
Dear Residents of the 87th Assembly District,
I hope that your holiday season was enjoyable!  In this new 

year, I am looking forward to working diligently for the residents 
of the 87th Assembly District.  I plan on building momentum on 
last year’s success.

This past year was very busy and memorable.  With the help 
of my staff and volunteers, I held a toy drive that helped us collect 
well over 400 toys for the children in my district.  We distributed 
the toys at various events.  To mention a few, Children’s Holiday 
Celebration at St. Andrew’s Church, multiple Three Kings Day 
events, one at Holy Family Church and the other at Saint Aquinas 
Church.   I also distributed Christmas themed books to various 
places around the district, including Cardinal McCloskey Services, 
Lambert Houses, Wings Academy, Kips Bay Boys and Girls, New 
Tabernacle Church, St. Thomas Aquinas Church, and the YMCA.  In 
addition we donated coats and bottled water to the New Americans 
Welcome Center Holiday Party.

I attended several holiday events around the district, including 
the Parkchester Tree Lighting, Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance 
Tree Lighting and holiday parties at Community Board 11, PEP, 
Castle Hill Senior Center, RAIN Senior Center, Glebe Senior 
Center, Mechlar Hall at Holy Family Church, and the Bangladesh 
American Community Council. 

Legislative session has once again reconvened.   For the next 
few months, I will be spending more time in Albany fighting to pass 
legislation that will benefit all New Yorkers.  I will be fighting hard 
to help pass the Universal Pre-K legislation with Mayor Bill De 
Blasio.  To the right of this column is a list of all the most recent 
bills I have introduced in the Assembly.  

I wish you and your family a prosperous New Year! I remind 
you that even on the days I’m up in Albany, both my district office 
and upstate office remain open and my staff at hand to assist you.

God Bless
Luis R. Sepúlveda

Assemblyman 
87th Assembly District
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Notary Public now offered FREE of charge!
¡Ahora ofrecemos servicios de notario público GRATIS!
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Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance 
The Monthly Meetings are held every first Wednesday of the 
Month at 7:00 P.M.
Love Gospel Church 
475 Van Nest Ave, Bronx, NY 10460

Community Board 6 
The General Meetings are held the second Wednesday of the 
month at 6:00 P.M.
Call office before attending meeting to confirm the location. 
1932 Archer Ave, Bronx, NY 10457 
7th Floor - (718) 579-6990

Community Board 9 
The General Meetings are held every third Thursday of the 
month at 7:00 P.M. 
Call office before attending meeting to confirm the location. 
1967 Turnbull Avenue, Bronx, NY 10473 2nd Floor  - (718) 
823-3034
www.nyc.gov/bxcb9

Community Board 11
The General Meeting are held the forth Thursday of the month 
at 7:00 P.M. 
Call office before attending meeting to confirm the location. 
1741 Colden Ave, Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 892-6262
www.nyc.gov/bxcb11

NYPD 43rd Precinct Community Council 
The Council Meetings are held every first Wednesday of the 
month at 7:00 P.M. 
Call the precinct before attending meeting to confirm location. 
900 Fteley Avenue, Bronx NY 10473
Community Affairs: (718) 542-6325

NYPD 45th Precinct Community Council
The Council Meetings are held every first Thursday of the 
month at 7:30 P.M.
Call the precinct before attending meeting to confirm location.
2877 Barkley Avenue, Bronx NY 10465
Community Affairs: (718) 822-5449

NYPD 48th Precinct Community Council 
The Council Meetings are held every last Tuesday of the month 
at 7:00 P.M. 
Call the precinct before attending meeting to confirm location. 
450 Cross Bronx Expressway, Bronx, NY 10457
Community Affairs: (718) 299-4522

NYPD 49th Precinct Community Council 
The Council Meetings are held every last Tuesday of the month 
at 7:30 P.M. 
Call the precinct before attending meeting to confirm location. 
2121 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY 10461
Community Affairs: (718) 918-2032

GET INVOLVED IN YOUR COMMUNITY!

Queridos residentes del Distrito 87 de la Asamblea: 
¡Espero que hayan disfrutado de la época festiva! En este nuevo año, deseo 

trabajar diligentemente para los residentes del Distrito 87 de la Asamblea. Mi 
objetivo es continuar el impulso logrado gracias a los éxitos del año pasado.

