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During legislative budget hearings last week, Assistant Speaker
Ortiz asked education officials about efforts to place psychologists,
guidance counselors and social workers in New York schools. Ortiz
is asking for mental assessments of schools throughout the state.

New York State school children face numerous challenges both in
and out of the classroom everyday. Today’s children face daily
temptations of drugs and challenges posed by our complex urban
environment that were not as wide spread years ago, when
ironically, guidance services were routinely offered. For many
children it can be a struggle to reach their potential academically,
socially and emotionally.

School guidance counselors are prepared to assist students to
address and combat these challenges in a successful and positive
way. Ortiz’s bill (A.05131) requires at least one full-time certified or
licensed school guidance counselors in each elementary,
intermediate, middle, junior high and senior high school.

In addition to guidance counselors, school social workers are at the
forefront of school social, behavioral, and community issues. The
skills and competencies of school social workers enable schools to
carry out their primary functions of educating all pupils more
effectively. Reducing or eliminating the presence of social workers
in our schools would have a devastating effect on our students.
Ortiz’s bill (A.06763) requires licensed social workers in each
elementary, intermediate, middle, junior high and senior high
school.
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If you have a comment or

suggestion regarding the

upcoming year and 2016
session, please send an email,
“like” the Facebook page and

Assistant Speaker Ortiz
met with Family
Planning Advocates in
Albany. Family Planning
Advocates from across
the state came to talk
about insurance
coverage for all forms of &
contraception to reduce g
the risk of unintended : -
pregnancy. It should not be up to the insurance carrier what type of
contraception and individual uses. That decision should be up to you
and your health care provider. Family planning services promote
healthy and economically stable families that could benefit many
Brooklyn families
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Assistant Speaker Ortiz and his
colleagues held a press
conference in Brooklyn to call for
the protection of spousal refusal,
which is slated for elimination in
Governor Cuomo’s Executive
Budget.

Spousal Refusal laws prevent
the Medicaid program from
refusing to provide coverage to
an eligible individual just
because his or her spouse is
'refusing' to cover the cost of the
necessary care.

The New York Immigration
Coalition stopped by to discuss
the DREAM Act and the need
for immigrants to be able to
obtain drivers licenses.

Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce
President Carlo A. Scissura and
Assistant Speaker Ortiz talked
about small business initiatives
for Brooklyn.

NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation Acting Commissioner
Basil Seggos testified during a joint
legislative budget hearing on
environmental conservation. Ortiz
discusses with Seggos brownfields
in the 51° district and Sunset Park.




