
PROGRESS IN ALBANY  
AND AT HOME

District Office: 3514 Delaware Ave., Kenmore, NY 14217 • 716-873-2540 • schimmr@assembly.state.ny.us

The New York State Legislature this year enacted a number 
of new laws that serve to better protect the residents of New York 
State, and adopted several initiatives to invest in job creation op-
portunities and the economy.

In the 2013-14 state budget, which was adopted on time for 
the third year in a row, approximately $760 million in economic 
development resources were allocated for a third round of Governor 
Cuomo’s competitive Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) 
process, which the Governor created to streamline and expedite the 
grant application process for state funds. Also, legislation estab-
lishing the START-UP NY program was enacted to build upon the 
world-class research being conducted at our state’s universities and 
colleges through new tax-free zones aimed at spurring job creation 
and expansion in high-tech fields.

I was also proud to sponsor or co-sponsor legislation this year 
that will help to protect our most vulnerable populations and honor 
one of our local fallen heroes, as well as a measure that will boost 
one of our area’s tourist attractions and have encouraging economic 
development impacts on our region. 

“Jay J’s Law,” named for a Western New York child, Jay J. 
Bovin, who was severely beaten and seriously injured as a toddler 
by his father, will strengthen penalties for repeat child abusers. 
Another new law allows victims of domestic violence to obtain 
new telephone numbers free of charge. And legislation that restores 
funding for local non-profit programs serving the developmentally 
disabled that had been initially cut in the state budget was passed 
by both houses and signed by the Governor.

We also enacted a law I sponsored to honor the memory of a 
state trooper who was killed in 2011 by a passing vehicle during 

a routine traffic stop on the Youngmann Highway, by naming the 
I-290 overpass at the Colvin Boulevard interchange in Tonawanda 
the “New York State Trooper Kevin P. Dobson, Sr. Memorial Bridge.”

In addition, my legislation to expand the Niagara Wine Trail 
has been enacted into law. The measure expands and re-designates 
the existing two branches of the wine trail from Niagara County 
eastward into Orleans and Monroe counties, adding additional 
wineries along the way. 

While many positive initiatives were advanced, there were a few 
measures that I could not support. For instance, legislation I opposed 
that would abolish the Peace Bridge Authority unfortunately was 
passed by both houses. This ill-conceived proposal threatens progress 
on some $150 million in construction projects on the bridge and U.S. 
plaza, as well as a pilot program to test the feasibility of inspecting 
truck cargo headed for the U.S. on the Canadian side of the border 
rather than on the much smaller U.S. plaza in Buffalo (see article on 
page 3). I also voted against extending several taxes that had been 
scheduled to sunset, but were instead continued into future years.

Additionally, back in January I received word that Kenmore 
Mercy and DeGraff Memorial hospitals will each benefit from 
$50,000 in Assembly discretionary funding that I had sought for 
improvements at these key health care facilities in our community. 
Kenmore Mercy has confirmed that it will utilize the funding for the 
purchase of bariatric equipment to better accommodate extremely 
obese patients. DeGraff will put these funds toward emergency 
room renovations and staff development. Like other non-profits 
across the state that have received legislative funding, both hospitals 
await action by the Governor’s Budget Division before the grant 
money can flow. 

COMPLETING MILESTONES. Ribbons were cut twice this year as 
Buffalo State College—now officially known as SUNY Buffalo State—has 
completed two more milestones of a planned $350 million face-lift for the 
campus. Earlier this year, $5.6 million in renovations were completed at the 
Campbell Student Union, which included transformations to the facility’s 
student events areas. In September, the college also completed construction 
of a $38 million, 87,000-square-foot Technology Building, located on the 
former site of the Buffalo Psychiatric Center’s laundry and bakery buildings. 
Spending quality time at the “new” Buff State were Vice President for Student 
Affairs Hal Payne, SUNY Trustee Eunice Lewin, Mayor Byron Brown, Buff 
State’s mascot “Bengal,” Assistant to the Director of Student Affairs Sister 
Charlene Fontana, Assemblyman Schimminger, and Alumni Association 
Assistant Director Nicholas Mahoney.
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Homeowners, do not ignore the letter that you 
received from the N.Y.S. Department of Taxation 
and Finance. It could be a costly mistake. The 
agency mailed out notices advising homeowners 
who have the Basic STAR school tax exemption 
that pursuant to a provision in the Governor’s 
Executive Budget they must register in order to 
continue receiving the state’s Basic STAR exemp-
tion in 2014 and beyond. 

