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Dear Families, 

Welcome to my Thirteenth Annual 
Community Reading Challenge! This year 
we are excited to delve into the theme of 
outer space exploration with the slogan “To 
Infinity and Beyond!” We hope that this 
theme, coupled with the recent resurgence 

in space programs, will encourage readers to be curious about the 
universe around them and to appreciate their role within it. The book 
list promises to be filled with intergalactic travel, biographies of the 
first astronauts, history of the space race, and of course, aliens! I hope 
that the space exploration theme will also show how full of adventure 
science can be.   

I’m also excited to share that this year we are shaking things up a bit. 
The upcoming Reading Challenge will be held over winter break in 
order to encourage students to read during their time off. The Reading 
Challenge Festivals, where we celebrate students’ spectacular reading 
accomplishments, will be held in January and February rather than in 
the spring. The Festivals will feature guest author readings, activities, 
free books, prizes and certificates for readers from the New York 
State Assembly! Finally, to culminate the Reading Challenge we 
are working with Columbia Astronomy Public Outreach to hold a 
stargazing and lecture night in February for all of our readers. My 
office will reach out with more details in early January.  

In this booklet, in addition to the reading list, you will find a 
reading log, suggested activities and events, and tips for parents 
and guardians to encourage reading at home. The book list includes 
recommendations for Pre-K through eighth grade reading levels, 
along with some at an advanced level. Participants are encouraged to 
check out any books that look intriguing, regardless of reading level! 

I am kicking off my Community Reading Challenge on December 
21st, 2015 and the Book Festivals will run from January 28th to 
February 17th. If you have any questions about this year’s Challenge, 
please don’t hesitate visit any of the participating libraries or call my 
Community Office at (212) 866-3970.

Very truly yours, 

Daniel O’Donnell
Assembly Member

Estimadas familias:

¡Bienvenidas a mi Decimotercero Reto Anual de Lecturas de la Comunidad! Este 
año estamos emocionados de abordar el tema de la exploración del espacio sideral 
con el slogan “¡Al infinito y más allá!” Esperamos que este tema, aunado con el 
reciente resurgimiento de los programas espaciales, anime a nuestros lectores a ser 
curiosos sobre el universo que los rodea y a valorar su función en él. La lista de libros 
promete estar llena de viajes intergalácticos, biografías de los primeros astronautas, 
la historia de la carrera hacia el espacio y por supuesto ¡extraterrestres! Espero que 
el tema de la exploración espacial también demuestre que la ciencia puede estar 
llena de aventuras. 

También me emociona compartir que este año estamos cambiando las cosas un 
poco. El Reto de Lecturas se realizará durante las vacaciones de invierno para 
exhortar a nuestros lectores a leer durante su tiempo libre. Los Festivales del Reto de 
Lecturas, donde celebramos los espectaculares logros de lectura de los estudiantes, 
se realizarán en enero y febrero en lugar de la primavera. Los festivales contarán 
con cuentacuentos, actividades, libros gratis, premios y certificados de la Asamblea 
del Estado de Nueva York para los lectores. Finalmente, para culminar el Reto de 
Lecturas estamos trabajando con el Centro de Enlace Comunitario de Astronomía de 
la Universidad de Columbia para auspiciar una noche de observación de estrellas y 
conferencia en febrero para todos nuestros lectores. Mi oficina ofrecerá más detalles 
a principios de enero. 

En este folleto, además de la lista de libros, encontrarán una página para anotar los 
libros leídos, actividades y eventos sugeridos, y consejos para los padres o tutores 
para estimular la lectura en el hogar. La lista de libros incluye recomendaciones para 
estudiantes desde prekinder hasta octavo grado, y una lista de lecturas de nivel más 
avanzado. A los participantes se les recomienda ojear cualquier libro que les parezca 
interesante, independientemente del nivel de lectura.

Iniciaré mi Reto de Lecturas de la Comunidad el 21 de diciembre de 2015 y los 
Festivales de Libros se realizarán del 28 de enero al 17 de febrero. Si tienen cualquier 
pregunta sobre el Reto de este año, no dejen de visitar cualquiera de las bibliotecas 
participantes o comuníquense con mi Oficina de la Comunidad por teléfono al (212) 
866-3970.

