
Dear Neighbor, 

Heroin and opioid abuse is 
rampant throughout New York 
State and our region is no 
exception. 

Our young people are falling 
prey to this epidemic and 
the death toll for overdose-related deaths is 
increasing at an extremely alarming rate. Parents 
are understandably concerned for the safety of 
their children and many are worried that their 
family will be the next to be affected.

This year, I supported legislation specifically 
designed to combat this plague. Enclosed you 
will find specifics on these measures and how 
they affect our communities and those battling 
addiction.

You will also find information on heroin-related 
legislation that we continue to work on as well as 
some facts and important contact information.

My colleagues and I take this issue very seriously 
and will continue to fight for the safety and well-
being of New York’s families.

  Sincerely,

    

  Assemblyman Peter D. Lopez

  102nd Assembly District

PeteLopez
E-mail:  lopezp@nyassembly.gov 

Catskill:  45 Five Mile Woods Road, Suite 3
 Catskill, NY 12414 
 (518) 943-1371

Schoharie:  113 Park Place, Suite 6     
 Schoharie, NY 12157
 (518) 295-7250

Albany:  402 Legislative Office Building    
 Albany, NY 12248     
 (518) 455-5363
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Protecting our Children and Families 
from Heroin and Opioid Abuse



  

 

 

This year, the New York State Legislature 
passed significant legislation to save 
lives in the battle against heroin and 
opioid abuse. I supported the passage of 
each of these measures:

✔ A.10725 requires insurance companies to cover a 
five-day emergency supply of prescribed medications 
for the treatment of substance abuse without prior 
authorization and extends the period of time an 
impaired individual can be involuntarily held to receive 
treatment from 48 to 72 hours.

✔ A.10726 allows a wider range of licensed professionals 
to administer the life-saving drug Naloxone in an 
emergency situation.

✔ A.10727 requires all health insurance policies to 
provide unlimited inpatient coverage for necessary 
treatment for substance abuse in OASAS-certified, in-
network residential settings and limits Schedule II, III, 
or IV opioid prescriptions to 7-day supply after initial 
consultation or treatment of a patient.
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For more information and help:
Contact the New York State Office of Alcoholism 

and Substance Abuse Services (OASAS)  
518-473-3460

www.oasas.ny.gov

*Rates are per 100,000 population. Source: SPARCS. Prepared by NYSDOH AIDS Institute, June 2015


