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We in the New York State Legislature passed an on-time budget for the third 
consecutive year. While the enacted 2013-14 New York State Budget contains many 
fiscally-responsible initiatives that aim to grow the economy and create jobs, includ-
ed in the final budget were some initiatives that I could not support, prompting me to 
vote against a number of provisions. 

Back in late 2011, the state took an unfortunate detour by enacting a “tax reform” 
package that generated $1.9 billion annually in added revenues through an income 
tax surcharge. This year, along with making a number of other 11th hour changes, the 
Governor added a further extension of this surcharge to the final budget legislation. As 
I have done in the past, I once again voted against this and other tax increases. 

The $141.3 billion spending plan does, however, close a roughly $1.3 billion 
budget gap and includes many cost-saving and job-promoting initiatives. The final 
plan invests in critical job creating programs, including tax breaks for businesses 
and manufacturers, a $50 million Innovation Venture Capital Fund that will pro-
vide additional seed funding for high-tech business formation and growth, $55 
million in capital funding for a third round of NYSUNY2020 Challenge Grants, 
and tax credits to boost employment among veterans. 

The Assembly and Senate were also successful in securing $500,000 in opera-
tional funding for the University at Buffalo’s new Center of Excellence in Materials 
Informatics, which was not included in the Governor’s budget proposal. 

The state also took steps to reduce the financial burden for both community col-
lege students and counties by increasing the total community college base aid by $30.8 
million to a total of $648.1 million. The plan includes an additional $150 per full-time 
equivalent (FTE) student to raise the total community college base aid to $2,422 per 
FTE. Funding for community colleges is based on the number of enrolled students. 

Area school districts will benefit next year from increases in school aid of 
more than $1 billion, and every school district, wholly or partially, in the 140th 
Assembly District will see increased state aid next year. The Kenmore-Town of 
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Dear Friend, 

Every 10 years, legislative districts 
at the federal, state, and local levels are 
redrawn based on the federal census. On 
January 1, 2013, I began representing 
the reconfigured 140th Assembly District, 
which continues to consist of the City and 
Town of Tonawanda and the Village of 
Kenmore, and which now includes all of 
Riverside and portions of Black Rock and 
North Buffalo. While I no longer repre-
sent some of the northwest area of North 
Tonawanda, I continue to represent the 
rest of NT and welcome a part of North 
Tonawanda including the area known as 
Martinsville to our district. 

I am very pleased to be representing 
these new areas of Buffalo and North 
Tonawanda, and at the same time continu-
ing to serve my home area where I have 
lived my entire life with the exception of 
three academic years away while attend-
ing New York University Law School. 

Since the redistricting took effect, I 
have had the privilege of visiting several 
area businesses in the new parts of my dis-
trict, and I have thoroughly enjoyed get-
ting to know many of my new constituents. 

In Albany, the 2013-14 state budget 
process has now been completed and while 
there were many good aspects of the final 
budget which include initiatives to im-
prove job growth and the economy, I was 
displeased with other parts. I think we 
can all agree that we cannot spend, bor-
row, and tax our way through these difficult 
economic times. In recent years, we have 
made progress and we have even been able 
to restore some cuts to programs, but much 
work still lies ahead. 

As the 2013 Legislative Session contin-
ues, we will see new laws and new initia-
tives created to further boost the economy 
and stimulate job growth, improve the safe-
ty of New Yorkers, and much, much more. 

As always, I hope you find this infor-
mation helpful to you, and I look forward 
to your input. 

Sincerely,

INVEST IN EDUCATION – Assemblyman Schimminger addressed more 
than 10,000 people who attended the Invest in Education rally held in March at the 
First Niagara Center. The Education Investment Tax Credit proposal, currently under 
review in the New York State Legislature, would generate significant new private 
sector donations to scholarship organizations such as the BISON Fund, which provides 
scholarships for more than 1,800 students. The proposed tax credit would provide a 
dollar-for-dollar credit for up to 75 percent of a donor’s state tax liability for making 
donations to education scholarship organizations, public education entities, and local 
education funds that provide scholarships for students.

Continued on page 4



FLYING BISON BREWING COMPANY– Located in River-
side, at 491 Ontario Street, Assemblyman Schimminger met with em-
ployees Ryan Coleman, Paul Koehler and owner Tim Herzog of Flying 
Bison Brewing Company.

