
Dear Friends,

It’s been a busy time in Albany with the 2017-18 Legislative Session underway. I have been speaking
 out about the urgent need to fund childcare subsidies, put an end to the inhumane practice of holding
 prisoners in solitary confinement, and curbing gun violence.  I've also been meeting with
 constituents, community leaders, advocates and stakeholders to discuss  how we can work together
 to best meet the diverse needs of Rockland residents. Your input is always welcome.

Best wishes,

Ellen

Advocating for Childcare Funding

As Chair of the Assembly Committee on Children and Families, a top 
priority is  ensuring that our hardworking low- and middle-income 
families have access to high-quality, affordable child care and early 
childhood education.Consequently, I am sponsoring a new bill that 
would establish
a child care taskforce to examine the need for child care, barriers to 
accessing child care and the impact on economic development and the
 workforce.This information will help guide decisions to better meet the 
needs of working families across the State.

       HALT Solitary Confinement

As a co-sponsor of A- 3080, I am proud to stand with Assembly
 Member Aubry, my colleagues, the Campaign for Alternatives to
 Isolated Confinement and to speak out against the use of extreme
 isolation, which is costly, ineffective and inhumane. Penal experts,
 human rights advocates, and psychologists agree that extreme
 isolation does not rehabilitate, but destroys; does not make us safer,
 but breeds anger and despair, as well as physical and psychological
 illness. It’s time for New York to lead the way in putting an end to what
 is tantamount to torture. We must focus on therapeutic treatment for
 the mentally ill and non-violent offenders in our jails and prisons.

No Tanning Salon Visits for Teens

My new bill would require tanning salons in New York State to turn away anyone under the age of 18. Click on the
 link to read the Lohud.com article, which includes another link to Attorney General Schneiderman's comments on
 the increased risk of skin cancer in those under 35 who use tanning beds.

Legislation to Curb Gun Violence

As a strong advocate for sensible gun laws, I stood with 
 Assemblymember Kavanuagh, New Yorkers Against Gun Violence,
 families and students to announce a 10-bill package that would
 expand on the SAFE Act and curb gun deaths in NY State. My micro-
stamping bill  (A5826) would require all semi-automatic pistols
 manufactured after January 1, 2018 to produce a unique code on
 each cartridge case that can be used to identify the make, model and
 serial number of the pistol.The technology is designed to discourage
 gun trafficking and to aid law enforcement officials investigating crimes
 by allowing them to trace firearms to their original purchasers.

Job and Career Fair in Rockland

It was a pleasure to host a job and career fair at Finklestein Library and to meet so many interested people who
 are looking for a secure job or are considering a career change.
 Joining me were  the New York State Department of Transportation
 (DOT), The Rockland County Career Center, BOCES Adult Education,
 The National Tractor Trailer School, along with many other partner
 organizations that provided information about job training programs,
 career opportunities and other services.

The NY State Department of Transportation is currently recruiting for
 job opportunities. Click on the link above to learn more.
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