecfs of Hurrl.cane Sandy. R ] O A L et B 2 A A K T L o
Although the city marked the storm’s first anniversary, niy N ‘ - o :
office continues to work with residents and businesses in the ERESRECEHEE—FET - HER A EBEEAER

area to resolve ongoing issues. We held a Community Town 2 R FIRG 5P— R S sk i R R - o FIfE 4TS 5T
Hall Meeting in Red Hook for people to direct their questions

to representatives from the federal, state and city government. TfEEERER o EERMEREEBEBUN - INEUE

I also brought a group of City Council Members to our district T B IFACFHERT » PB4 T s B M8 3 ey & £ 55

for a walking tour to see the damage firsthand. e , B % ek S T 3 G TR 8 o
Recognizing the outpouring of volunteers following the £ AR IR B REHE Rt G ) B

storm, my office sponsored a training session in conjunction FREEE BERHRENEEE T ERAE
with the Red Cross where 21 individuals from our community FI4T 52— RSy T — BB BE > BRI b2 1 (E A

were certified as Captains and are now able to formally assist

in a crisis. We will continue to work collectively to aid the FEEEEREE - BE A DUEE KEERE BB -
community in the aftermath and help it to be better prepared (44445 % $ [E] 4% T E B EIESS > 0 HE Bh & B R 3 8

for the future. 5 /K
Children continue to be a source of pride in our com- e (S ST ST -
munity. I regularly visit schools, distributing books and infor- B —EHERMTENEZE - REHFESEER &

ma.tlolnal materials tlo .the students. I am proud.of the teache.rs, B8 A3 S8 RS TE (S BAPRL « TR 20T - A B RIS R T
principals and administrators who are committed to growing

the potential of each child. I ask that parents keep my office ABREIEZ » M2 TRET—E2ENET - FREK
informed of your children’s accomplishments and milestones FE RIS SRR A N 2 S 7% -0 Bt F ERFR R > 180T
so that we can recognize their hard work and support their

efforts. Also, my office hosts middle and high school students Pl T ASEER i FTRY S S - SR MIRYZS 0T - 5540 Favit
as interns during school breaks and in the summer. Let us  /)\ZE/LERRE ZSRARBEZ YR EN S P AEREE o &

know if your child is interested. - N
Over the past month my office, in conjunction with the TR R - ST
Red Hook Senior Center, distributed turkeys to needy families EEA > RV A ERMALSE N F.O—RE AR ENRE

for Thanksgiving and held a dinner for over 300 residents B T RUB TR S WERBSRY BEE S 4R R
on Thanksgiving Eve. As the winter weather approaches, 1 ; -

ask that you remain vigilant of your family members and B - L RANERER - BEERENRERENME - &5
neighbors and report your concerns to 311 or my office. My — (T-fa] R IEHIH S » HITIIHRATI A EHE - RN =S
office will work to help feed people, restore heat and secure L P, L .,
other vital services to homes, so please let us know if we can R RBTRGERY) - BERR - DURHERR  H AL S 2
help. 1 appreciate your emails, letters, calls and visits. Keep R 753% it 15 08 o 5B IE B » 35 SaRF o Sl

] , b [ P [ A -~ A A N 1a%
them coming! | SRBET « B TEERZA - ARG BRI
I wish you a very happy holiday season of Hanukkah, i - o o ;
Christmas and Kwanzaa and I pray for your good health and PUEOCHEAER ~ BTN RHLEITREE | SRS R | B R B R
prosperity in the New Year. God bless you. JBE [ AR R
HE
Sincerely,

Félix W. Ortiz JESL By
Member of Assembly
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and promotes
the importance of
helping families and
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Sign Up for Insurance
Coverage under the
National Affordable Care
Act by March 2014

It is no secret that the rollout of
the new National Affordable Care
Act, a national health insurance pol-
icy, also known as Obamacare, has
met a lot of challenges at its onset.
However, in order to avoid penalties,
those wishing to participate must sign
up by March 2014.