LS&S PRODUCTS– The Assemblyman visited with John 
Bace, executive vice president, Melissa Balbach, president, and 
Teo Balbach of LS&S Products on River Rock Drive in the Black 
Rock – Riverside area of Buffalo. LS&S serves the needs of the 
visually impaired and hard of hearing by offering products that 
help to provide independence, safety and confidence.

Over the past few years, the New York State budget did not con-
tain legislative Local Initiative funding, making it more difficult for 
area projects and programs to be moved forward by local governments 
and non-profits. 

Such legislative funding had been eliminated from recent state 
budgets due to the difficult economic situation that New York and the 
nation have been facing. However, the economy slowly begins to re-
bound, and this past December I was able to secure funding for a num-
ber of local organizations and municipalities in our Assembly district 
that had previously asked for state assistance. 

The Town of Tonawanda and Village of Kenmore received fund-
ing for their emergency service departments, including $19,250 for 
the Town Police Department to purchase new vehicle equipment, 
and $15,500 for the Kenmore Fire Department to acquire new safety 
equipment. The Town of Tonawanda Youth, Parks and Recreation De-
partment was also granted $30,000 for the restoration of the Mang 
Park tennis courts in Kenmore, which the town maintains. 

The former Spaulding Fibre Site in the City of Tonawanda is 
ready for redevelopment, and $5,000 has been allocated to help mar-
ket the space available. In addition, the Chamber of Commerce of the 

Tonawandas and the Ken-Ton Chamber of Commerce will each re-
ceive $15,000 for upgrades in office technology and equipment.

Area veterans groups will also benefit from the secured funds. 
The Sikora Post in North Tonawanda and the Frontiersmen Post in 
Tonawanda were each awarded $17,500 for building improvements, and 
the Conrad Kania Detachment will receive $5,000 to repair the Marine 
Corps Monument in Raymond Klimek Veterans Park. 

The Boys and Girls Clubs of the Northtowns, which serves youth 
from all of the Tonawandas, as well as Black Rock and Riverside, re-
ceived $28,250 for the SMART Moves and Project Learn programs, 
which help at-risk teenagers make smart choices and participate in 
high-yield learning activities. 

The Carousel Society in North Tonawanda will receive $15,000 
for educational and family programming. The Nor-Ton Red Jackets 
Club has been awarded $2,000 for youth programs at Donald F. Miller 
Park, and $6,000 has been allocated for security system upgrades at the 
YWCA of the Tonawandas. 

I’m pleased to have been able to once again bring home state 
funding for local projects. 

AROUND THE COMMUNITY

Funding Secured for Local Projects

Last May, I was appointed to the Western New York Regional 
Economic Development Council (WNY REDC) as its legislative li-
aison for the New York State Assembly. 

One of 10 regional councils established at the direction of the 
Governor to develop economic development strategies for their re-
gions and to prioritize local projects for possible state funding, the 
WNY REDC’s application placed in the top four strategic plans in 
2011. During the first round of funding offered, the WNY REDC 
received more than $100.3 million for area projects. This past year, 
the council received an additional $52.8 million for projects during 
the second round of funding and has unveiled the Buffalo Billion 
Investment Development Plan. This plan serves as a road map for 
implementation of the Governor’s pledge of $1 billion in economic 
development aid for Western New York and details the market analy-
sis, stakeholder interviews and best practices that led to the Council’s 
proposed six signature investment initiatives: 

 ■ Buffalo Center for Manufacturing Innovation: a state-of-the-art 
facility to support the growth of the region’s manufacturing sector. 

 ■ The Buffalo Science Productivity and Research Catalyzer 
(SPaRC): to help bring breakthrough healthcare innovations to 
market. 

 ■ Buffalo Niagara Tourism Program: a regional tourism program to 
leverage the world-class tourism assets in Niagara Falls and the City 
of Buffalo through a more coordinated and sophisticated marketing 
strategy, as well as investments in other regional tourism assets. 

 ■ The Buffalo Skills Partnership: a partnership designed to align 
workforce, education, and training systems with the skill sets em-
ployers need to expand and workers need for job success. 

