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Dear Constituent:

Thank you for contacting me about the petition to ban hydraulic fracturing (HVHF) in the
Finger Lakes Watershed. 1agree wholcheartedly that we should protect the beautiful Finger
Fakes. In fact. I believe, until the gas industry can prove that HVHIE can be done safely. which it
has not done up to this point. all of New York must be sparcd from the industrialization and
cnvironmental degradation and serious health problems that have occurred in every state where
this activity has occurred.

That's why Tam a co-sponsor of A7400 (Sweeney). which would suspend statewide the
issuance of new permits for hydraulic fracturing for the extraction of natural gas or oil until June
1. 20120 It passed the Assembly and was delivered to the Senate on June 6, 2011, Given the
many problems that have surfaced as a result of gas drilling and hyvdrolracking. including
contaminated water. air pollution, seriously-ill people. deterioration of roads and brideces from
the truek trallic and considerable fiscal burdens to Tocal communities. we need more time to tuly
cvaluate whether allowing this activity to o forward is in the best interests ol New Yorkers.

In addition to the moratorium bill. the Assembly also passed two other very important
picces of gas drilling fegislation last session: My ~local control™ bill, A3245 would codily
existing Court of Appeals case law. making it clear that any local government can enact or
enltoree local zoning ordinances or laws which determine permissible uses in zoning districts.
mcluding banning HVHI outright. A7013 (Sweeney) would require hazardous wastes produced
from otl and natural gas activities to be subject to the requirements for treatment of hazardous
wastes. Currently, DEC regulations exempt that waste from being regulated as hazardous.

['am also the prime sponsor of A3125 (S2558). which would require that DECs rules
and regulations apply equally to all fresh water supplies in the state. 1t would ensure equal
protection for all our precious water with respect to dritling for oil and natural gas, thus
providing the Finger Lakes Watershed the same protections that are being proposed for NYC and
Syracuse drinking water. which would be. under the rdSGEIS. a 2-vear ban.

Fawill Keep an open mind on the question ol mitroducing a separate bill exempting the
Finger Lakes from gas drilling. but for the moment. I believe my encrgics are best spent in the
many other avenues [ am pursuing. including petting a local control bill through the legislature. |
am focusing on protecting the water and public health of all of New York. Given the lack of
Scnate action on any gas drilling bills this past session. it scems likely that a Finger Lakes
“carve-out” would likewise Tanguish in that house. If the Senate were to move toward passage off
such a carve-out. I would gladly introduce 1t and work to sce it pass the Assembly.

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 555, Legislative Office Building, Albany, New York 12248 « 518-455-5444
DISTRICT OFFICE: 106 East Court Street. ithaca, New York 14850 « 607-277-8030



I 'will continue pursuing every viable avenue to ensure that we will be able to protect
our water resources statewide, including here in the Finger Lakes—ground water, lakes. rivers.
streams and wetlands. private and municipal wells— before more gas drilling occurs in New
York State. I filed an amicus brief’in the Dryden Lawsuit (you can view this on my Assembly
website hitp://assembly.state.ny.us/mem/Barbara-1ifton). I testified at the DEC public hearing in
Binghamton on November 17" and will be submitting comments to the DEC on the revised dralt
SGELS (rdSGEIS). The rdSGEIS is still woctully inadequate. It fails to address issues that were
brought forth in 2009, when comments were submitted on the original draft -- including air
pollution. public health, cumulative impacts and wastewater disposal. The newly-added socio-
cconomic impact study is slanted to the benelits only. using outdated figures and wildlv-
optimistic projections of benefits. The impact gas leases have on property values and the ability
to obtain a mortgage or refinance. which wasn™t widely known in 2009, is also ignored.

As Tve said smee 2009, the draft SGLEIS should be withdrawn and the DEC should
start over with a real comprehensive analysis of the risks and impacts of industrial-scale drilling.

I anyone would like to discuss this matter further. I can be reached at 607/277-8030
and liftonbacassembly.state.ny.us.

Sineerely.
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