Cordialmente,

Daniel O’Donnell
Miembro de la Asamblea

Let’s Get Started!

  Wednesday, February 17th
Miércoles 17 de febrero

4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

George Bruce Library
Biblioteca de George Bruce

518 West 125th Street

 Friday, January 29th  
 Viernes 29 de enero

3:30 – 4:30 p.m.

Bloomingdale Library
Biblioteca de Bloomingdale

150 West 100th Street

Thursday, January 28th
Jueves 28 de enero
4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Morningside Heights Library
Biblioteca de Morningside Heights 

2900 Broadway at 113th Street

Book Festivals
Fechas de los Festivales de Libros
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Pre-K 

1

J 520 R

There’s No Place  
Like Space 
By Tish Rabe
Dr. Seuss’s Cat in the Hat introduces 
Sally and Dick to the planets, stars, and 
moons in our universe.

J 523.2 C

The Magic School Bus Lost 
In the Solar System 
By Joanna Cole
On a special field trip in the magic school 
bus, Ms. Frizzle’s class goes into outer 
space and visits each planet in the solar 
system.

J 523.2 C

Curious George and the 
Rocket 
By H. A. Rey
Curious George, the monkey is just the 
right size to travel in a small space ship 
alone for Professor Wiseman, so he 
becomes the first space monkey.

523.3 C 

The Moon  
By Melanie Chrismer
The moon word hunt! What is the moon? 
Going to the moon. First step on the 
moon. Moon phases. The moon is an 
amazing satellite!

Suggested Reading Lists
*Bilingual – English and Spanish
** In Spanish

*Bilingüe – inglés y español
** en español

All New Book Ideas

GRAPHIC GN FIC STILTON 

The First Mouse on  
the Moon  
By Geronimo Stilton
Geronimo Stilton and his cousin Trap 
journey to the Moon in order to stop 
the evil Pirate Cats from thwarting the 
Apollo 11 mission.

PIC B 

I Want to be an Astronaut  
By Byron Barton
A young child thinks about what it would 
be like to be an astronaut and go out on a 
mission into space.

PIC A 

Green Wilma, Frog in Space  
By Tedd Arnold
Green Wilma the frog is mistaken for an 
alien child and taken on a trip through 
space.

PIC S 

Sheep Blast Off! 
By Nancy Shaw
Upon finding a spaceship, sheep climb 
aboard and bumble around until they 
blast off into orbit.

PIC K 

Regards to the Man in the 
Moon  
By Linda Kranz
With the help of his imagination, his 
parents, and a few scraps of junk, Louie 
and his friends travel through space.

523.8 B 

The Big Dipper 
By Franklyn M. Branley
Explains basic facts about the Big Dipper, 
including which stars make up the 
constellation, how its position changes in 
the sky, and how it points to the North 
Star.

SPA 523.4 T 

Planetas**  
por Gail Tuchman
3, 2, 1, ¡despegamos! Volemos por el 
espacio para ver los planetas de nuestro 
sistema solar y de más allá.

Spa 811 Whitman 

El astrónomo: un poema**   
Por Walt Whitman
Este libro, inspirado en el poema de 
Walt Whitman “Cuando escuché al 
sabio astrónomo” es un homenaje a la 
imaginación.
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All New Book Ideas

Kindergarden

2

*Bilingual – English and Spanish
** In Spanish

*Bilingüe – inglés y español
** en español

523.3 G 

The Moon Book  
By Gail Gibbons
Identifies the moon as our only natural 
satellite, describes its movement and 
phases, and discusses how we have 
observed and explored it over the years.

PIC DOLAN 

Nuts in Space  
By Elys Dolan
An elite crew has finally found the Lost 
Nuts of Legend. But will they get home 
before something happens to the nuts?

E-Book 

 Outer Space Bedtime Race  
By Rob Sanders
Aliens from all planets race to complete 
their quirky bedtime routines. 

PIC P 

Earth Space Moon Base  
By Joel Price
An unlikely trio lands on a planet 
and keeps the inhabitants at bay using 
bananas.