 ■ Buffalo Breakthrough Business Challenge: a world-class busi-
ness plan competition to catalyze the region’s entrepreneurial 
ecosystem. Winners will receive initial funding, incubator space, 
mentorship, and introductions to leading venture capital firms. 

 ■ Better Buffalo Fund: to make targeted investments through a 
dedicated fund to support high impact economic and community 
development projects. A competition will determine the best in-
vestments based on overall strategic fit, impact, proven capacity 
for execution and commitment of additional funds. 

Hopefully these initiatives, when implemented, will have long-
term benefits for this area, spur significantly greater private invest-
ment and create many new, sustainable jobs to help our region realize 
economic growth.

Serving on the Regional Economic Development Council 



CONFER PLASTICS – Assemblyman Schimminger attended the 
Confer Plastics, Inc. 40th anniversary celebration in April and took a tour 
of the plant, located at 97 Witmer Road in North Tonawanda. Employee 
Pete Miller led the tour which showcased many of the plastic manufac-
tured products made on site at the plant.

MASH URGENT CARE – Assemblyman Schimminger 
and Kenmore Mayor Patrick Mang presented a proclamation 
during the grand opening of MASH Urgent Care located at the 
corner of Sheridan Drive and Delaware Road.

ROAD RECONSTRUCTION – Town of Tonawanda Highway 
Superintendent Bill Swanson points out cracks in the crumbling pave-
ment and sunken curbs at the intersection of Lincoln Park and Dalton 
Drives to Assemblyman Robin Schimminger and Town of Tonawa-
nda Supervisor Anthony Caruana. The Assemblyman has secured 
$400,000 in Assembly Multi-Modal Program funds to enable the 
Town of Tonawanda Highway Department to proceed with plans to 
reconstruct Lincoln Park Drive later this year.

AROUND THE COMMUNITY

Local governments across the nation are facing increased 
pressures in providing and paying for local services, particu-
larly when it comes to developing, maintaining, and financing 
physical infrastructure systems.

Last year, I met with the Town of Tonawanda’s new Su-
perintendent of Highways, William Swanson, who briefed 
me on the town’s aging highway infrastructure, including 
several streets in need of complete reconstruction. While 
Superintendent Swanson appreciated that the state’s Con-
solidated Highway Improvement Program (CHIPS) pro-
vides annual state funding to towns, villages, cities, and 
counties to assist them with repairing and maintaining local 
streets and bridges, he observed that CHIPS funding had 
not kept pace with escalating costs of fuel and materials and 
an aging infrastructure and that CHIPS aid was not nearly 
enough to enable localities to undertake a highway or bridge 
reconstruction project of any magnitude given ongoing 
maintenance requirements. The Highway Superintendent 
also noted the public safety concerns associated with road-
ways in poor condition. 

One of the examples Mr. Swanson cited was the worsen-
ing condition of Lincoln Park Drive between Niagara Falls 
Boulevard and Parker Boulevard. The 1/2-mile-long resi-
dential street had deteriorated over the years to the point that 
its pavement is crumbling and a complete reconstruction is 
needed, including a new base, pavement, curbing, and drive-
way aprons. The Town Highway Department estimated the 
cost of rebuilding the roadway with in-house equipment and 
labor at $426,000, which exceeded the town’s annual amount 
of CHIPS funding from Albany. 

In February, I was able to inform Superintendent Swan-
son and the Town Board that I had secured $400,000 in As-
sembly Multi-Modal Program funds to enable the Town of 
Tonawanda to proceed with plans to reconstruct Lincoln Park 
Drive. The Town Highway Department is now awaiting final 
sign-off on the grant by the NYS Department of Transporta-
tion, and hopes to be able to undertake the project this year.

In addition, the town and every other municipality in 
our Assembly district will see a sizeable increase in CHIPS 
funding, which the Assembly and Senate were able to include 
in the final 2013-14 state budget passed in March. Based 
on a formula that takes into account a locality’s population, 

Town of Tonawanda to Receive  
$400,000 to Reconstruct Local Street

highway lane miles, and other factors, the Town of Tonawanda is slated 
to receive $387,000 in CHIPS funding this fiscal year, an increase of 
nearly 29 percent over last year’s level, while the City of Buffalo, City 
of Tonawanda, City of North Tonawanda and Village of Kenmore will 
be getting $4.1 million, $359,000, $734,000 and $159,000, respectively. 
Also receiving CHIPS funds are the County of Erie ($8.8 million) and 
County of Niagara ($2.2 million) for county highways and bridges. 