El año pasado fue muy activo y memorable para nuestra oficina. Con la 
ayuda de mi personal de trabajo y voluntarios, auspicié una colecta de juguetes 
que nos ayudó a recaudar más de 400 juguetes para los niños de mi distrito. 
Distribuimos los juguetes en varios eventos; incluyendo la Celebración de 
la Época Festiva para los Niños en la Iglesia de San Andrés, varios eventos 
con motivo del Día de los Tres Reyes Magos, uno en la Iglesia de la Sagrada 
Familia y otro en la Iglesia de Santo Tomas de Aquino. También distribuí libros 
de navidad en varios lugares de todo el distrito, incluyendo la agencia de Ser-
vicios Comunitarios del Cardenal McCloskey, Viviendas Lambert, la Academia 
Wings, el Club de Niños y Niñas de Kips Bay, la Iglesia Nuevo Tabernáculo, la 
Iglesia Santo Tomas de Aquino y la YMCA. Además, donamos abrigos y botellas 
de agua a la Celebración de la Época Festiva del Centro de Bienvenida para 
Nuevos Americanos.

Asistí a varios festejos alrededor del distrito, incluyendo la celebración para 
encender las luces del árbol festivo de Parkchester; las conmemoraciones de 
la época festiva de la Alianza de la Comunidad de Van Nest en la Junta Comu-
nitaria 11, PEP; las de los centros de ancianos de Castle Hill, RAIN y Glebe; 
las celebraciones en el Salón Mechlar de la Iglesia de la Sagrada Familia y 
del Concejo de la Comunidad Bengalí-Americana.

La Sesión Legislativa ha reconvenido una vez más. Durante los próximos 
meses, estaré pasando más tiempo en Albany luchando para aprobar legislación 
que beneficiará a todos los neoyorquinos. Estaré trabajando fuertemente para 
ayudar a aprobar la legislación de Prekínder Universal con el alcalde Bill 
De Blasio. A la derecha de esta columna se encuentra una lista de todos los 
proyectos de ley que he presentado recientemente en la Asamblea.

¡Les deseo a ustedes y a sus familias un próspero Año Nuevo! Les recuerdo 
que aún en los días en que estoy en Albany, tanto mi oficina de distrito como 
mi oficina al norte del estado están abiertas y mi personal de trabajo está listo 
para ayudarlos.

¡Que Dios los bendiga!

Luis R. Sepúlveda

Asambleísta 
Distrito 87 de la Asamblea



Assemblyman Sepúlveda was suc-
cessful in providing many turkeys 
to organizations in need with the 
help of the community! 
Con la ayuda de la comunidad, el 
asambleísta Sepúlveda tuvo éxito 
al proveer muchos pavos a orga-
nizaciones necesitadas.

Arm in arm with his Assembly and Senate colleagues, Assemblyman 
Sepulveda is seen here addressing a crowd during a Universal Pre-K Press 
Conference in Albany, reiterating the importance of Bill #A7535-A, which 
would provide all the children in New York State access to Universal Pre-K.
Acompañado por sus colegas de la Asamblea y del Senado, el asambleísta 
Sepúlveda se dirigió a un grupo de personas durante una conferencia de 
prensa en Albany sobre el Prekínder Universal, reiterando la importancia 
del Proyecto de Ley #A7535-A que les proveería a todos los niños en el 
estado de Nueva York acceso al Prekínder Universal.

Assemblyman Sepulveda met with a group of 
education advocates, (who also happened to be 
his constituents!) to discuss funding and Univer-
sal Pre-K up in Albany. 
El asambleísta Sepúlveda se reunió en Albany 
con un grupo de defensores de la educación, 
(quienes también son sus constituyentes) para 
tratar el financiamiento de la educación y el Pre-
Kínder Universal.

Assemblyman Sepúlveda educated his constituents with a civics 
class at the Parkchester Library this past fall where he discussed 
legislation and local politics.
En el otoño, el asambleísta Sepúlveda educó a sus constituyentes 
con una clase cívica en la Biblioteca de Parkchester, en la que 
habló sobre legislación local.

At a town hall meeting at Noble Mansion in the Stratton Park area 
of the district, Assemblyman Sepulveda discussed various issues in 
the community such as necessary street lights and bus stops within 
the neighborhood.
En una reunión de la comunidad celebrada en Noble Mansion en el área 
de Stratton Park del distrito, el asambleísta Sepúlveda discutió varios 
asuntos de la comunidad, incluyendo la necesidad de semáforos en las 
calles y paradas para los autobuses dentro de la comunidad.

Assemblyman Sepúlveda and his family pose 
with Santa and his helper at the Parkchester Oval 
tree lighting.
El asambleísta Sepúlveda y su familia posaron 
con Santa Claus y su ayudante durante la cele-
bración para encender las luces del árbol festivo 
de Parkchester.

