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Dear Friends, 
I am pleased to report that my bill 
(A.5355a/S.3821a), authorizing the State Education 
Department to appoint a state monitor to oversee the 
East Ramapo Central School District passed the 
Assembly Education Committee. With just seven 
session days left, it is imperative that the bill move 
quickly through the Ways and Means and Rules 
committees before coming to the floor for a full 
vote. The children and families of East Ramapo are 
counting on us. 
 
I am grateful for the outpouring of support from a diverse group of organizations 
as well as the faith-based community, including the Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL.)  
 
I would especially like to thank NYS Regents Chancellor Merryl Tisch and David 
Sciarra, Executive Director of the Education Law Center, for their NY Times Op-
Ed urging the legislature to pass the bill and protect “the civil rights of a 
community of overwhelmingly low-income minority children.” 
 
~Ellen~ 
Opposing the Education Tax Credit (A.02551) 
You may have seen ads or received telephone calls urging you to support this bill 
that would direct $150 million in public tax dollars annually away from our public 
schools and give those hundreds of millions of dollars to the 15 percent of 
students who attend private schools in NY State. To learn more about the bill and 
why I oppose it click here.  
 
Tell the Public Service Commission (PSC) No Surcharge 
Rockland won a remarkable victory when the 
PSC decided against United Water’s (UWNY) 
proposed desalination plant. In 2014, (PSC) 
denied a request by (UWNY) to impose a 
surcharge on Rockland County ratepayers of 
almost $60 million to cover its planning 
costs—even though it never even broke 
ground on the proposal. Unfortunately, the 
PSC’s decision left the door open for UWNY 
to come back and seek to recoup up to $45 million.  Now it’s time to tell the PSC 
you won’t pay millions for a failed project. Follow the Rockland Water Coalition 
on Twitter for updates in the near future. You can sign a petition requesting a 
hearing on UWNY's surcharge here.   
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Edward Hopper Bill Passes Full Legislature  
I am excited to announce that the Legislature passed 
my bill to establish the Edward Hopper Citation of 
Merit for Visual Artists. Named for Nyack’s own 
Edward Hopper,  the award will recognize a 
contemporary artist for his or her outstanding 
contribution to the arts in New York State. The 

chosen artist, awarded a $10,000 honorarium, will be considered the State Visual 
Artist and will give two public showings within the State, one at the Edward 
Hopper House Art Center. 
 
Keep your Family Safe from Lyme Disease 
Lyme disease is a bacterial infection that people and pets can contract from deer 
ticks, which thrive in woodsy environments but can also be present in our 
backyards. It’s a serious issue in New York. The good news is a few simple steps 
can help you and your family avoid ticks and prevent infection. For more 
information, you can request a New York State Assembly brochure on Lyme 
disease from my office or visit the state Department of Health website or the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website   
 
Reverend Schaef Honored 
Concerned Clergy for Choice and the Bi-Parisian 
Pro-Choice Legislative Caucus recognized a 
pioneering champion for women’s reproductive 
health and heard him discuss his groundbreaking 
work to convene the Clergy Consultation Service 
on Abortion in 1966. By the time of the U. S. 
Supreme Court's Roe v. Wade decision, more 
than 1,400 clergy had joined the Service and referred 100,000 women for abortion 
without a single fatality.   
 
Haitian Unity Day Parade 

So wonderful to see my Director of Constituent and Support 
Services, Rose Leandre, as the Grand Marshal of the Haitian 
Unity Day Parade in Spring Valley. The annual gathering 
celebrates Haitian culture in Rockland County and is just one 
of many events that take place across the country. 
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