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BRINGING BROADBAND

TO OUR COMMUNITIES
A Special Report from

ASSEMBLYMAN

Dear Neighbor,

Broadband is a key priority for
my office.

Many of us are frustrated by
the lack of service, particularly
in our rural areas, that puts
families, students, businesses
and farms at a distinct disadvantage in an
increasingly competitive, global society.

In the 2015-16 State Budget, the NYS Legislature
authorized $500 million in new state funding to
expand high-speed broadband in underserved
and unserved areas. A high priority for me

will be to use these funds to build new Internet
lines that would effectively serve our rural
communities.

My office will continue to work in the months
ahead to aggressively advance broadband
projects.

Please read more to learn how you can help be a
part of improving high speed Internet access in
your area.

Sincerely,

s

Assemblyman Peter D. Lopez
10277 Assembly District



Assemblyman Lopez: High Speed Internet a Must for all Communities

Pete knows broadband services can
transform how we live and work in an
increasingly competitive society.

Access to broadband services remains a critical priority

for communities across New York, particularly our rural
communities, as households, businesses, farms, governmental
institutions, educational facilities and others seek to survive
and prosper.

Much like the revolution caused by the availability of electricity
to our homes and businesses in the early 1900s, broadband
access offers all of us the opportunity to transform how we live
and work in an increasingly competitive and global society.

While the New York State Legislature and the governor have
acknowledged the importance of supporting investment in
critical infrastructure, until recently state funding for such
purposes has been woefully inadequate.

During the recession, the federal government spent billions of

dollars to help stimulate the economy by funding broadband
improvements across the nation. Now, the State Legislature
has taken up the challenge of improving Internet access

by appropriating a half billion dollars in this year’s state
budget to help build out broadband systems in underserved
communities.
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The New NY Broadband Program
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How the plan works:

The $500 million program, funded through capital resources
from bank settlements, will incentivize the private sector to
expand high-speed broadband access in underserved and
unserved areas. Broadband providers will contribute, on
average, at least 50% of the capital needed.

Broadband providers must make Internet speeds of at least
100 Mbps available, with funding priority given to those
delivering the highest speeds at the lowest cost. In limited
cases, providers may offer 25 Mbps speeds to the most remote,
unserved and underserved areas of the state.

Each Regional Economic Development Council will identify
unserved and underserved areas, aggregate demand across
all sectors, detail the most cost-effective means to provide
universal access, and leverage state-owned assets where
possible.

The Facts about Broadband:

5.4 million New Yorkers and 55,000
businesses lack adequate broadband.

e 2,032 of New York’s public schools report
speeds lower than 100 Mbps.

e Nearly 500 public schools report no
broadband access.

e 70% of Upstate New Yorkers lack access to
broadband at 100 Mbps.

e Broadband is responsible for 20% of newly
created jobs across all businesses.

Bring Access to Your Community:

The New York State Broadband Program Office and

Assemblyman Lopez want to help expand services in your area.

Please contact the following website and Assemblyman Lopez
as we collaboratively move forward in our mission to expand
quality internet services across ALL communities.
http://on.ny.gov/1NCOnfa

Spotlight on Lexington:

Last summer, 200 people gathered in the Town of Lexington
(Greene County) in an effort to show support for bringing high-
speed Internet to their community — a town where, reportedly,
even land line telephone service is spotty and cell service is
virtually non-existent. Their request: half of a $3 million project
to lay 76 miles of fiber optic cable to 90 percent of the town’s
residents.

Dedicated to bringing access (Pictured L-R): Assemblyman
Pete Lopez; David Salway, NYS Broadband Office; Senator
George Amedore; Former Supervisor Dixie Baldrey;
Congressman Chris Gibson; Organizer Bonnie Blader;
Greene County Legislature Chair Kevin Lewis; and County
Legislator Larry Gardner at the rally.

The Project Team consists of: the Town of Lexington; Greene
County Economic Development, Tourism and Planning; the
Western Catskills Community Revitalization Council; the
Catskills Watershed Corporation; New York State Electric & Gas
Company (NYSEG), and Mid-Hudson Cable.

Assemblyman Lopez sees the lack of high-speed Internet in
rural areas as an example of market failure, where the cost of
providing the service is too expensive for the community to
afford, and compares New York’s broadband grant program to
the Federal Rural Electrification Act of 1936, which provided
loans to bring electricity to isolated rural areas. “l see a strong
parallel,” Pete said. “Laying fiber optic is expensive. Ultimately,
the providers work on a for-profit basis. When the free market
fails, | feel we have an obligation to help fill the gap to make
sure people receive this vital service.”