PIC M 

 Astronaut Handbook  
By Meghan McCarthy
How to become an astronaut!

PIC M 

 We’re Off to Look for 
Aliens!  
By Colin McNaughton
What happens when a human takes off 
in a rocket ship and meets a ghastly array 
of alien creatures — some smelly, some 
with eyes in their belly — and one lovely.

 PIC M 

 The Three Little Aliens and 
the Big Bad Robot  
By Margaret McNamara
Three aliens set off to find a new planet 
for themselves but soon Bork and Gork 
have forgotten all of their mother’s good 
advice and only Nklxwcyz builds a home 
safe enough to withstand the Big Bad 
Robot.

 PIC CARLE 

 Papa, Please get the Moon 
for Me  
By Eric Carle
Monica’s father fulfills her request for 
the moon by taking it down after it is 
small enough to carry, but it continues to 
change in size.

 PIC H 

 How Many Starts in the 
Sky?  
By Lenny Hort
One night when Mama is away, Daddy 
and child seek a good place to count the 
stars in the night sky.

 523.8 M 

 Zoo in the Sky: A Book of 
Animal Constellations  
By Jacqueline Mitton
Identifies the groups of stars known as 
constellations and discusses their origin, 
uses, and observation.

-Spa 523.4 A 

Los planetas: un fascinante 
viaje por el sistema solar**  
por Penélope Arlon 
Aprenderás sobre los planetas, las lunas, 
los asteroides, los cometas y las galaxias 
lejanas. ¡Conocerás a las personas y 
las máquinas que nos han ayudado a 
descifrar los secretos del espacio y buscar 
formas de vida extraterrestres!

-Spa PIC S 

Manual de instrucciones**   
por Jordi Sierra
Este libro les demostrará a los niños 
pequeños que no importa en qué planeta 
se encuentren, la lectura siempre es 
importante.
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All New Book Ideas

Grades 1 - 3

3

*Bilingual – English and Spanish
** In Spanish

*Bilingüe – inglés y español
** en español

J B Ride S

Who Was Sally Ride? 
By Megan Stine
Looks at the life and career of the physician 
and NASA astronaut who became the first 
American woman in space in 1983.

J B Armstrong E 

Who Was Neil Armstrong? 
By Roberta Edwards
A biography that introduces youngsters to 
Neil Armstrong, the first man to step foot 
on the Moon.

J 520 H 

First Big Book of Space
By Catherine D. Hughes
Introduces basic concepts about outer 
space, from the sun and the moon to the 
planets and space exploration.

J PIC G 

Toys in Space 
By Mini Grey
A group of toys, left out at night for the 
first time, begins to be afraid but the 
WonderDoll distracts them by weaving 
a story of lost toys, space travel, and a 
strange alien.

J YR FIC W 

Space Dogs 
By Jaimie White
When Helen and Martha help T.D. write 
a comic book for his science project, they 
suddenly find themselves written into the 
story, dealing with pesky space cats with 
radioactive hairballs, socks that have gotten 
lost in space, and dozens of space dog 
clones.

 J FIC REEVE 

Cakes in Space 
By Philip Reeve
When ten-year-old Astra and her family 
move to a new planet, she must save the 
spaceship and its crew from man-eating 
cakes, aliens, and more.

J FIC C 

The Wonderful Flight to the 
Mushroom Planet 
By Eleanor Cameron
Two boys in their small space ship find 
a little planet near earth and help the 
inhabitants out of a great difficulty.

J FIC B 

Attack of the Fluffy Bunnies 
By Andrea Beaty
At Camp Whatsitooya, twins Joules and 
Kevin and new friend Nelson face off 
against large, rabbit-like creatures from 
the Mallow Galaxy who thrive on sugar, 
but are not above hypnotizing and eating 
human campers.

J B Aldrin 

Reaching for the Moon 
By Buzz Aldrin
Buzz Aldrin tells of his journey of becoming 
an astronaut which takes more than 
education, discipline, and physical strength.

J 523.3 B 

Max goes to the Moon: 
A Science Adventure with 
Max the Dog
By Jeffrey Bennett
Max the dog and his friend Tori take the 
first trip to the Moon since the Apollo 
missions, inspiring the nations of the world 
to build a Moon colony.

