
 
 
 
 
July 30, 2014 
 
 
The Honorable Michael Cusick 
New York State Assembly 
1911 Richmond Avenue  
Staten Island, NY 10314 
 
 
Dear Assemblymember Cusick: 
 
Thank you for your inquiries regarding the Forest Hill Road 

juvenile justice residential site that New York City is utilizing for 

our Close to Home program.   

 

The Administration for Children’s Services (ACS) is committed to 

ensuring the safety and security of the public and to the well-being 

of the young people in our care.  We are confident that both of 

these important goals can be met through Close to Home.  Since 

the passage of the Close to Home legislation in 2012, ACS has 

consistently engaged community leaders and members 

throughout the city, including Staten Island, to answer questions 

and incorporate suggestions.  

 

After hearing from you and your constituents, and reassessing the 

programmatic needs of Close to Home youth, we are modifying 

our proposed plan at 1133 Forest Hill Road from a limited-secure 

placement (LSP) residence serving boys to a non-secure 

placement (NSP) residence serving girls. Like all NSP programs, 

the Forest Hill Road program will be governed by foster care 

regulations and will essentially serve the same population that it 

served for the past several decades under OCFS before being 

closed last year.  Both ACS, and our contracted provider who will 

run the NSP program, the Children’s Village, will ensure that the 

program is staffed by highly trained individuals, who will provide 
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close, intensive monitoring, and supervision as well as comprehensive crisis 

management with a very low staff-to-youth ratio. Consistent with OCFS regulations 

and policy, the site will have alarms on doors and windows, locked exterior doors, 

and surveillance camera monitoring.  The site will not include perimeter fencing or 

motion sensitive perimeter lighting. 

 

ACS and the Children’s Village are committed to ongoing dialogue with the 

community. Like all other NSP provider agencies, Children’s Village will create a 

community advisory board that will meet quarterly as well as interface with 

Community Board 2, local police precincts, and other groups. We will continue work 

with you and community members to share more about our program as it develops.  

 

Thank you for expressing your concerns and I appreciate your participation in the 

various community forums and exchanges we’ve had over the past year. If you 

have any questions about this matter or other issues, please do not hesitate to 

reach out to Deputy Commissioner Jill Krauss at (212) 341-2655 or 

jill.krauss@acs.nyc.gov.  

 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gladys Carrión, Esq. 
Commissioner 
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