b ‘W THE ASSEMBLY MINORITY WHIP
 £8L A
A 2 STATE OF NEW YORK SoMMTTEEe

Banks
! Economic Development, Job Creation,
{l ALBANY Commerce and Industry
Y Firerreor Racing and Wagering
November 13, 2015 Rules

JAMES N.TEDISCO
Assemblyman 112" District

New York State Commission on Judicial Conduct
Corning Tower, Suite 2301

Empire State Plaza
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Dear Commission Members:

As a state Assemblyman who was the driving force behind passage of the landmark 1999
Buster’s felony animal cruelty law to protect people and pets, | am writing to urge the New York State
Commission on Judicial Conduct to remove and/or sanction Nassau County State Supreme Court Judge
Angelo Delligatti for recklessly freeing a convicted animal torturer and potentially putting public safety
and the well being of companion animals at risk.

In an animal cruelty case that has stunned and outraged people across the state, a kennel worker
in Nassau County with no medical training or experience, cut off the ears and leg without anesthetic of a
puppy named “Miss Harper.” The defendant plead guilty to three felonies and two misdemeanors and was
sentenced by Delligatti on November 6, 2015.

Buster’s Law (Chapter 118 of the Laws of New York, 1999, Section 353-a), which this abuser
plead guilty to, is the felony crime of aggravated cruelty to animals and is punishable by up to two years
in prison and a $5,000 fine. In January 2016, the FBI will be moving animal cruelty to a top tier Group A
offense in its crime reporting statistics due to it being a bridge crime as animal abusers can, and often do,
go on to harm people. There is a direct correlation between animal cruelty and domestic abuse.

While Judge Delligatti said he “abhorred” the defendant’s actions, he nonetheless allowed him to
leave the state and move to Georgia without any jail time, probation, or fine, sentencing him to a
conditional discharge -- essentially giving the animal abuser a get out of jail free card. In fact, Judge
Delligatti stated that since the defendant had plans to move to Georgia, giving him probation would not
have allowed him to move and would have upset his plans. This is outrageous and a dereliction of duty
by the judge to enforce the law and protect the public from a violent criminal who plead guilty to three
felonies.

If Judge Delligatti is left to choose which laws he will enforce then this could send a chilling
message to other judges in the state of New York that it’s acceptable to legislate from the bench and some
laws just don’t need to be followed.

I respectfully urge the NYS Commission on Judicial Conduct to investigate Judge Delligatti’s
disturbing decision and to remove or sanction him for this miscarriage of justice so that the people of New
York can have confidence that our judiciary will follow the laws the executive and legislative branches
have charged them to enforce.
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