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Drug Abuse 
Affects Us All:

✖ Staten Island alone has had at least 48 fatal  
 overdoses so far in 2016.

✖ The number of opioid painkiller deaths across  
 NYS rose 30 percent from 2009-2013.

✖ Emergency overdose recovery drugs had to be  
 administered 11,992 times during emergency  
 calls made in 2014.

✖ Heroin deaths quadrupled between 2002 and  
 2013, according to the Centers for Disease  
 Control and Prevention.

✖ New York accounts for 20 percent of federal  
 drug seizures every year, according to the   
 federal Drug Enforcement Agency. 



Educating and supporting 
Staten Islanders
The drug epidemic has plagued Staten Island 
communities for far too long. Efforts to address it 
are not going far enough and we need a new plan to 
protect our families from the scourge of heroin and 
opioids. New York needs an intervention to make 
our communities safe places in which to live and 
raise a family once more.

Findings of the Heroin Task 
Force and H.E.L.P Plan
The Assembly Minority Task Force on Heroin 
Addiction & Community Response released a 
report after holding seven forums across New 
York. The report provides a response to the many 
difficult issues we are forced to acknowledge when 
confronting the realities of the drug epidemic.  

The H.E.L.P (Heroin ELimination & Prevention) plan 
is something I support legislatively in the coming 
sessions. The drug epidemic has impacted no 
community as hard as it has affected Staten Island. 
If we’re serious about tackling this issue, we have to 
understand that a comprehensive plan is necessary 
to achieve our end goal. That means investing 
simultaneously in programs to promote education, 
prevention, treatment, and law enforcement efforts.

Ron Castorina’s Plan to Support 
Our Families in the War against 
Drug Abuse 

Educate: Provide our children with prevention 
education as early as elementary school, before 
addiction strikes. 

Support: Ensure that victims of substance abuse 
have every resource at their disposal to fight their 
disease. 

Advocate: Create programs within schools, places 
of work, and community centers to reach as many 
people as possible.

Fund: Without adequate resources, treatment and 
education programs and the people they serve are in 
constant limbo.

Reform Insurance Laws: Insurance companies have 
long promoted a “fail first” policy for drug treatment. 
We must pass laws that require a more proactive 
approach.

Criminal Justice Reform: Provide law enforcement 
with the tools they need to treat an overdose as 
soon as it happens. We must equip our court 
system with the ability to issue various forms of 
treatment, imprisonment, and penalization to deter 
future distribution.

Coordinate Between Correctional 
and Addiction Services:
County and state correctional facilities need to 
have a separate wing dedicated to detoxification, 
treatment, and rehabilitation of inmates. We need 
to be rewarding facilities that provide proper and 
fair treatment by reimbursing them for the care they 
provide. 

Legislation Assemblyman 
Castorina Supports:
Substance Abuse Disorder Treatment Mandate 

Insurance companies must provide at least seven 
days of detox treatment and 30 days of rehabilitation 
services to patients with substance abuse disorders.

Limit Prescription Painkillers

Limit the amount of pain pills doctors can initially 
prescribe to a patient suffering from acute pain. 

Presumption of Intent to Sell Heroin 

Possession of large quantities of heroin is enough to 
throw a drug dealer into jail.

Symptoms To Look For:
Recognizing symptoms in a loved one is 
the first step in any course of action. These 
include, but are not limited to:

UNPREDICTABLE MOOD SWINGS

DECEPTIVE BEHAVIOR

WITHDRAWAL FROM FAMILY OR SOCIAL 
ACTIVITIES

LOSS OF INTEREST IN HOBBIES AND SOCIALIZING

ABNORMAL SLEEP PATTERNS

STRUGGLES IN SCHOOL OR WORK 
PERFORMANCE

WEARING CLOTHING THAT IS OUT OF LINE WITH 
SEASONAL NORMS

DRASTIC LOSS OR INCREASE IN APPETITE, 
WEIGHT GAIN OR LOSS.

Important Numbers 
for Drug Counseling 
and Recovery:
Nar-Anon Family Groups
Nar-anon.org
Opioid Overdose Prevention Programs 
Directory 
http://bit.ly/OverdoseDirectory
Camelot Counseling
(518) 356-5100
Staten Island Partnership for  
Community Wellness
Sipcw.org 
NYS HOPEline
(877) 846-7369
www.oasas.ny.gov/accesshelp
Staten Island YMCA Counseling Services
(718) 948-3232
SMART Recovery
(646) 472-9706
SMARTstatenisland@gmail.com
The Resource Training Center 
(718) 871-7433
http://www.resourcetraining.org
Dynamite Youth Community
(718) 376-7923


