
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

I am honored and privileged to have the re-
sponsibility of serving you in the New York 
State Assembly. It has only been a few short 
months since my January inauguration in 
Albany and I have been actively fighting 
for the necessary, quality, and substantive 
representation our communities deserve. 

My first vote as a member of the legisla-
ture was cast for the NY SAFE Act—which 
enacted the nation’s toughest gun laws. 
Similarly, I have been appointed to five As-
sembly Committees: Housing; Banks; Cor-
porations, Authorities and Commissions; 
Codes; and Cities. These appointments 
will give me the unique opportunity to 
work on legislation that will greatly benefit 
our central Brooklyn communities. 

I enthusiastically look forward to repre-
senting the diverse and dynamic neighbor-
hoods of Fort Greene, Clinton Hill, Prospect 
Heights, and parts of Crown Heights and 
Bedford Stuyvesant. 

Should you have any questions, concerns, 
or requests for assistance, do not hesitate 
to reach out to my district office through 
email, phone, or in person.

Shirley A. Chisholm  
State Office Building

55 Hanson Place, Room 328
Brooklyn, NY 11217

Telephone: 718.596.0100
Email: mosleyw@assembly.state.ny.us

Sincerely,

On Thursday, January 31, a diverse and dynamic crowd of community lead-
ers, elected officials, friends and family members crowded into the atrium of the 
Shirley A. Chisholm State Office Building to witness Assemblymember Walter  
Mosley’s Community Swearing-in Ceremony. 

During the evening’s program, Lenny Singletary served as the Master of Cer-
emonies; Reverend Jerry Kuecher and Reverend Clinton Miller delivered the invo-
cation and benediction, respectively. Musical selections were presented by the Noel 
Pointer Foundation, Brooklyn Music School and jazz vocalist Alexis P. Suter.

The celebration drew a wide array of dignitaries including Senator Chuck 
Schumer, who said in his remarks, “Walter’s a person who sprung from this com-
munity. He’s an example of the ‘ladders up’ that our society must maintain and 
strengthen. The world was his oyster and he chose to give back to the community.”

Congressman Hakeem Jeffries, former Assemblyman for the 57th district, also 
sang Mosley’s praises, saying “Now is the season for Walter T. Mosley III to carry 
the torch, to advocate on behalf of the vulnerable and those who need a voice in 
government, to speak truth to power.”

In addressing Assemblymember Mosley, Congresswoman Yvette Clarke said 
“I know you have the where-with-all, the intellect, the talent, skills, abilities, and 
the height to make sure our preferences are heard in Albany.”

Surrounded by his family and friends, Mosley was sworn into the New York 
State Assembly by Judge Rachel Adams. In his inaugural speech, “Preserving Our 
Legacy,” the Assemblymember laid out his legislative agenda, which included 
fighting to provide legal representation for homeowners in foreclosure, strength-
ening the SCRIE and DRIE programs, and pushing for marijuana arrests reform. 

“This is only the beginning. The work won’t be easy and the fight will be dif-
ficult, but I believe the future of the 57th district looks brighter than ever,” said As-
semblymember Mosley. “Let us not feel discouraged by opposition and adversity, 
but excited by the opportunity to make the changes necessary to keep Brooklyn the 
center of hard work, diversity, and opportunity that it has always been.”
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On March 13, 2013, Assemblymember Walter Mosley and 
Councilmember Letitia James hosted a public safety town hall 
forum. The meeting addressed community concerns of increased 
home burglaries and cell phone thefts. 

Assemblyman Mosley Hosts Public Safety Town Hall

In his first quarter as a New York State lawmaker, Assem-
blymember Mosley has fought for progressive legislation that 
addresses the pressing needs in our communities. 

Assemblymember Mosley has sponsored legislation that 
would allow individuals who have been discriminated against 
for employment by a state agency to file a complaint with the 
Division of Human Rights. Currently, 
individuals who have been discriminated 
against by a private employer can use the 
resources available through the Division 
of Human Rights to file a complaint. On 
the other hand, those who believe that 
they have been denied for a job because 
of a criminal history can only file an Ar-
ticle 78 against a state agency. This legis-
lation, A. 5173, if passed into law, would 
change that and allow for a complaint to 
be filed with the State Division of Hu-
man Rights. Assemblymember Mosley 
will push for passage of this bill to en-
sure that formerly incarcerated individu-
als are treated equitably and given a fair chance at employment. 

