August 4, 2011

The Honorable Steven Chu
Secretary of Energy

1000 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20585

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to ask you to address the lack of balance and local representation on the
Natural Gas Subcommittee of the Secretary of Energy Advisory Board. Recently, you
asked this subcommittee to issue recommendations to make hydraulic fracturing safer.

As New York State elected officials, we are concerned about natural gas drilling and
hydraulic fracturing in our state’s portion of the Marcellus Shale. New York has had a de
facto moratorium on drilling and fracturing in the Marcellus Shale since 2008, a
necessary precaution to prevent contamination of water supplies and other environmental
harm while we study the effects of shale gas drilling.

So far, your panel has excluded citizens from New York and other regions affected by
fracking. Those whose way of life is at stake deserve a seat at the table where decisions
are made. We insist that you add people from affected communities to the panel.

In addition, six of the seven subcommittee members, including panel chair John Deutch,
have current financial ties to the natural gas and oil industry. Their inherent conflicts of
interest cannot help but undermine the panel’s credibility to study the potential threat of
fracking. Mr. Deutch should step down, and you should name an independent panel chair
and balance the committee with other independent experts.

Hydraulic fracturing is a critical issue for our water and our health. New Yorkers and all
Americans deserve a panel that is impartial and gives ordinary people a voice.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to your response.
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