You can register by phone (518-457-2036) or on-
line (www.tax.ny.gov), but you must do so before 
the December 31st deadline. Failure to register 
will result in the loss of the Basic STAR tax 
exemption next year. Senior citizens receiving 
the state’s Enhanced STAR exemption are not 
affected by the new registration requirement. If 
you have any questions, please feel free to call 
my office at 873-2540.

Important 
Reminder…



As in the past, I wanted to take this opportu-
nity to report to you on a sampling of the is-
sues we have addressed in Albany during this 
legislative session about which constituents 
have expressed an interest. At the time that 
this report went to print, out of the 650 bills 
that were passed by both houses, Governor 
Andrew Cuomo had signed 517 into law and 
had vetoed 49.

Please note that I sponsored or supported each 
of the measures listed unless otherwise noted. 
The status of each at this printing is indicated 
(LAW = passed both houses and signed by 
the Governor into law, VETO = passed both 
houses but vetoed by the Governor, PBH = 
passed both houses but awaiting action by the 
Governor, PA = passed the Assembly only).

CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND 
PRIVACY
Unsolicited Checks – Prohibits banks and 
other financial companies from sending out 
unsolicited checks and makes sure consum-
ers are not liable when such a check is stolen 
and cashed. LAW 

New York State Products – Establishes 
the “Shop: Pride of New York” program to 
promote wholesale and retail sellers of food 
and food products produced in New York 
State. PBH

Horseback Riding – Requires that persons 
under 18 years of age wear a helmet when 
riding a horse. LAW 

Baby Products – Prohibits the sale of prod-
ucts intended for use by children ages three 
and younger that contain the flame retardant 
chemical “chlorinated TRIS.” PA 

Student Information – Enables parents to 
prohibit schools or the State Education De-
partment from selling or releasing a pre-K to 
12th grade student’s personally identifiable 
data to third parties. PA

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND 
CRIME VICTIMS
Jay J’s Law – Increases the time frame from 
three years to 10 years over which previous 
convictions of an assault of a child can be 
considered in the sentencing of an individual 
convicted of the crime of aggravated assault 
upon a person younger than 11 years old. LAW 

Airbags – Makes it unlawful to knowingly 
traffic in counterfeit or non-functional air-
bags or install one in a vehicle. LAW

Domestic Violence Victims – Protects do-
mestic violence victims and their families by 
requiring their telephone and/or cell phone 
carrier to provide them with new phone num-
bers upon request at no charge. LAW 

Sexual Perpetrators – Denies parental 
rights, including custody or visitation rights 
and notice of adoption proceedings, to sexual 
offense perpetrators when a child is born as 
a result of a sexual offense. LAW

Bath Salts – Closes loopholes in a 2011 
law that banned the sale of certain chemical 
substances used to make stimulants called 
“bath salts” by adding new compounds used 
to make these types of dangerous drugs to the 
state’s banned substances list. LAW

MARKING PROGRESS. After years of planning, construction of the Sherwood 
Greenway Trail in the Town of Tonawanda is now nearing completion. The new trailway 
will connect the Two Mile Creek Trail at Sheridan Park with the Niagara Riverwalk near the 
intersection of Sheridan Drive Extension and River Road, providing a continuous trailway 
loop for area residents. Work on Sheridan Drive west of Delaware Avenue and on Sheridan 
Drive Extension has also been undertaken as part of this state highway improvement project. 
N.Y.S. Department of Transportation Acting Regional Director Darrell Kaminski showed 
construction plans to Erie County Executive Mark Poloncarz, Erie County Legislator Lynn 
Marinelli, Assemblyman Schimminger and Town of Tonawanda Supervisor Anthony 
Caruana during a groundbreaking event held in July at Praxair. The company granted an 
easement to allow a segment of the trail to be constructed on its property.

LEGISLATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
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ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AND  
JOB GROWTH
START-UP NY – Better enables university 
campuses to serve as economic engines for 
their communities through tax-free zones 
aimed at spurring business creation and ex-
pansion. LAW 

Buffalo Billion – Provides another $75 mil-
lion in capital funding and $25 million in 
Excelsior Jobs Program tax credits requested 
by the Governor toward his multi-year pledge 
of $1 billion in economic development aid for 
Western New York, bringing the total amount 
requested and budgeted to $200 million. LAW 

Tax Increases – Extends the personal in-
come tax surcharge, which was set to expire 
in 2014, for an additional three years and 
extends to 2018 an assessment on utilities 
that is passed along to consumers on utility 
bills. LAW, Schimminger voted NO. 

Niagara Wine Trail – Re-designates and 
reconfigures the two branches of the Niagara 
Wine Trail to eliminate confusing signage 
and to allow for the continued growth of the 
winery industry in Western New York. LAW

Excelsior Jobs Program – Makes small 
businesses eligible for Excelsior Jobs Pro-
gram tax credits by making the program’s 
job creation thresholds more achievable for 
smaller companies. LAW 

Equal Access to Justice – Strengthens the 
Equal Access to Justice Act to better allow 
small businesses and others to fight over-
reaching state regulatory actions. PA 

State Agency Strategic Plans – Requires 
state agencies to furnish to the Legislature 
and governor any strategic plans or perfor-

mance reports prepared during the prior fis-
cal year. VETO

SENIORS
Long Term Care – Requires the Commis-
sioner of Health to compile a list of contact 
information for the “NY Connects: Choices 
for Long Term Care” program that would be 
disseminated by health care providers and 
practitioners to patients who may be in need 
of long term care. PBH

Adult Guardianship – Establishes a uniform 
set of rules for determining jurisdiction among 
multiple states in adult guardianship cases and 
a framework that allows state court judges 
in different states to communicate with each 
other about adult guardianship cases. LAW

Elder Abuse – Requires the State Office for 
the Aging to develop materials for employees 
and volunteers of social adult day services 
and day care programs in regard to suspected 
elder abuse. LAW 

Senior Medication Guide – Requires the 
State Office for the Aging to publish a guide 
explaining common drug interactions, and 
effects of combining medications with alco-
hol, for drugs commonly used by seniors. PA 

VETERANS AND 
MILITARY AFFAIRS
Cold War Certificate – Allows for the rec-
ognition of the contributions of veterans who 
served honorably during the Cold War by 
authorizing and awarding a State Cold War 
Certificate to these individuals. LAW 

Employment – Requires the Division of 
Veterans’ Affairs to provide an Internet con-
nection that enables veterans to better cor-
relate military occupations and skills into 
civilian terms. LAW 



AIMING HIGH AT THE “RIV.” Assemblyman Schimminger joined the Riv-
iera Theatre’s Executive Director, Frank Cannata, to mark the start of work at the site 
of the former Competition Transmission building on Main Street in North Tonawa-
nda directly behind the theatre. After acquiring the parcel for a planned expansion 
of the landmark theatre, the “Riv” was awarded a brownfield grant to demolish the 
former auto repair shop and remediate mold and asbestos that was in the dilapidated 
building and contaminated soil on the property. The Riviera has launched a capital 
campaign to raise funds for its $5.9 million expansion project and plans to begin 
construction soon on a 23,000 square foot addition that will house rehearsal space, 
dressing rooms, a black box theatre and other amenities. The expansion will allow 
the Riviera Theatre to increase the quality of its patrons’ experience and bring in 
even more events and performances.

Continued from page 2
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Military Sexual Trauma – Requires the State Di-
vision of Veterans’ Affairs to develop and encour-
age plans for assistance and benefits for veterans 
who experienced military sexual trauma while on 
active duty or during military training. PA

Fallen Heroes – Ensures that flags lowered to 
half-staff over the State Capitol in honor of a 
fallen serviceman or woman from New York are 
presented to the family of the deceased. LAW 

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Hepatitis C Screening – Requires individuals born 
between 1945 and 1965 to be offered a hepatitis C 
screening test when receiving health services from 
hospital inpatient or outpatient care. LAW

Campus Fire Protection – Requires that every 
college or university in the state notify their stu-
dents, in writing, whether or not their assigned 
college-owned housing facility is equipped with 
a fire sprinkler or fire suppression system. LAW 

The purpose of a bridge is to bring two sides together, but 
the public controversy that erupted between New York and our 
Canadian neighbors earlier this year over the Peace Bridge stood 
to have the reverse effect.