I am proud that New York State is
among the top three states in the coun-
try whose website enrollment numbers
far exceed that of the federal govern-
ment. So far there are over 200,000
New Yorkers who have successfully
completed their registration; some re-
ceiving benefits from Medicaid and
others purchasing private insurance.

For more information about the
new health care law, visit https://
www.healthlawhelper.org/. I also
urge you to visit New York’s website
at https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov to
complete your registration. Filling
out a form online can be difficult and
intimidating, but you must enroll to
receive insurance. If you need help
to complete the form, visit one of our
community centers where volunteers
are assisting people directly:

e Brooklyn Public Library —
Sunset Park Branch
5014 4% Avenue
Brooklyn 11220
(718) 875-9300 Languages:
English, Spanish, Cantonese,
Mandarin

e Asian Americans for
Equality, Inc.
4721 8™ Avenue
Brooklyn 11220
(212) 358-9922 Languages:
English, Chinese, Mandarin,
Cantonese, Fujianese

e Chinese-American
Planning Council
4101 8" Avenue, 4" Floor,
Brooklyn 11232
(718) 492-0409 Languages:
English, Cantonese, Mandarin

e Make the Road New York
503 5 Avenue, Brooklyn 11215
(718) 418-7690 Languages:
English, Spanish

* Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center’s Immigrant
Health and Cancer
Disparities Service
7111 5™ Avenue
Brooklyn 11209
Languages: English, Arabic

e Brooklyn Perinatal Network
76 Nervins Street
Brooklyn 11217
(718) 643-8258 Language:
English

¢ Yeled V’Yalda E.C.C.
1265 38" Street
Borough Park 11218
(718) 686-2188 Languages:
English, Hebrew, Yiddish,
Russian, Spanish, Bengali

Assemblyman Ortiz joined the over 50,000 people who
attended the 5th Avenue Street Festival this summer. He
spoke with local business owners, vendors and residents
and enjoyed the many ethnic flavors and music of the
diverse cultures that make up our Brooklyn community.
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Sunset Park came together in the spirit of a friendly
competition at the inaugural Autumn Moon and China
Cultural Sports Festival held at Leif Ericson Park. The
festival included tournaments of soccer, volleyball and

children’s games. This is a fun family event helping to bridge
the cultural gap in Sunset Park. “It is about engaging our
children in sports and culture and working together as a
community,” said Ortiz.

H& A EEN AR —E » Sh01E Leif Ericson
AEBTHRRKEF P BSOS - TR
WFELEE > BREEEK - FEERAI G E NS - B
ABNZREEEE) £ HE AREAESMYEZ M
TR - B IEBEZ TS nEE EoubE
g WERE S S — - " BhZLER -

Assemblyman Ortiz addresses par- 0
ents and teachers at a Public School |
169 PTA meeting.
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Assemblyman Ortiz held his Annual Thanksgiving Eve
dinner this year, serving over 300 needy families and
providing people with information and resources to find
support in the community throughout the year.
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Assemblyman Ortiz and his fellow members of the
Committee on Corrections solicited expert testimony
recently on the issue of parole reform in our State.
Ortiz questioned the Commissioner of the Department
of Corrections regarding the procedures in place for
the release of prisoners who have been deemed to
have a mental illness. Ortiz advocates for the safety
of the community and the well-being of inmates who
are released without a mental health treatment plan to
help them adjust to life on the outside.
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Assemblyman Ortiz invited the Red Cross to train mem-
bers of our community who wanted to be certified
to help the community during a crisis. Twenty-one
residents received their certifications. Let us know if
you want to participate and earn your certification in
these free classes.
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COLD WAR CERTIFICATES

Veteran Assemblyman Félix W. Ortiz introduced a bill that was signed into law authorizing New
York State to distribute a military decoration to any current or former state resident that was hon-
orably discharged from service in the United States Armed Forces during the Cold War Era. This
token of appreciation is known as a “Cold War Certificate” and will serve as a reminder to veterans
and their families that their service was appreciated and will always be remembered.