At St. Thomas Aquinas Church in West Farms adults sipped hot chocolate 
while children ate cotton candy and received toys in celebration of Three 
Kings Day. Assemblyman Sepúlveda collected many toys for this event.
En la Iglesia de Santo Tomas de Aquino en West Farms, los adultos tomaron 
chocolate caliente mientras los niños comieron algodón de azúcar y reci-
bieron juguetes durante la celebración del Día de los Tres Reyes Magos. El 
asambleísta Sepúlveda recaudó muchos juguetes para este evento.

Assemblyman Sepúlveda showed his support at Senator Diaz’s Three Kings Day Celebration 
as he assisted with the distribution of toys.
El asambleísta Sepúlveda demostró su apoyo a la Celebración de los Tres Reyes Magos del 
senador Díaz ayudando con la distribución de los juguetes.

Assemblyman Sepúlveda and New 
York State Comptroller, Thomas Di-
Napoli at Comptroller DiNapoli’s State 
of the State Reception.
El asambleísta Sepúlveda junto a Tho-
mas DiNapoli, Contralor del Estado 
de Nueva York, durante la Recepción 
del Estado del Estado auspiciada por 
el Contralor. 

During Senator Peralta’s Press Release regarding License for undocumented immigrants, 
Assemblyman Sepúlveda posed in a New York State License cut out made by supporters of 
this legislation which the Assemblyman introduced in the Assembly.
Durante la conferencia de prensa del senador Peralta sobre las licencias de conducir para 
inmigrantes indocumentados, el asambleísta Sepúlveda posó con una ampliación de la licen-
cia de conducir del estado de Nueva York hecha por defensores de esta legislación; la cual el 
Asambleísta presentó en la Asamblea.

Featured here is Dianne Bernice Toppin. Dianne was very loved by the community, 
a community she was deeply involved with. She earned the respect of all who were 
fortunate to meet her, including Assemblyman Luis Sepúlveda. She will always 
be remembered fondly. 
Recordamos a Dianne Bernice Toppin. Dianne era muy querida por la comunidad, 
una comunidad con la que estaba completamente comprometida. Ella se ganó el 
respeto de todos los que tuvieron el gusto de conocerla, incluyendo al asambleísta 
Luis Sepúlveda. Siempre será recordada cariñosamente.

In collaboration with Senator Klein, District Leaders Julia Rodriguez and William 
Rivera, Assemblyman Sepúlveda helped organize a Three Kings Day Celebration 
which included a real life nativity scene! Assemblyman Sepulveda and Senator Klein 
distributed over 150 toys and gifts to all the children and parents in attendance. 
We enjoyed watching so many happy faces! 
En colaboración con el senador Klein, los líderes de distrito Julia Rodríguez y Wi-
lliam Rivera, el asambleísta Sepúlveda ayudó a organizar la Celebración del Día de 
los Tres Reyes Magos que incluyó una escena real del nacimiento. El asambleísta 
Sepúlveda y el senador Klein distribuyeron más de 150 juguetes y regalos para 
todos los niños y padres que asistieron. ¡Disfrutamos ver tantos rostros felices!

What’s Happening in the 87th…

Spotlight on Success!
Assemblyman Luis Sepúlveda is still 

working hard for his community. Featured 
here are more letters of appreciation he re-
ceived from constituents and local organiza-
tions. We continue to commend him for his 
hard work! 

Assemblyman Sepúlveda’s staff is at it again! Featured here are a 
few more testimonials from constituents expressing their gratitude and 
appreciation for all the help and assistance they received at the office 
of Assemblyman Sepúlveda. Kudos once more to Team Sepúlveda!

Ms. Karen W. of PS 102 and PS 536 met with our legislative counsel, 
Oshrie Zak, and had this to say about him, 

“It was a pleasure meeting you last night at the P.S 102 Campus 
Annual Town Hall Meeting.

I would like to thank you for not only attending, but coming with 
what appears to be a true and genuine concern for the community, 
what is fair and right, and for our youngest citizens; the children.”

Mr. Sunit N. reached out to our office seeking assistance with obtain-
ing a location for an upcoming event. He met with our Administrative 
Aide, Samiha Tashneem, and had this to say,

“We’re fascinated and thrilled by the response received from [the] 
Assemblyman and from his office in helping to accommodate a place 
of worship...Thanks to you all for helping us to make it possible.”