J 525 R 

Earth Matters: Space and 
Time/ Nuestro planeta es 
importante: El tiempo y el 
espacio*  
By Dana Meachen
Discusses Earth’s role as a planet in orbit 
around the Sun, how this causes day and 
night and seasons, and how that affects 
how people tell time. Trata la función de la 
Tierra como un planeta en órbita alrededor 
del Sol, cómo esto causa el día y la noche, y 
las estaciones, y cómo esto afecta cómo las 
personas entienden el tiempo.

J-Spa PIC K 

Mi mamá es astronauta: 
El oficio de explorar el 
espacio**  
Por Hyug-Gyeon Kim
La historia de la madre de Miru, quien se 
convierte en una astronauta y viaja en un 
transbordador espacial. También describe 
las partes y funciones de un transbordador 
espacial.
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J FIC H 

Found (The Missing, Book 
1) 
By Margaret Peterson Haddix 
When thirteen-year-olds Jonah and Chip, 
who are both adopted, find out that they 
were discovered on a plane that appeared 
out of nowhere, full of babies with no 
adults on board, they realize that they 
have uncovered a mystery involving time 
travel and two opposing forces, each 
trying to capture them.

J 629.41 B 

The Space Race 
By Peter Benoit
Discusses the space race between the 
U.S. and the U.S.S.R., and why it was 
important to our country.

 J FIC S 

What Came from the Stars
By Gary D. Schmidt
In a desperate attempt for survival, a 
peaceful civilization on a faraway planet 
besieged by a dark lord sends its most 
precious gift across the cosmos into the 
lunchbox of Tommy Pepper, sixth grader, 
of Plymouth, Massachusetts.

J FIC W

The Boxcar Children: The 
Outer Space Mystery 
By Gertrude Chandler Warner
The Boxcar children investigate the 
disappearance of a student’s research 
paper from an observatory and the 
subsequent disappearance of another 
student.

J 523 J 

Outer Space 
By Ken Jennings
Out-of-this-world facts like: Did you 
know that Mars has a volcano bigger than 
the state of Arizona? Or that there’s a 
star with a diamond the size of our moon 
at its core?

J YR FIC P

Captain Underpants 
and the Invasion of 
the Incredibly Naughty 
Cafeteria Ladies from 
Outer Space
By Dav Pilkey
Can Captain Underpants and his 
drawers hold up under the pressure from 
three massive, tentacled space aliens (in 
disguise) who are on a mission to enslave 
the whole planet?

J FIC M 

Pi in the Sky 
By Wendy Mass
Joss, the seventh son of the Supreme 
Overlord of the Universe, must team 
up with a human girl to re-create Earth, 
when the planet is accidentally erased 
from existence.

FIC P 

The Last Book in the 
Universe 
By Rodman Philbrick
After an earthquake has destroyed 
much of the planet, an epileptic teenager 
nicknamed Spaz begins the heroic fight 
to bring human intelligence back to the 
Earth of a distant future.

J FIC H 

Boom! 
By Mark Haddon
When Jim and Charlie overhear two of 
their teachers talking in a secret language 
and the two friends set out to solve the 
mystery, they do not expect the dire 
consequences of their actions.

J-SPA FIC STILTON 

La amenaza del planeta 
Blurgo**  
Por Gerónimo Stilton
En la Rat Galaxy salta la alarma: ¡se han 
agotado las existencias de carburante! 
Por suerte, un grupo de misteriosos 
alienígenas de color rosa les dicen que 
poseen combustible de sobras y que están 
dispuestos a regalárselo. Pero no todo es 
lo que parece.

J-Spa FIC B 

El increíble caso de 
Barnaby Brocket**  
Por John Boyne
Barnaby no obedece a las leyes de la 
gravedad, su estado natural es flotar. 
Sus padres, desesperados, no saben qué 
hacer con él; de nada sirven las súplicas 
del niño, que asegura que quiere quedarse 
en el suelo pero no puede. Al final solo 
queda una solución: dejar que se vaya 
volando.