Legislation that would standardize the penalties associated 
with marijuana possession has been introduced by Assembly-
member Karim Camara and Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson. In 
voicing his strong support, Assemblymember Mosley said, “Each 
day that the crisis of rampant marijuana arrests in New York goes 
unaddressed, hundreds of young people lose the opportunity to 
fully participate in our state’s economy and local communities. 

Assemblyman Mosley Fights for Progressive Legislation in Albany

During the town hall forum, residents spoke directly with the 
commanders and community affairs officers of the 77th, 78th and 
88th precincts. Residents were given crime prevention tips and 
updates on the most recent CompStat numbers for the surround-
ing neighborhoods. 

“In the 88th precinct, we struggled a lot with burglaries,” said 
Scott Henderson, Deputy Inspector of Brooklyn’s 88th precinct. 
“Sometimes people say ‘It was a warm day out, I left the window 
open to the fire escape.’” This leads to easier access for criminals 
during home burglaries. 

Henderson advised residents to habitually lock doors and win-
dows as a deterrent to criminals and to stay alert on the streets and 
subways with their cell phones and electronic devices.

“When looking at crime data, we talk a lot about ‘trends’—with 
one of the biggest trends being that crime goes up when the weather 
gets warmer,” said Assemblymember Mosley. “We have to do every-
thing in our power to negate this trend, to be more proactive in our 
neighborhoods so that we lessen the opportunity for crime and move 
past this assumption as we prepare for the summer months.”

Assemblymember Mosley ended the meeting urging residents 
to follow the provided crime prevention tips and promised to con-
tinue the conversation with residents and the local precincts re-
garding improving public safety in our communities.

The use of this loophole in our drug laws to target and criminal-
ize Black and Latino youth is not only ethically wrong, but is bad 
economic policy. By standardizing penalties for marijuana posses-
sion with the laws that have been in effect since 1977, we will save 
taxpayer money, provide broader opportunity for social growth, 
and promote greater fairness throughout New York State.”

Assemblymember Mosley is working 
with his colleagues to ensure that more 
seniors are eligible for the Senior Citizens 
Rent Increase Exemption (SCRIE) pro-
gram by extending the income limit and 
excluding from the definition of “income” 
the out of pocket expenses for all medical 
and prescription drugs not reimbursed or 
paid for by insurance. The SCRIE pro-
gram has been a vital lifeline for many in 
our communities and should be expanded 
to ensure that those who are in need of the 
relief it provides are eligible. 

Assemblymember Mosley has also 
co-sponsored legislation that would im-

prove farm workers rights through the Farm Workers Fair Labor 
Practices Act; reform the governance of the New York City Hous-
ing Authority; and establish a new methodology for determining 
Major Capital Improvements (MCI) rent surcharges based on a 
seven years schedule.

Assemblymember Mosley welcomes input, suggestions, and 
recommendations for legislation, and looks forward to standing 
as a champion for progressive reform.



On March 29, Assemblymember Mosley, along with his 
colleagues in the legislature, passed the 2013-14 state budget, 
closing a $1.4 billion budget gap and increasing the state’s 
minimum wage. Similarly, the budget bolsters education fund-
ing, invests in critical job creation programs and cuts taxes for 
middle-class families and small businesses. The spending plan 
totals $141.3 billion, including federal funds for Superstorm 
Sandy cleanup and the approval of the Affordable Care Act.

“This is another early adoption of the state budget, provid-
ing a balanced spending plan that delivers for hardworking 
New Yorkers,” said Assemblymember Mosley. “The budget 
addresses fundamental issues facing our families, including 
the long-term commitment to increasing the state’s minimum 
wage and providing schools the necessary funding for our 
children to receive a quality education. Also, by stimulating 
job creation and bringing tax relief to middle-class families 
and small businesses, we are ushering in a stronger, more suc-
cessful economic recovery throughout New York.” 

