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November 17, 2015

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor of the State of New York

New York State Capitol Building, Second Floor
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo,

As you are fully aware, deadly attacks by the radical Islamic group, ISIS, resonated across European cities
over the weekend with the deadliest happening in Paris, France. Due to increased security at the national level
and surrounding high-profile public events, terrorists are beginning to more heavily target civilians and events
with less security. These horrific attacks are a stark reminder that terrorists will stop at nothing to see their
mission of Jihad spread across the Western world, even if it means targeting innocent civilians. It is because of
this that we must take all precautions necessary to ensure the safety of New York State residents.

It was reported yesterday that authorities are investigating a Syrian Passport found outside the French National
Stadium where suicide bombers executed their attacks over the weekend. This has led many to the conclusion
that the attackers were Syrian refugees who gained access to Paris through the Greek Islands. This is deeply
troubling as the Obama Administration has pledged to allow 10,000 Syrian refugees to enter the United States
during fiscal year 2015. Furthermore, a poll shows 13% of refugees support the Islamic State and another 10%
are neutral or have no negative feelings toward the Islamic State.

In light of these events, I am asking you to restrict our borders and increase security measures to properly
screen refugees coming from Syria. Furthermore, I believe it is the public’s right to know if any refugees are
living in New York State and exactly how many there are. I consider this a serious matter of New York State
security.

As a response to this weekend’s events, 25 governors have closed their borders to Syrian refugees as a state
security measure. Among the group is moderate Presidential Candidate, John Kasich, who chose to restrict
Ohio’s borders because safety and security concerns cannot be properly addressed.

I understand the importance of immigration and inclusivity, but our top priority should be to protect the well-
being and safety of New Yorkers. In the global war on terrorism, no precaution is considered unnecessary, and
our state’s livelihood must be preserved.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter, and I look forward to speaking with you about it further.

Sincerely,

AL T al

Steven F. McLaughlin
107" Assembly District
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