In October, Assemblyman Ortiz participated in the 13th An-
nual Wall Street Summit in Manhattan by the New America
Alliance (NAA). The NAA is comprised of over 100 prominent
Hispanic American entrepreneurs and business leaders who
meet annually to help expand the influence and participation

of Hispanic Americans in public and private financial
institutions. Assemblyman Ortiz plays an important
role at these meetings, leading discussions on how
public and private entities can work with government
agencies to shape policies that will grow jobs and
opportunities for employment.
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Assemblyman Ortiz met with police officials from the
68th and 72nd Precincts in Brooklyn on National Night
Out. Maintaining a good working relationship between
police and the community is crucial. Police officers
must know the residents and the neighborhoods to do
their jobs effectively and fairly, while residents must
trust and aid police to keep our streets safe and our

neighborhoods free of criminal activities.
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Assemblyman Félix W. Ortiz visited the Summit Acad-
emy to speak on Cancer Awareness & Prevention Week.
The Summit Academy is a school designed as an al-
ternative learning facility to help educate students in
an environment that is best suited to their needs. All
students can help themselves and teach their families %
how to prevent cancer by making healthier food choices
and engaging in a regular exercise routine.
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[ Approved Zone Lines
L District 15 Elementary School
Open Space
Current PS. 1 Zone
Current P.S. 24 Zone
Current PS. 94 Zone
Current PS. 169 Zone

the curriculum to incorporate a focus on
STEM (science, technology, engineering
and math) and expand the arts program.
The magnet classification will allow stu-
dents from any school district to enroll in
P.S. 15 and take advantage of the curricu-
lum. For more information, please contact
my office.
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The Community Education Council has voted to re-zone the school
districts to address the overcrowding, and Public School 15 — Patrick
F. Daly has become a magnet school. The U.S. Department of Educa-
tion has granted additional funds that will allow for the expansion of
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Statement by Assemblyman Félix
W. Ortiz Calling for the Reporting of
Domestic Violence Perpetrators

In the wake of the recent event in Brooklyn where four
innocent children and their mother senselessly lost their
lives to domestic violence, I am calling upon every resident
to join in the effort to help stop domestic violence. You must
call and report anything you see and hear that is or could
become violent.

It is no longer possible for people to remain silent and
mind their own business when they see and hear the signs of
an act of domestic violence. When violence erupts against
women and children, it must be a concern of all of us. Immi-
grants are especially vulnerable because they fear deportation.

Our system of justice must protect all residents of our
city and state regardless of immigration status. I also urge
the law enforcement community to review their current pro-
cedures to ensure that a system is in place to not only protect
families in immediate danger, but to extend protections to
families for as long as the threat prevails.

We cannot and should not allow domestic violence to
remain a hidden household problem. We must expose the per-
petrators of these crimes and put all of society’s powers into
preventing any further loss of life, dignity or hope for its victims.

I have introduced a bill to address a loophole in the
domestic violence laws that came after a recent court ruling
making it harder to arrest domestic violence offenders when
their acts take place in private. My bill will clear the way
for police to arrest, and the courts to convict perpetrators of
domestic violence whether the acts take place in public or
private settings. Domestic violence should never be toler-
ated anywhere.

Please call and report what you see and hear to the
Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-942-6906. In NYC:
1-800-621-HOPE (4673) or dial 311.
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Ortiz’s Fight for Healthy Food Products
Makes National Gains

The Food and Drug Administration has removed the
label of “safe” for transfats. This means that the federal
government recognizes that the use of transfats in food is not
only unhealthy but harmful for human consumption. As the
sponsor of the nation’s first piece of legislation calling for
a ban on transfats, I am thrilled that our message has been
heard and that the food industry must now remove transfats
from their food products. Many thanks to those of you who
helped by supporting the fight for healthier food ingredients
and products. Our success also includes the announcement
that McDonalds and YUM! Brand restaurants have improved
their menus to give their customers healthier food choices.