The state’s minimum wage will be increased to $9.00 per 
hour by 2016. The wage will gradually increase over the next 
three years from $7.25 to $8.00 per hour on Dec. 31, 2013; to 
$8.75 on Dec. 31, 2014; and then to $9.00 per hour on Dec. 31, 
2015. The increase to the minimum wage will directly benefit 
925,000 New Yorkers currently earning below $9.00 an hour, 
which is over 10 percent of the state’s employed population.

The budget allocates $5.8 million to fund the Tenant 
Protection Unit and $5.35 million for the Urban and Rural 
Community Investment Fund Program, providing funds for 
affordable housing and community revitalization efforts. Ad-
ditionally, the budget restores a vital $742,000 in funding to 
the New York City Housing Authority Tenant Watch Program, 

continuing this program’s commitment to help reduce crime 
in public-housing developments.

The budget also includes a $365,000 increase to the Mi-
nority and Women-owned Business Development and Lend-
ing Program, for a total appropriation of $1 million, and opens 
certain state programs to more small businesses. Specifically, 
the budget authorizes MWBEs and other small businesses 
to access “bridge loans” for procurement purposes from the 
Small Business Revolving Loan Fund. Bridge loans are short-
term loans that allow businesses more time to work out a long-
term financing plan.

Assemblymember Mosley noted that despite making some 
very positive inroads for working families, the legislature has 
missed a huge opportunity in this year’s budget to bring real 
progressive reform to New York State.

“It’s deeply frustrating and disappointing that this budget 
does not reflect the true majority in both houses of the legisla-
ture. In cutting $180 million in state and federal funding for the 

Office for People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD), 
and failing to address both statewide marijuana reform and the 
NYS DREAM Act, this budget puts some of our most vulner-
able populations—the young, the working class, and the devel-
opmentally disabled—at risk,” said Assemblymember Mosley.

“As lawmakers, we owe our constituents a budget that is 
reflective of the majority consensus expressed in the most re-
cent election, not a minority who wishes to lead from a regres-
sive policy viewpoint.”

Assemblymember Mosley will continue to fight for a new 
era of progressive leadership, one which will ensure that the 
needs of our communities are equitably prioritized and repre-
sented in Albany.

Assembly Passes On-Time Budget,  
Closing $1.4 Billion Gap

The budget addresses fundamental issues facing our families, including the 
long-term commitment to increasing the state’s minimum wage and providing 
schools the necessary funding for our children to receive a quality education.
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State Legislators Demand Stricter Gun Control From Washington

On March 15, Assemblymember Walter Mosley and his col-
leagues in the New York State Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic 
and Asian Legislative Caucus led a delegation to the nation’s 
capital to demand federal legislation to reduce gun violence. 

“As a representative of some of central Brooklyn’s most 
susceptible communities, I know the destruction and tragedy 
caused when unregulated and illegal guns cross state lines and 
come into our neighborhoods. Despite having the strictest gun 
laws in the nation New York State and its residents remain in-
creasingly vulnerable to gun violence so long as less restrictive 
laws exist in surrounding states and adjacent regions,” said As-
semblymember Mosley.

New York State Caucus members and an array of gun con-
trol advocates participated in a roundtable discussion with 
various federal representatives, including New York Rep. Ha-
keem Jeffries, Rep. Charlie Rangel, Rep. Jerry Nadler and Rep. 
Grace Meng. The delegation also lobbied Congress to take 
New York’s lead and pass common sense and comprehensive 
gun-safety legislation. The coalition of legislators urged Con-
gress to pass an assault weapons ban, background checks on all 

gun sales, and a ban on high capacity ammunition clips.
Other participants of this day of action included New York 

State Legislators Against Illegal Guns (SLAIG), Center for 
American Progress, Harlem Mothers SAVE, Office of the May-
or of Memphis, Operation: Safe Community, Legislative Black 
Caucus of Maryland, National Black Caucus of State Legis-
lators, Doctors for America, Cease Fire PA, and New Yorkers 
Against Guns.