For more than 80 years, the 10-member Buffalo and Fort 
Erie Public Bridge Authority (PBA) board, consisting of five 
Canadian and five U.S. members, has operated the Peace Bridge 
in a largely cooperative and collegial manner. Commonly known 
as the Peace Bridge Authority, the PBA establishes and collects 
tolls to secure sufficient revenues to operate and maintain the 
bridge and U.S. and Canadian plazas, and fulfill terms and pay 
off obligations of any bonds.

Good relations broke down late last year, however, as a dispute 
arose between Canadian and U.S. board members over the han-
dling of construction plans for an improved U.S. plaza. The U.S. 
representatives reportedly felt that the Canadian board members 
were not sufficiently supportive of planned improvements to the 
U.S. plaza in Buffalo, even though the board had approved plans 
unanimously last year for $50 million in work on the U.S. side. 
The ill will had gotten so bad that the five U.S. members, four of 
whom are named by the Governor and one by the State Attorney 
General, stopped attending board meetings. When they finally 
did, they refused to vote, preventing any action by the board. 

The Governor then entered the fray, seeming to place the 
blame for the lack of progress at the Peace Bridge, including the 
failed effort to build a new bridge, squarely on Canada. While 
there was plenty of blame to go around regarding the past fail-
ure to build a new Peace Bridge, I think most observers would 
agree that the primary source of delay and opposition to those 
plans was on this side of the border, not with Canadians who 
supported a new span and agreed quickly on plans to improve 
facilities on their side. 

The situation was further exacerbated when several area 
state legislators introduced legislation aimed at dissolving the 
PBA, which promised chaos at the border, not progress. Their 
legislation requiring the authority to pay off any outstanding 
debts threatened to cripple the PBA’s ability to undertake future 
financing, triggering dissolution. Major construction projects on 
the drawing board, like re-decking the bridge, were jeopardized, 
as were the agreed upon improvements to the U.S. plaza that 
were scheduled to begin this fall. Plus, it was unclear what state 
entity would end up being responsible for the U.S. half of the 
bridge and plaza if the PBA were dissolved and how it could 

operate and maintain these facilities since all toll collection had 
been moved to the Canadian side of the bridge several years ago 
to free up space and ease congestion on the U.S. plaza. 

Also put at risk was a truck cargo pre-inspection pilot project 
announced just this spring by the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security and Canada’s Public Safety Ministry. The PBA and many 
government officials at all levels on both sides of the border have 
been working to improve the border-crossing processes at the 
Peace Bridge for years. The selection of the Peace Bridge as one 
of just two Can-Am border crossings to benefit from this pilot 
project, which would move primary truck inspection off the U.S. 
plaza to Fort Erie where there is far more space, was a huge win 
for our region. It could reduce and even eliminate backups on 
the bridge heading into the U.S. and cut down on the emissions 
from idling trucks waiting to clear U.S. Customs that have long 
been impacting nearby neighborhoods in Buffalo. 

The Peace Bridge facilitates more than $40 billion in com-
merce between Canada and the U.S. every year, including $9.1 
billion in yearly business sales for the Buffalo Niagara region. 
On both sides of the border there are countless manufacturing 
and logistics companies that rely on the Peace Bridge, as well 
as many individuals and families who use the span to get to and 
from work, school, recreation activities, shopping, cultural at-
tractions, and visits with friends and family. 

Despite my strenuous objections during the debate on this 
legislation and my “nay” vote, the bill unfortunately was passed 
by the Assembly and then by the Senate. It has yet to be acted 
on by the Governor. 

Cooler heads seemed to prevail when an agreement was signed 
by the Governor and Canadian officials in June that essentially 
endorsed the plans that had been approved by the PBA last year 
for improving the U.S. plaza. Work will soon be underway on 
widening the bridge approach, constructing new access ramps 
to and from the Niagara Thruway (I-190) and Porter Avenue, 
and renovating outdated customs facilities—all on the U.S. 
side. Also, plans for a temporary pre-inspection facility on the 
Canadian side, which will be expanded into a permanent facility 
if the pilot program proves successful, are also moving ahead. 

