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Honorable Andrcw M. Cuomo
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I)ear Governor Cuomo:

We, the undersigned membcrs of the New York State Legislature, write to thank you for signing a
continuation of Executive Ordcr No. ̂ 11 as one of your fir.st official acts. That order requires your
Departrnent of Environlnental Conservation (DEC) to: "analyze comprehensively the
environmcntal impacts associated with high-volurne hydraulic fi'ncturing combined with
horizontal drill ing..." DEC is then required to revisc its Marcellus Shale DRAFT Supplemental
Generic Environmental Impact Statemcnt (DRAFT SGEIS) to addrcss u'idespread criticism of thc
original document.

V/ith regard to implcmenting Executivc Orcler No. 41, we respectfully submit two requests for
your considerution.

First, extensive Dcw scientific and technical information has becomc available sincc the SGEIS
proceeding began nearly threc vears ago. This includes data glcancd fTom more than 30,000
pages of documents recently brought to light by The New Y_ork Tirnes in a thrce-pa.rt serics. We
request that you require a prrblic comment pcr:iod of no liss than 30 days to efford intere.sted
parties nn opporlunity to idenl.ily sources of ncw natural gas drilling informntion that DEC should
review in order to revise its DRAFT SGEIS-

Second, DEC originally excludcd a wide range of critical issues frcim the scopc of lle SGEIS.
Those issues include, but arc nc't limited to: preventing natural gas drillirrg wnstcwater hazards;
idcntifuing, assessing, avoiding and rnitigating public health thrcats: conducting a cumulative
irnpacts a*s.scssment; safeguardirtg drinking water supply sources and granting New York State
Departmcnt of Health co-lcad agency statu$ in the SGEIS proceeding.

Wc request that you require 1lrc scope of thc SGEIS to be expanclecl to include those issucs ancl all
olher issues rcquired to frrlfi l l Exccutive Ordcr No. 41. The public should be allowed to comment
0n that matter.

Itr conclusion, you hs.vc repeaterJly said you believe horizontal hydrofracturing of Mar:cellus
Shale must only be allowcd to procecd in New York Sute based on "good sciencc." Oul: requc.cts
arc cntirely consisl.cnt with thBl policy,
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