UPDATE on The Assembly Minority Task
Force on Protecting the Rights of People with

Developmental Disabilities

| had the pleasure of being appointed to Chair this task force by Assembly
Minority Leader Brian M. Kolb. This task force was created to travel the
state and seek testimony from mental health experts, families, non-profit
organizations, community leaders and others in an effort to protect the
rights of individuals with developmental disabilities in New York State. Our
work continues and we are still in the process of conducting these forums
from Buffalo to Plattsburgh, Binghamton and Long Island.

Once our tour has concluded my Assembly Minority Conference
colleagues and | will analyze the information and testimony given and draft
legislation that continues our mission to protect the rights of people with
developmental disabilities.
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Education

WE DID IT! We FULLY RESTORED the Education Cuts of 2010,
also known as the GEA (Gap Elimination Adjustment)!

This year’s state budget also includes another record year of school aid and foundation aid funding
for our Southern Tier school districts.

SCHOOL AID FOR UPSTATE SCHOOLS

IN THE 122" ASSEMBLY DISTRICT
2015-16 TOTAL SCHOOL AID: $420.9 MILLION
2016-17 TOTAL SCHOOL AID: $441.8 MILLION

STATE LIBRARY AID

2015-16 LIBRARY AID: $91.6 MILLION
2016-17 LIBRARY AID: $95.6 MILLION

2016-17 LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION GRANTS:

$19 miillion in Library Construction Grants are available to public libraries for the
acquisition, rehabilitation, renovation or construction of buildings.

Supporting Our Families

One of my main concerns has been protecting the bottom lines of hardworking families and making
sure their take-home pay is sufficient. This year’s budget included another tax cut for our middle
class families that piggybacks off the record middle class tax cuts passed in December 2011. When

" fully phased in, these tax cuts will put more money in families’ pockets in
UEEZERITTTTE order to put food on the

in funding was table and buy clothing for
added to combat children.
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! closely with my conference
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heroin epidemic in our
state. In January, my conference colleagues and

| released a statewide report on heroin abuse that ;V

came as a result of seven forums we hosted across ‘4&%

the state. The report offers a comprehensive

approach, called the HELP (Heroin ELimination & —— e
Prevention) Plan, to address many of the issues mber of Assembly
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rehabilitation and recovery. Since then, we have
translated our findings into legislation that we have g
presented to the Legislature for consideration.
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Fighting for Our Seniors

This is the second budget in a row in which the Legislature successfully prevented the governor
from making drastic cuts to important senior programs. Protecting our seniors, making sure they
can afford to stay in their homes, providing them with essential services, and protecting their fixed
incomes has been an important mission for me. This year, | am pleased to say that we:

] Rejected the governor’s plan to cap Medicare B reimbursements;

B Prevented the governor from eliminating the Income Related Monthly Adjustment Amount
(IRMAA); and

B Continued to support a cost of living adjustment (COLA) for caregivers of developmentally
disabled individuals.



Assistance for Our Local Farmers

As a former dairy farmer, | understand the hardships our local farmers face and
| understand that our family farms are the backbone and soul of our upstate
economy. In this year’s budget, we:

Nearly doubled the amount Soil and Water Conservation Districts will get;
Dedicated $30.9 million in support for our local agricultural programs;

Expanded Net Metering laws to increase credits farmers receive for utilizing renewable
energy (manure, solar, wind, etc.) and putting energy they produce back into the grid;

Strengthened Research & Development for dairy farmers and other crop producers;
Increased funding for farm worker childcare;

Dramatically increased the Farmland Protection Program totaling $20 million;
Doubled funding for protection against invasive species to $12 million;

Created a historic $16.5 million program to help farms weather storms, called the Resiliency
and Adaptive Infrastructure program;

Maintained funding for New York State Apple Growers; and

Increased funding for Maple Producers.

My plan to Combat Albany’s
Culture of Corruption

Enacting true pension forfeiture for all politicians convicted of felonies;

B Passing the Public Officers Accountability Act (A.4617), dubbed the strongest

anti-corruption legislation in the nation, that would:

® Institute eight-year term limits for legislative leaders and committee chairs, including
Speaker of the Assembly;

® Require the return of campaign funds to donors or charity upon felony convictions;
® Create a new crime for failure to report corruption;

® Limit the use of campaign funds to campaign activities and prohibit use of those funds
for criminal defense fees;

® Replace the Joint Commission on Public Ethics with a truly independent investigative
panel; and

Say ‘NO’ to any campaign welfare plan that will use taxpayer dollars to benefit
politicians getting elected — that money should go to educate our children, programs and
services for seniors, mandate relief, and/or property tax relief.
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New York State Assembly
Committees

> Agriculture

> Economic Development, Job Creation, Commerce and Industry
> Labor

> Rules

> Ways and Means

Dear Neighbor,
ASSEMBLYMAN
Cuirrorp W. | remain dedicated to working toward a bright future for you in the Southern
CROU CH Tier and for all New Yorkers.
1 Kattelville Road, Suite 1 With the conclusion of the budget, we can claim some victories for the
Binghamton, NY 13901 Southern Tier. These advancements include: the full restoration and end
(607) 648-6080 of the education cuts of 2010 known as the Gap Elimination Adjustment
crouchc@nyassembly.gov (GEA); a significant increase in school aid for school districts in the 122
Assembly District; supporting our families; protecting our seniors from
Albany Office: devastating cuts; and significant increases in agriculture assistance
450 LOB programs for local family farmers.

Albany, NY 12248

(518) 455-5741 Make no mistake: our state still faces many challenges. In order to address

real property tax relief for overburdened homeowners, comprehensive state
mandate relief measures must be passed. Without mandate relief, Upstate
New York will continue to struggle under the state’s ever-increasing tax
pressures.

Despite new leadership changes due to corruption in our State Capitol, not
much has changed in the way business is done. One thing that legislative
leaders and the governor have refused to acknowledge is ethics reform;
this is unacceptable. You can read about some of my ethics proposals in
greater detail in this bulletin.

As always, if you have any questions regarding the material in this
newsletter, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

Sincerely,




