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International Food Festival
For the 6th Annual Allerton Festival, Assemblyman Gjonaj 
focused on the diversity of the community and had turned 
the Allerton festival into an International Food Festival. 
Attendees enjoyed free samples from all parts of the globe 
such as Greek, Italian, Caribbean, Hispanic, American, 
Middle Eastern and more and based out of the Bronx. The 
7th Annual Allerton Food Festival will be held on Sunday, 
August 24, 2014.

International Music Festival
The Bronx is so full of diversity and culture that a celebra-
tion of just their cuisines was not enough. On October 6, 
2013, Assemblyman Gjonaj and Councilman James Vacca 
held the first ever International Music Festival on Pelham 
Parkway. Hosted by Rhina Valentine “La Reina Del Barrio,” 
concertgoers enjoyed music and performances from Bronx 
musicians and entertainers such as Just Nuts (American), 
Gene DiNapoli (Oldies music), Matt Violinist (Instrumental 
Hip Hop), Sterling Sample on Steel Drums (Caribbean), The 
Bronx Arts Ensemble (Classical), Los de Mexico (Mariachi), 
Lehman College Latin Band (Latin Jazz), BHARATI Dance 
Academy (Bollywood), Freddy "Flip" Lando (Italian), and 
many more.

Job Fairs
With the borough of the Bronx having the highest unemployment 
rate in all of New York State, providing his constituents with 
employment opportunities is a top priority for Assemblyman 
Gjonaj. On December 3, 2013, Assemblyman Gjonaj held 
his first job fair at the Bronx House on Pelham Parkway, 
with employers such as Empire City Casino, The Bronx Zoo, 
Montefiore Hospital and many more. Over 700 people from 
all over NYC were in attendance and nearly 15% had reported 
to have earned a position or interview. The following job fair 
was held on July 10 at DeWitt Clinton High School.

Holiday Lightings
During the holiday season, Assemblyman Gjonaj celebrated 
with three Christmas Tree Lighting Events and two menorah 
lighting ceremonies. For the first time a menorah was lit in 
front of Einstein Hospital and two Christmas trees were lit 
for the first time on Allerton Avenue and on Stillwell Avenue 
next to the “Christmas House.” For the second year, a tree and 
a menorah were lit on Pelham Parkway. Decorations for the 
trees were crafted and donated by children of the grammar 
schools in the 80th AD. Assemblyman Gjonaj, along with 
the Smiles Program, united to provide gifts for the visually 
impaired students at the New York Institute for Special Edu-
cation and the Saint Joseph’s School for the Deaf.
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2014-2015 Budget passed on time once again with additions and changes that will bring positive changes to the lives of our 
Bronxites. Some highlights include: 

•	 The budget offers tax relief for New York City homeowners, condominium owners and renters by implementing a “circuit 
breaker” plan, which will generate tax relief in the form of rebate checks. The plan will run for two years and factor in 
household income. 

•	 The budget provides $5 million for the Community Services for the Elderly (CSE Program) and $4.1 million for the 
expansion of the Elderly Pharmaceutical Insurance Coverage (EPIC) program.

•	 The income limit for the Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption (SCRIE) has been raised from $29,000 to $50,000, 
allowing more seniors to participate.

•	 More than $8.6 billion has been allocated to New York City Schools, an increase of over $435 million from last year.

•	 $300 million per year for two years has been committed to fund universal, full-day pre-K in New York City.

AROUND THE DISTRICT

HAPPENING IN ALBANY

Immigration Forum
On March 5, 2013, Assemblyman Gjonaj held an Im-
migration Forum. Immigration lawyers with profi-
ciency in different ethnicities and backgrounds were 
on the panel as attendees and constituents had their 
most concerning questions answered. Representatives 
from the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
were present as well. 

2nd Annual Bronx Day in Albany
For the second year, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and Bronx 
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. brought the Bronx to Al-
bany! In an effort to showcase the “Best of the Bronx” to our 
state legislators, numerous and notable Bronx organizations 
and companies united at our state’s Capitol to promote ‘Bronx 
Pride’ and express their needs from the legislature. A luncheon 
was held prior to the reception to discuss how to improve the 
business environment and the impact of healthcare reform, 
among other topics.

2nd Annual “Pillars of Education” Teacher 
Appreciation Breakfast
As quality education has always remained a main focus for 
Assemblyman Gjonaj, he sees educators as an invaluable asset 
to our communities and deserving of all of the gratitude and 
appreciation they receive for their work with our children 
and communities. Assemblyman Gjonaj celebrated with 
principals and educators of the 80th AD, who were recognized 
by the state at the 2nd Annual ‘Pillars of Education’ Teacher 
Appreciation Breakfast.

Anti-Bully Presentation
In recent years, bullying and cyber-bullying has become an increasing problem, especially 
within our schools and the lives of our children. Assemblyman Gjonaj along with a 
local Bronx music artist addressed the children at Van Nest Academy about the dangers 
and harm of bullying. The artist is named W.R.A.T.H. and was specifically chosen by 
Assemblyman Gjonaj for his public persona as a positive hip-hop artist that writes 
profanity-free lyrics, and for his own experiences as a victim of bullying. 

Stop the Telemarketers
To stop the calls from telemarketers, register your num-
ber online. 

1. Sign up for the National Do Not Call registry at 
DoNotCall.gov.

2. If the same institution is continuously calling, ask to 
be placed on their internal Do Not Call list.

3. “The more you answer, the more calls you re-
ceive.” Carefully screen your calls; only answer 
the numbers of people you recognize. If you don’t 
answer the phone when telemarketers call, you 
will see the number of calls drop drastically.

