
Relief for Seniors
THIS BUDGET:
n Expands eligibility for the Elderly Pharmaceutical Insurance  
 Coverage (EPIC) drug program;
n Maintains funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance  
 Program (SNAP), helping seniors to receive the meals they   
 need; and
n Provides more funding for the Community Services for the   
 Elderly program.
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Improving Education
Our children deserve a bright future and it starts with a quality education.

In this year’s state budget, I voted to provide an additional $602.1 million to offset the education 
cuts of 2010 and 2011, otherwise known as the Gap Elimination Adjustment (GEA). While it is not 
enough to completely end the cuts, we are on the right track and next year will provide another 
opportunity to end the GEA, something I have continually advocated for. 
This budget also increases library aid to $86.6 million, $1 million more 
than last year.

After hosting over a dozen public forums and hearing from thousands of 
concerned parents and education professionals from across the state, 
the Assembly Minority Conference and I proposed the APPLE Plan to 
reform Common Core and education policy in New York State. As an 
advocate for education, I will continue to push for necessary reforms to 
Common Core and other comprehensive changes to help our educators 
and children.

Cliff Voted AgAinst UnqUAlified 
BoArd of regents CAndidAtes.

For more information on the APPLE Plan, please visit: http://www.bit.ly/educationalcrossroads  

Higher Education
n Increase in Community College Base Aid by $75 per student,  
 for a total of $2,497 per student;

n Increase in the maximum Tuition Assistance Program (TAP)   
 award by $165 per student, for a total of $5,165 per student;  
 and

n Secured $10 million in new funding for the creation of a   
 pharmaceutical school at Binghamton University.

Building 
Our Economy
Supporting our job creators, creating opportunities for 
businesses to grow and cutting taxes is how we help 
build a stronger economy. This budget:
n Makes the Southern Tier more competitive by reducing taxes and   
 granting property-tax credits to manufacturers;

n Provides funding for key agricultural programs, including the Wine   
 and Grape Foundation, FarmNet, Future Farmers of America, maple   
 producers and apple growers, TasteNY, and the young farmers program;

n Enhances local tourism marketing;

n Re-opened I-88 Worcester Rest Area; and

n Allocates a cost of living adjustment (COLA) for caregivers of    
 developmentally disabled individuals (first time in 4 years). 

Supporting taxpayers, businesses and local governments means 
we cannot add burdensome regulations that increase taxes and 
kill businesses. I will continue to work for comprehensive mandate 
relief measures that will cut local tax bills for residents and help our 
school districts and local governments. This has been promised 
for many years, but the legislature and the governor have yet to 
deliver.

Supporting 
Our Community
This budget:
n Accelerates the phase-out of the 18-A Energy Tax for homeowners and  
 businesses;

n Provides for additional highway funding to fix potholes;

n Supported options for lower-cost health insurance;

n Increased funding for the 2-1-1 United Way call program that helps   
 residents find information on important health and human services   
 programs; and

n Included welfare reform initiatives.

As an advocate 
for education, 
I will continue 
to push for 
necessary 
reforms to 
Common Core... 

SCHOOL AID FOR UPSTATE SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
IN THE 122ND ASSEMBLY DISTRICT

2012-13 School Aid = $304,222,278
2014-15 School Aid = $319,662,330

Difference: Increase of $15,440,052, or five percent.
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