Grades 4 - 6
*Bilingual – English and Spanish
** In Spanish

*Bilingüe – inglés y español
** en español

All New Book Ideas
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Grades 7 - 8
*Bilingual – English and Spanish
** In Spanish

*Bilingüe – inglés y español
** en español

All New Book Ideas

629.45 G 

Women in Space: 23 Stories 
of First Flights, Scientific 
Missions, and Gravity-
Breaking Adventures 
By Karen Bush Gibson
Stories of the female pilots, physicists, 
and doctors who broke the stratospheric 
ceiling.

J FIC O 

Space Rocks! 
By Tom O’Donnell
Chorkle narrates the adventures of Earth 
children Hollins, Becky, Nicki, and Little 
Gus, marooned on his asteroid, Gelo, as 
he watches over them with his fives eyes, 
teaches them to fight a ferocious thyss-
cat, and seeks a way to get them home. 

J 520 A 

Space Encyclopedia: A Tour 
of our Solar System and 
Beyond
By David A. Aguilar
A tour of outer space explores the solar 
system as well as stars, galaxies, and 
the birth of planets, and speculates on 
whether other intelligent beings exist in 
the universe.

J 629.4 R 

Information Graphics: 
Space 
By Simon Rogers
Provides an easy-reference, graphically 
illustrated introduction to space.

SCI-FI C 

Ender’s Game
By Orson Scott Card
Child-hero Ender Wiggin must fight a 
desperate battle against a deadly alien 
race if mankind is to survive.

J FIC L 

A Wrinkle in Time
By Madeline L’Engle
Meg Murry, her brother Charles 
Wallace, and their friend Calvin O’Keefe 
become involved with unearthly strangers 
and a search for Meg’s father, who has 
disappeared while engaged in secret work 
for the government

SCI-FI R 

The Sparrow: A Novel
By Mary Doria Russell
Father Emilio Sandoz, a Jesuit linguist, 
heads a team of scientists and explorers 
on an expedition to the planet Rakhat, 
where contact has been established with 
two apparently primitive races, the Runa 
and the Jana’ata.

JSE 14-109 

Lucky Planet: Why Earth 
is Exceptional—and What 
That Means for Life in the 
Universe
By David Waltham
We have long fantasized about finding life 
on planets other than our own. Yet even 
as we become aware of the vast expanses 
beyond our solar system, it remains clear 
that Earth is exceptional. The question 
is: why?

J-Spa 520 C 

El espacio**  
por Tim Clifford
¿Qué es el espacio exterior? -- El sistema 
solar -- La tierra en el espacio -- La luna 
-- El sol -- Los ocho planetas -- Otros 
cuerpos del espacio.

Spa FIC H 

La clave secreta del 
universo**  
Por Lucy & Stephen Hawking
El joven George y su vecino científico 
viajan por el portal de una computadora 
al espacio exterior y aprenden mucho 
sobre el universo mientras tratan de 
evadir a un científico malvado..
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Advanced Readers
*Bilingual – English and Spanish
** In Spanish

*Bilingüe – inglés y español
** en español

All New Book Ideas
SCI-FI W 

The Martian 
By Andy Weir
Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney 
became one of the first people to walk 
on Mars. Now, he's sure he'll be 
the first person to die there. Will his 
resourcefulness be enough to overcome 
the impossible odds against him?

B Hadfield H 

An Astronaut's Guide to  
Life on Earth 
By Chris Hadfield
What going to space taught me about 
ingenuity, determination, and being 
prepared for anything.

B Ride S 

Sally Ride: America's First 
Woman in Space 
By Lynn Sherr
A definitive portrait of the history-making 
first American woman astronaut includes 
coverage of her service aboard the panel 
that investigated the shuttle disasters, 
her co-founding of a science-education 
organization for girls and her guarded 
personal life.

629.4109 T 

Soviet Space Dogs 
By Olesya Turkina
Tells the true stories of Laika, Belka, 
Strelka, and the other space dogs who 
were sent on experimental space flight 
explorations by the Soviet Union between 
1951 and 1956.