4. If assistance is needed is registering your number, 
contact the district office at (718) 409-0109.

Assemblyman Gjonaj on the Floor
During the past Assembly session, Assemblyman Gjonaj 

introduced a number of new Assembly bills, including Assem-
bly Bill A08957, which makes various provisions to provide 
public awareness of the means of financing long-term health 
care. Assembly Bill A08957 provides tax credits for premiums 
paid for long-term health care insurance and accelerates the 
payment of death benefits. 

Assembly Bills A08957 and A07424 were passed by both 
the Assembly and the Senate and await passage by the Governor. 
Assemblyman Gjonaj introduced a number of other bills which 
are still being considered by the Assembly, including bills which 
would establish lifetime Orders of Protection for criminal and fam-
ily court cases in the presence of aggravating circumstances after 
hearing (A07208), authorize health insurers to provide reductions 
in premiums for participation in wellness programs (A05302), and 
require supportive housing to be disbursed throughout the borough 
in proportion to the borough population (A09951). Several more 
bills that Mark co-sponsored are also awaiting further discussion 
in the Assembly’s next session. 

English Tea Party: Assembly Gjonaj invited seniors in the 80th Assembly District to a traditional English Tea Party. Attendees 
were asked to come dressed in their ‘Sunday Best,’ complimented with a decorative hat. A contest was held to determine 
“Best Dressed” and “Best Hat” categories.

Back-to-School Giveaway – Assemblyman Gjonaj 
with WellCare Health Plans provided hundreds of 
schools supplies to children in the 80th AD.

Mother’s Day –  
As a personal tradition, 

Assemblyman Gjonaj 
enjoys visiting our local 

senior centers and 
treating each lovely 

lady with a carnation.

Slow Zone 
Williamsbridge Oval – 
Assemblyman Gjonaj 
and Assemblyman 
Dinowitz successfully 
implemented a slow 
zone around the 
Williamsbridge Oval in 
Norwood. 

Groundbreaking of Van Nest Park –  
The long-awaited renovation of Van Nest Park 
became official. Pictured: Senator Gustavo 
Rivera; CB11 Chairman Tony Vitaliano; V.N.N.A VP 
Bernadette Ferrera; NYC Councilman Ritchie Torres; 
NYC Councilman Vacca, Bronx Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. and Assemblyman Gjonaj.

Assembly Bill A07424 is a bill that Assemblyman Gjonaj 
co-sponsored which relates to city Omnibus safety requirements. 
Assembly Bill A07424 provides for Omnibuses being retrofitted 
with silent emergency alarms which would be synchronized with 
existing bus Global Positioning System (GPS) devices so that the 
location of a bus emitting an alarm can be pinpointed by the Com-
mand Center of the New York City Transit Authority. 

Assemblyman Gjonaj has gone mobile!  
This summer Assemblyman Gjonaj introduced his new mobile office to the public! 
This recognizable and iconic converted bus provides him with the opportunity 
to bring his staff to all of the communities he represents. The mobile office is 
currently being retrofitted to provide every available service to our constituents 
across the district. Once operational, the bus will be stationed in key locations 
and various events across the district, including Wednesdays from 12-4 p.m. 
on East 204th Street beginning in September.
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Renée Montminy,  
Chief of Staff
–  Assemblyman Gjonaj is pleased 

to announce the appointment of 
his new Chief of Staff, Renée 
Montminy. Renée grew up in 
Massachusetts and moved to New 
York City after graduating from 
Syracuse University College of Law in 2004. She pre-
viously served as an Assistant District Attorney at the 
Bronx County District Attorney’s Office for almost ten 
years before joining the Gjonaj team. She served as the 
District Attorney’s Representative to the 49th Precinct 
Council, where she acted as a community liaison for 
those who had questions about the criminal justice 
system. “I am absolutely thrilled to be given this op-
portunity to support and represent the people of this 
community,” she states. “I hold a deep affection for 
the people in this district, and I look forward to helping 
the Assemblyman make this community an even more 
wonderful place to live, work and play than it is today.” 

Sonny Vataj, Executive Director
William Madonna, Chief Counsel
Nathalia Fernandez, Executive Coordinator
Aleatha Williams, Administrative Assistant 
Lilyanna Pekic, Community Liaison
Dennis Wales, Community Volunteer 

 OUR STAFF
CALENDAR OF  

EVENTS

September
International Music Festival
September 7 • 12-6 p.m.
Oscar Comras Mall in  
Bronx Park

Senior Game Day 
Maesto’s Caterers
Thursday, September 25 
2-5 p.m. 

October
Hispanic Heritage Celebration
Sunday, October 12
Pelham Parkway at  
Wallace Ave.

Team Gjonaj 
is walking at 
Orchard Beach!
Breast Cancer 
Awareness Walk
Sunday, October 19
9 a.m. at Orchard Beach

Halloween 
Parade! 
Saturday, October 25

November
Veteran’s Day Blood Drive
Tuesday, November 11
Location TBA

Gjonaj Annual 
Turkey Drive
(contact office for more 
information)

December 
Annual Tree Lightings 
•	 Allerton Ave
•	 Pelham Parkway
•	 At the ‘Christmas House’ 

on Westervelt Ave.

Annual Menorah Lightings
•	 Pelham Parkway
•	 Einstein Hospital


