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Dear Governor Paterson 
and Legislative Leaders:
The Ogdensburg Correctional 
Facility is vital to our community. For 
the past 28 years, the prison has 
strengthened our local economy and 
provided our residents with good-
paying jobs. Closing the facility would 
cause local small businesses to shut 
down and force families who call the 
North Country home to move out of 
the area in search of work.

There are other ways to close 
the budget gap. Cutting prison 
administration and consolidating 
services within the Watertown 
Prison Hub, such as sharing prison 
counselors and administrators, are 
just a couple of viable ideas. Closing 
the prison is simply unnecessary and 
illogical.

I implore you to keep the prison 
open, because closing it would 
cripple our economy and our 
community.

Sincerely,

 
signature

Name:

E-mail:

Address:

City: Zip:

Additional comments:

Addie J. Russell: 
Closing the prison 
in Ogdensburg is 
the wrong choice
Governor Paterson is proposing the closure 
of Ogdensburg Correctional Facility. 
Assemblywoman Addie J. Russell is fighting 
vigorously against this plan because it will 
further devastate our economy and deliver only 
meager savings for the state. Meanwhile, state 
Department of Correctional Services bureaucrats 
in Albany are making outrageous salaries.

Reasons why the governor 
should not close the prison:

1. Jobs: St. Lawrence County has one of 
the highest unemployment rates in the 
nation, totaling 8.7 percent in December 
2009. The prison is a critical source of local 
employment.

2. Economy: The prison contributes 
$22 million to our local economy. It also 
helps support our housing market, small 
businesses and restaurants. In addition, the 
closures at GM, P&C and the idling of the 
Alcoa plant have put undue strain on our 
already struggling economy. 

3. Need: The prison has 490 staffed beds 
and 470 inmates. The state double bunks 
over 4,000 inmates. The prison can provide 
crucial space for dangerous criminals.

Addie is holding a 
Town Hall Meeting 
Come voice your concerns on:

Saturday, Feb. 27 • 2 p.m.
OFA Auditorium • 1100 State Street, Ogdensburg