FIC MICHENER 

Space 
By James A. Michener
Engineer Stanley Mott, astronomy 
student John Pope, naval hero Norman 
Grant, and rocket engineer Dieter Kolff 
serve as principals in the forty-year 
history of America's space program and 
share the complex drama with numerous 
others.

SCI-FI A

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to 
the Galaxy
By Douglas Adams
After Earth is demolished to make way 
for a new hyperspatial expressway, 
Arthur Dent begins to hitch-hike through 
space.

FIC V

Slaughterhouse Five 
By Kurt Vonnegut
Billy Pilgrim returns home from the 
Second World War only to be kidnapped 
by aliens from the planet Tralfamadore, 
who teach him that time is an eternal 
present.

FIC V 

The Martian Chronicles 
By Ray Bradbury
The tranquility of Mars is disrupted by 
humans who want to conquer space, 
colonize the planet, and escape a doomed 
Earth.

CLASSICS FIC W 

The Time Machine 
By H.G. Wells
A classic novel of the future follows the 
Time Traveller as he hurtles one million 
years into the future and encounters a 
world populated by two distinct races, the 
childlike Eloi and the disgusting Morlocks 
who prey on the Eloi.

Spa 629.409 M 

Breve historia de la carrera 
espacial**  
Por Alberto Martos
Situado en el contexto de la paranoia de 
la Guerra Fría internacional y el conflicto 
ideológico derivado, el trabajo de Martos 
-ingeniero técnico de Telecomunicación 
con amplia experiencia tanto en la 
NASA como en la Agencia Europea del 
Espacio- expone y detalla (como pocas 
veces antes) las importantes dificultades, 
los sacrificios, los atolladeros políticos 
y las traiciones internas que se vivieron 
durante aquel período pero que, a pesar 
de conjugarse para alcanzar un sueño, 
fueron ignoradas por el gran público.
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Reading Log
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Draw a picture, take a photo, 
write about your life…
Draw an idea, event, character, or action from a 
book you read. 

Take a photo or draw a picture of yourself in 
a setting from your favorite book or depicting 
experiences you had similar to those of your 
favorite character. 

Write about your favorite book, scene, or 
character, or tell us about an experience you had 
that relates to the Challenge theme of  
“To Infinity and Beyond!”

Talk to your  
friends and family…
Have a conversation about a character, idea, or 
setting from a book you read. 

Many of the suggested books discuss a problem 
or hardship the characters faced. How would 
you behave in their place?

Write down ideas you have or decisions you 
make based on your conversations. 

Take action…
Sign up to do volunteer projects with your 
family at www.newyorkcares.org. 

Find resources to be involved in/lead your own 
local, national or global service program at 
http://www.generationon.org/kids. 

After completing your project, turn it in at 
your local library or at Assembly Member 
O’Donnell’s Community Office  
(245 W. 104th Street). With your permission, 
we’ll post it on the web! 

What book will you read next?

Haz un dibujo, toma una foto, 
escribe sobre tu vida…
Dibuja una idea, evento, personaje o acción de uno de los 
libros que hayas leído. 

Toma una foto o haz un dibujo de ti mismo(a) en un 
escenario de tu libro favorito, o crea una representación 
de experiencias que hayas tenido similares a las de tu 
personaje favorito. 

Escribe sobre tu libro, escena o personaje favorito, o 
cuéntanos de alguna experiencia que hayas tenido 
relacionada al tema del Reto de este año  
 “¡Al infinito y más allá!”

Habla con tus amigos y 
familiares…
Conversen sobre un personaje, idea o escenario de alguno 
de los libros que hayas leído. 

Muchos de los libros sugeridos discuten algún problema 
o dificultad enfrentada por los personajes. ¿Cómo te 
hubieses comportado si estuvieses en su lugar?

Escribe ideas que tengas o decisiones que tomas basado en 
tus conversaciones. 

Toma acción...
Inscríbete para realizar trabajo voluntario con tu familia 
en www.newyorkcares.org.  

Encuentra recursos en los que te puedas involucrar/ lidera 
tu propio programa de servicio local, nacional o global en 
http://www.generationon.org/kids.

Después de completar tu proyecto, entrégalo en tu 
biblioteca local o llévalo personalmente a la oficina de 
la comunidad del asambleísta O’Donnell (localizada 
en el 245 W. 104th Street). ¡Con tu autorización, 
publicaremos tu proyecto en nuestra página Web!

