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Dear Mr. Prendergast,

We write out of grave concern regarding your decision to use nearly 15,000 tons of steel
sourced from China to rebuild the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge. As the chair of the New York
State Senate Labor Committee and a member of the Assembly Committee on Corporations,
Authorities & Commissions, and as Staten Island residents who very frequently utilize this
bridge, we strongly urge you to immediately reconsider this decision.

American Workers produce the safest and highest-quality steel in the world; we also have
the most environmentally-responsible plants in the world. At a time when millions of industrial
workers are unemployed or underemployed, we cannot understand why the MTA would consider
importing steel from over 7,000 miles away from a Chinese State-Owned Entity that has never
before manufactured this particular product.

While we are all concerned about saving costs, we must consider the impact this plan
would have on our fragile economic recovery and the loss of American jobs. With our economy
still struggling from the recent recession and unemployment and underemployment still
troublingly high, it is shocking that the MTA would advance a plan to unnecessarily spend
taxpayers’ dollars on foreign labor and materials. American workers and industry are more than
capable of rebuilding the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge and Americans are overwhelmingly in
favor of using American workers and products on major infrastructure projects.

Also, we must consider the toll of shipping steel from so far away on our environment.
Much less pollution will result from shipping steel from American plants, some of which are
located within 100 miles of the bridge, than would be from hauling it from halfway around the
world.  Chinese steel producers emit significantly more pollution than their American
counterparts. Chinese companies emit more than five times as much CO2 per ton of steel
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produced, almost three times as much nitrogen oxides, and almost twenty times as much
particulate matter than the United States steel industry. Further, the carbon footprint of China’s
steel industry is alarming — it now accounts for as much CO2 emission as the rest of the global
steel industry combined.

Finally, we must consider the quality of Chinese steel products. According to reports,
this project would represent the first time that this Chinese State-Owned Entity has produced this
particular product. We fear their lack of expertise might yield a product of substandard quality.
Clearly, using substandard products on the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge will ultimately jeopardize
safety and result in costly delays, overruns, and ultimately repairs. It would be unfair to
shortchange our constituents, who pay the highest toll in the nation to use this bridge, by
neglecting superior American-made steel.

American steelmakers and steelworkers have the drive, the knowledge, the experience
and the capacity to supply the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge project with the world’s best steel
made at the world’s safest and most environmentally-responsible plants. Accordingly, we
strongly request that you reconsider this decision and instead ensure that the VVerrazano-Narrows
Bridge is made of the best products and best workers available, right here in the United States.

truly yours,
rane J ino %Ihotakls
Senator Member of Assembly
23" District 64" District
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