Ms. Sabrina P came to our office looking for help to find an apart-
ment; she met with our constituent liaison, Lettisha Teasley, and had 
this to say,

“Thank you for all your help, because of you, we found an apart-
ment in Waterbury, CT and me and my children have a place to 
celebrate the holidays.” 

Assemblyman Sepúlveda and his staff aren’t the only ones working 
hard. There are many organizations that are active in the community. 
In this version of the newsletter, Assemblyman Sepúlveda highlights 
the following organizations: 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
January 1882 was the year that St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church was organized. St. Paul’s Lutheran Church actually got its 
start in June, 1879 when Lutherans began a Sunday school in the 
East Morrisania section of the Bronx. A year later, the Rev. Buch 
led worship in the home of Moritz Schmidt.

In January 1882, Hugo Richter was installed as the first pastor 
of St. Paul’s. The first church building was erected at 150th Street 
and Robbins Avenue.

The congregation grew in membership and in 1898 a new church 
building was dedicated on East 156th Street near Union Avenue. On 
its twenty fifth anniversary, sixteen stained glass windows made in 
Munich, Germany were placed in the church. Those stained glass 
windows are currently in the sanctuary on McGraw Avenue.

In June 1946, the congregation began building a parish hall 
in Parkchester. Ground was broken in June 1956 at the corner of 
McGraw and Virginia Avenues for a new sanctuary. The church was 
dedicated in October 1957.

Many have come and gone since the beginning. Some remem-
bered the church with large and small financial legacies. Others 
are remembered for the many hours of Christian service they gave 
as part of their stewardship. The faces and ethnic makeup of the 
congregation has changed over the years. St. Paul’s got its start 
as an English speaking congregation of European immigrants. 
Today St. Paul’s is culturally diverse, with ethnic groups from 
several nations.

Today, St. Paul’s shares space with a variety of community groups. 
The Bronx Concert Singers have been in residence over 30 years. 
Kiddies’ Safe Haven Inc. Childcare operates a pre-school, after school 
and day camp programs for children. They sponsor St. Paul’s Girl 
Scouts Troops 1234, 1235, 1236, 1257. St. Paul’s hosts a food pantry 
handing out bags of food to neighborhood residences on Fridays. AA 
and AARP groups have their meetings at the church.

Vishnu Mandir Inc. 
The Vishnu Mandir, Hindu Temple was established on January 21, 

1996 by Pandit Vishnu Sukul and the devotees of the Bronx Com-
munity. This Mandir was established with the aim of educating the 
devotees in the ancient and very important way of life - Hinduism.

The spiritual leader of this Mandir is Pandit Vishnu Sukul who 
was born in Guyana, but immigrated to the USA in 1986 to continue 
the promotion of the Hindu Religion. As the leader, Panditjee has 
made the Mandir a beautiful place to pray because the devotees 
enjoy all discussions on Hinduism.

Each year, the Mandir celebrates its anniversary with a Yagna. 
Regular Sunday Satsangh continues throughout the year. This Sat-
sangh is a three and half hour program commencing at 8:00 a.m. 
and concludes at 11:30 a.m. 

All important Festivals are observed as the Panchang prescribes. 
The Festivals are Shiva Raatri, Phagwah, Ram Nowmi, Nowraatri, 
Raksha Bandhan, Krishan Janam Ashtmi, Deepavali, Seeta Jayanti, 
Hanuman Jayanti etc. The Mandir also celebrates the Shri Satna-
rayan Brat Katha and Puja each month on the Purnima Lagna. The 
Vishnu Mandir recognizes all religions. 

The Vishnu Mandir and the Bharati Dance Academy has played 
a vital role in the Bronx and providing Community Service. Some 
of the events and activities include the Bronx Week Parade, the 
Caribbean American Heritage at the Bronx Museum, the Jerome 
Gun Hill BID Fall Festival, the Kingsbridge Road Merchants As-
sociation Unity In The Community Festival, the Home Building for 
the Habitat for Humanity New York City, the Kingsbridge Heights 
Community Center Street Festival, the BronxNet Open Live TV 
Show, the Peace December – New York Peace Coalition, the Bronx 
House Open House, the Pelham Bay Merchants Association, the 
Westchester Square BID first of its kind “Bollywood in the Bronx,” 
the Westchester Square Merchants Association Fair @ the Square, 
the Bronx Council on the Arts “Trolley Goes Bolly,” and many more.