¿Cuál será tu próximo libro?

Beyond Reading 
Más allá de la lectura

12
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Excerpted from various lists on the  
Reading Is Fundamental website.

1.	 Begin reading to your children as soon as they can 
sit up in your lap and continue reading to and with 
them even after they enter school;

2.	 Books with bright, attractive pictures with only a few 
words as well as nursery rhyme and song books are 
most appropriate for babies and toddlers;

3.	 Board books, which are made for little hands to hold 
and are almost indestructible, are suitable for babies 
and toddlers. The New York Public Library has a 
collection of board books to read with your child;

4.	 Attend toddler and preschool programs at your local 
branch library that include reading and singing;

5.	 Set aside a regular time for reading with your 
children every day. Twenty minutes before bed time 
is a good practice but the important thing is that 
reading becomes a daily, joyful experience;

6.	 Give your children books as gifts;

7.	 Have your children choose their own books as soon 
as they start to show an interest in one type of book 
or author;

8.	 Encourage your children to get their own library 
cards;

9.	 Try a book swap. Ask friends, family, and teachers 
what books their children have enjoyed;

10.	Encourage your child to create bookmarks to include 
with a gift book or to mark the place in your own 
book where you leave off during read-aloud time;

11.	Incorporate reading with your children into daily 
activities such as reading recipes while you cook/
bake or reading instructions together;

12.	See a play, a movie or visit a location based on a 
book that your child has read;

13.	Model good reading behavior and let your child see 
you reading for pleasure;

14.	Have fun! Show your children the joy of reading and 
how it can open up a brand new world!

Tips for helping children develop  
a life-long love of reading:

Extractos literarios de varias listas encontradas en  
el sitio Web Reading is Fundamental.

1.	 Empiecen a leerles a sus hijos tan pronto se puedan sentar 
en sus faldas y continúen leyendo con ellos después de 
que empiecen la escuela;

2.	 Los libros con dibujos llamativos con pocas palabras y los 
libros de canciones infantiles son los más apropiados para 
los bebés y los niños más pequeños;

3.	 Los libros para niños, construidos de material de cartón, 
que están hechos para manos pequeñas, son prácticamente 
indestructibles, y son apropiados para bebés y niños pequeños. 
La Biblioteca Pública de Nueva York cuenta con una colección 
de estos libros infantiles que ustedes pueden leer con sus hijos;

4.	 Asistan a programas para niños pequeños y de edad 
preescolar en su biblioteca local que incluyan actividades 
para leer y cantar;

5.	 Destinen una hora del día para leer con sus hijos. Veinte 
minutos antes de dormir es una buena práctica, pero lo 
más importante es que la lectura se convierta en una 
experiencia diaria y divertida;

6.	 Obséquienles libros a sus hijos como regalos;

7.	 Permitan que sus hijos escojan sus propios libros tan pronto 
empiecen a demostrar un interés en algún tipo de libro o autor;

8.	 Animen a sus hijos a que obtengan sus propias tarjetas de 
la biblioteca;

9.	 Traten de hacer un intercambio de libros. Pregúntenles a sus 
amigos, familiares y maestros cuáles libros han disfrutado;

10.	Estimulen a sus hijos a crear marcadores de páginas para 
obsequiarlos junto con algún libro o para marcar el lugar 
por donde van leyendo en sus propios libros;

11.	Incorporen la lectura en actividades diarias con sus hijos, 
como leer las recetas de cocina mientras preparan la cena 
u hornean, o al leer instrucciones juntos;

12.	Vean una obra de teatro, una película o visiten algún lugar 
mencionado en uno de los libros que sus hijos hayan leído;

13.	Sean un buen ejemplo para sus hijos demostrándoles que 
ustedes leen porque disfrutan de la lectura;

14.	¡Diviértanse! Demuéstrenles a sus hijos lo entretenido 
que es la lectura y cómo puede abrirles las puertas a un 
mundo nuevo.

Consejos para ayudar a los niños a 
desarrollar el amor por la lectura:
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