
It’s time to reform our 
marijuana possession laws

“Unreasonable penalties for 
minor marijuana possession 
turns too many New Yorkers 
into criminals and costs 
taxpayers millions of dollars. 
It’s time to reform these 
outdated laws!”

– Assemblyman
Walter T. Mosley

Assemblyman
Walter T. Mosley



The Assembly’s legislation reduces the charge for 
public possession of small amounts of marijuana from a 
misdemeanor to a violation (A.6716-A).

Reform would:

1. reduce the criminalization of our youth, preventing 
the permanent blemish on a kid’s name for the 
lowest level of possession charges

2. save $75 million or more in taxpayer money 
currently being spent to arrest and jail New Yorkers 
for small amounts of marijuana, mostly youth*

3. bring fairness to our justice system, making 
penalties for public and private possession of small 
amounts of marijuana the same, while maintaining 
current penalties for smoking marijuana in public

One million police hours were spent making 
440,000 marijuana possession arrests in NYC from 2002-2012.*

That’s the equivalent of having 31 police officers working 
eight hours a day, 365 days a year, for 11 years, 
making only marijuana possession arrests.

*Facts from: www.drugpolicy.org/sites/default/files/One_Million_Police_Hours.pdf
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Assemblyman Mosley helped 
pass legislation to reform New York’s marijuana possession laws.