Van Nest Assembly of God
In 1934 a group of born-again ladies, members of the Italian Chris-

tian Church at 167th Street and Intervale Avenue, under the spiritual 
leadership of Pastor Silvio Margadonna, began holding home prayer 
meetings, seeking God’s guidance for the establishment of a church in 
the Van Nest area. Their outreach began with door-to-door witnessing. 
Within a short period of time, a Friday night prayer meeting was estab-
lished and space was rented at 1722 Adams Street, Bronx, New York.

On November 3, 1934, The Italian Christian Church of Van Nest 
(the former name of Van Nest Assembly of God), held their first evening 
service led by Reverend Vincent Zizzo and Reverend Francesco DiPucci. 
Monday and Wednesday evening services were soon added to this grow-
ing congregation as Rev. Zizzo took care of the Monday services and Rev. 
DiPucci took care of the Wednesday evening services. While the church 
was located at Adams Street, all the services were conducted in Italian.

On May 1, 1943, the church began services in their new building 
located at 702 Rhinelander Avenue, Bronx, NY. Seven years later, Rev. 
Vincent Zizzo, the senior pastor, answered God’s call to establish a 
work in Turin Italy. At Rev. Zizzo’s request, Rev. Dominick Tuminaro 
became the new pastor, ministering in English.

At each level of growth the congregation responded to the call as 
larger facilities were added. On September 24, 1961 the present edifice 
at 755 Rhinelander Avenue, Bronx, NY was dedicated.

After 40 years of faithful ministry to Van Nest Assembly of God, 
Rev. Dominick Tuminaro retired. On August 1, 1990 Rev. David H. 
Hernquist became the Senior Pastor of Van Nest Assembly of God. The 
church has continued to grow and develop into a multicultural evan-
gelistic church with five services every Sunday and various ministry 
programs throughout the week.

Over the past 20 years, the church has evolved from an Italian 
church to a congregation made up of many different backgrounds with 
the motto, “the Love of God makes us one and He calls us to a mission 
that transcends all differences.” 
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Se Habla Español
Tenemos personal en nuestra 
oficina que le puede asistir en 
su idioma natal.

Row 1 (left to right) Acting Chief of Staff jefa de personal interino, Shirley SanAndres-Alonzo; Counsel to the Assemblyman asesor legal del Asambleísta, Oshrie Zak; 
Director of Communications director de comunicaciones, Thomas Musich; Constituent Liaison coordinadora de la comunidad, Lettisha Teasley; 

Administrative Aide asistente administrativa, Samiha Tashneem Row 2 (left to right) Administrative Assistant asistente administrativo, Vishal Singh; 
D.O. Intern practicante en la oficina de distrito, Jumaine Walcott; Albany Intern practicante en la oficina de Albany, Anabel Perez

OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Saturday 11 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Horas de oficina: lunes-viernes 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., sábados 11 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

DISTRICT OFFICE Oficina de distrito: 1973 Westchester Ave., Bronx, NY 10462 • 718-931-2620 • Fax: 718-931-2915
ALBANY OFFICE Oficina en Albany: Room 432, LOB, Albany, NY 12248 • 518-455-5102 • Fax: 518-455-3693

sepulvedal@assembly.state.ny.us • http://assembly.state.ny.us/mem/Luis-R-Sepulveda

Universal Pre-K
This bill would allow the city to tax individuals earning half a 
million dollars or more to pay for universal pre-kindergarten 
for all children. 

Luisito’s Law
This legislation would establish the offense of aggravated 
assault on a child less than 10 years old. It would raise the 
minimum sentencing from 1½ years to 5 years for a person 
who injuries a child under 10 with a deadly or dangerous 
instrument, whether on purpose or accidently.

Shop & Frisk Act
This bill would establish that upon a person being found not 
guilty of larceny, a mercantile establishment shall terminate 
all attempts to collect monetary payment.

The Water Quality Information Act
This bill would require the department of health to create a 
water information program designed to provide the public with 
access to information and reports concerning the state's public 
drinking water systems and to participate in the federal drinking 
water watch program.

The Correctional Facility Medicaid  
Overpayment Act 
This bill would streamline the billing process for all state cor-
rectional healthcare systems, ensure that Medicaid is billed 
accurately for inpatient care provided to eligible inmates, and 
would implement automated payment detection, prevention, 
and recovery procedures.

Parole Board Translation Act 
This bill would require that a qualified interpreter is present 
at parole board hearings when requested by any foreign born 
or non-English speaking person.

Halal for NYC Schools Act 
This bill would amend the education law to require New York 
City schools to offer Halal food options during lunch.

License for National Act
This bill would provide New York State driver's licenses to 
eligible immigrants in order to facilitate road safety and ac-
countability.

What I am Up To…