I’m certainly glad that we were able to increase CHIPS funding to 
local governments this year. And just as when I was able to secure $1 
million in special legislative funding to enable the City of Tonawanda 
to repave the entire length of Niagara Street several years ago and $1.2 
million for the City of North Tonawanda more recently to construct an 
access road for the city’s new Buffalo Bolt Business Park, I was pleased 
to be able to bring home this $400,000 Assembly grant for the Town of 
Tonawanda. Local property taxpayers would otherwise have borne the 
burden of paying for these important municipal infrastructure projects.



Last year, we in the legislature approved the University at 
Buffalo’s proposal to create a second Center of Excellence, fo-
cused on the emerging field of materials informatics. To me, the 
proposal was a no-brainer, because it sets the university, New York 
and the United States on a unique path to play a significant role in 
addressing a global crisis in the availability of rare earth elements 
and in developing advanced materials and technologies. 

In addition to the designation of UB’s Center of Excellence 
in Materials Informatics (CMI) last year, an additional $200,000 
in seed funding was included in last year’s 2012-13 state budget. 
To continue the forward momentum of the center, this year we 
added $500,000 in funding to the final 2013-14 state budget, 
which will go for the center’s operating budget and will be used 
to hire and retain staff that will be critical in CMI’s business 
development and commercialization efforts.  

Expanding UB’s core strengths in materials science and in-
formatics is a critical part of the state’s strategy to help new and 
existing businesses become more competitive through techno-
logical innovation. Research scientists at UB have the potential to 
accelerate the discovery and commercialization of new advanced 
synthetic versions of rare earth elements used in everyday con-
sumer products, such as televisions, rechargeable batteries, cell 
phones, computers, and automobiles. In addition, scientists at the 
center are already working on exciting innovations such as smart 

windows for energy efficiency, new techniques for rust-proofing 
steel, and creating longer-lasting, and safer hip implants. 

UB’s other Center of Excellence in Bioinformatics (CoE) 
received an $880,000 allocation in the final state budget. The 
facility is one of the original six such university-based Centers 
of Excellence. Since its inception in 2001, the Center’s 400,000 
square feet of state-of-the-art research facilities in three intercon-
nected buildings, known as the Buffalo Life Sciences Complex 
on the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus, is a thriving area of 
clinical, research, and academic operations. The COE employs 
more than 100 scientists with biological, physical, and compu-
tational expertise engaged in interdisciplinary translational re-
search with Center collaborators. 

Speaking of the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus, on April 
10, the University unveiled its design for a new medical school to 
open in 2016. The expansive $375 million seven-story medical 
school is the first project in the state to win funding through the 
NYSUNY2020 legislation signed into law last year. The new medi-
cal school will help the university achieve objectives critical to the 
UB 2020 strategic plan: creation of a world-class medical school; 
recruitment of outstanding scientists, physician-scientists and clini-
cians to the university; and transformation of the region into a major 
destination for innovative medical care and research. 

Assemblyman
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CELEBRATING EARTH WEEK – 
Erie 1 BOCES thanked Assembly and Senate 
members on April 26 for supporting a Local 
Government Efficiency state grant which allows 
Erie 1 BOCES to install end point management 
systems that remotely power off computers when 
they are not in use. Assemblyman Schimminger 
congratulated Franklin Middle School students 
Alexis Kluge and Fred Grochowiak on their 
Earth Week presentation given during the cel-
ebration held at Kenmore West High School.

University at Buffalo Receives  
State Funding for Centers of Excellence

Tonawanda School District will receive $40.6 million; the City 
of Tonawanda School District, $13 million; the North Tonawa-
nda School District, $27.4 million; and the Sweet Home School 
District, $15.4 million. The City of Buffalo School District will 
receive $531.4 million in state aid for the 2013-14 school year. 

The amounts vary from district to district, depending on enroll-
ment, formulas and reimbursement funds.

The Assembly and Senate were also successful in increas-
ing aid to public libraries by $4 million, making the total alloca-
tion $86.9 million.
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