I hope that renewed spirit of collaboration, not confronta-
tion, will lead the Governor to veto this ill-considered legisla-
tion before more harm is done, not only to the progress finally 
underway at the Peace Bridge, but to the close and longstanding 
relationship with our most valued trade and security partner. 

PEACE BRIDGE CONTROVERSY IS  
HOPEFULLY OVER



CELEBRATING INDEPENDENCE. Assemblyman Schim-
minger joined in an Independence Day-themed open house at 
People Inc.’s newest location on Delaware Avenue in North Buf-
falo. The facility is home to several People Inc. programs aimed 
at helping families and people with disabilities, as well as seniors, 
live more healthy, independent and productive lives, including Arts 
Experience, Seniors Unlimited, Community Active People Pro-
gram (CAPP), Senior Day Hab, Buffalo Afternoon Respite, Senior 
Outreach through Erie County and Headway of WNY, Inc. Pictured 
with Assemblyman Schimminger are Pamela King, Associate Vice 
President for Day Services at People Inc., Rhonda Frederick, People 
Inc.’s Chief Operating Officer, Grace Ehrenberg, a volunteer and 
family caregiver, and Grace’s sister Jennie Calandra.
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Controlled Substance Disposal – Provides 
additional avenues of controlled substance 
disposal and encourages disposal of unused 
medications by authorizing pharmacies to 
establish take-back programs. LAW

Breast Cancer Mapping – Authorizes fund-
ing from the Breast Cancer Research and 
Education Fund to qualified research institu-
tions, organizations, or agencies for mapping 
of breast cancer incidence. LAW 

Newborn Screening – Requires each birth-
ing facility in the state to perform a pulse 
oximetry screening for critical congenital 
heart defects (CCHDs). LAW 

Post-Partum Depression – Develops guide-
lines for maternal depression or post-partum 
depression screening and referrals, makes 
available a comprehensive referral list for 
treatment and provides public education 
to promote awareness of the condition and 
available treatment programs. PBH 

DXM – Prohibits the sale of any product 
or products containing the active ingredient 
dextromethorphan (DXM), commonly found 
in over-the-counter medications, to persons 
under the age of 18. LAW

Health Inspections – Requires the N.Y.S. 
Department of Health (DOH) to list all public 
food service establishment inspection results 

for the most recent three years on its website 
and requires local health department web-
sites to post a link to the DOH website. PBH

Meningitis Prevention – Allows licensed 
pharmacists, who have received additional 
certification, to administer meningococcal 
vaccinations to adults 18 years of age and 
older. LAW 

Health Care Proxies – Ensures that state 
agencies which have significant public inter-
actions in the field of public health provide 
a link on their websites to health care proxy 
information. LAW 

Diabetes – Provides for voluntary check-offs 
on New York State tax forms for taxpayer 
gifts to the Diabetes Research and Educa-
tion Fund. PA 

Young Drivers – Adds convictions for tex-
ting-while-driving and using a hand-held cell 
phone to the list of violations for which pro-
bationary and junior license holders would 
have their permit or license suspended or 
revoked. LAW 

OTHER
Student Testing – Prohibits non-diagnostic 
standardized testing in grades K-2. PA

Developmental Disabilities – Restores 
funding that had been cut from the 2013-
14 state budget for not-for-profit services 

for persons with developmental disabilities. 
LAW

Peace Bridge – Dissolves the bi-national 
Buffalo and Fort Erie Public Bridge Author-
ity. PBH, Schimminger voted NO.

Trooper Kevin Dobson – Names the I-290 
bridge at Colvin Boulevard in memory of 
Trooper Dobson, who was killed on the 
Youngmann Highway in 2011 in the line 
of duty. LAW

Service Awards – Exempts length of service 
award benefits for volunteer firefighters and 
volunteer ambulance workers from state in-
come taxes. VETO

Planning for Climate Changes – Requires 
the Departments of State and Environmental 
Conservation to develop model municipal 
climate change adaptation zoning laws. PA 

Investing in the Environment – Increases 
the state’s investment in the Environmental 
Protection Fund, which provides funding for 
programs that protect clean drinking water, 
critical wildlife habitats and family farms 
and that improve parks and cultural facili-
ties. LAW

Non-Profits – Requires that not-for-profit 
organizations receive all interest due on late 
payments for state agency contracts within 
30 days of the initial payment. VETO


