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Dear Neighbor:

The past two Legislative Sessions have marked a transition in our state government. 
Under the leadership of Governor Cuomo and willingness in both houses to put parti-
sanship aside, the State Legislature has been able to make some substantial prog-
ress on long-overdue reforms that will benefi t our state for decades to come.

Some of the biggest reforms were the restructuring of the income tax formula, meant 
to benefi t the middle class, and the imposition of the 2 percent property tax cap. Both 
measures will help provide hardworking New Yorkers with some tax relief and pro-
tection. Reducing the burden of unfunded mandates on our local governments and 
school districts will provide further tax relief.

While I continue working to deliver relief from the unfunded, outdated and burden-
some mandates that are putting our local governments and schools in a bind, I am 
also working directly with the governor as a member of his SAGE (Spending and 
Government Effi ciency) Commission. Through the commission, we have identifi ed 
more than 600 ways to immediately shrink the size and cost of our state government 
without compromising services.

As we continue to collect, review and negotiate for the enactment of SAGE-recom-
mended reforms, I am proud that the Legislature as a whole has been able to lead by 
example and cut state spending. Both the 2011-12 and 2012-13 state budgets elimi-
nated nearly $14 billion of the total budget defi cit without imposing new taxes and 
without increasing state spending at the unsustainable rate we’d seen under previous 
administrations.

I am proud of the work we have done – but know that this transition is only step one. 
In order to truly reform and revitalize our state, we must continue to hold the line on 
spending, provide local governments and schools with mandate relief and continue 
our commitment to restoring our state’s economic viability and ability to compete in 
today’s – and tomorrow’s – global economy. 

As always, if my staff or I can be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to call 
our offi ce at 716-839-4690 or e-mail me at corwinj@assembly.state.ny.us.

Sincerely,
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Creating Jobs from the Ground Up
Bringing my own private-sector business experience to Albany, I know that the only 
way to truly allow employers to expand and create more jobs is to get government 
out of the way. While we have made a 
signifi cant fi nancial commitment to economic 
development under the current governor, 
we have yet to tackle the 49,000 pages of 
regulations and red tape that drive up the cost 
and burden of doing business in New York 
State. I am committed to reducing this burden 
on employers so that our state will truly be on 
the right track for long-term, sustainable job 
creation.

To address this, my staff and I have been meeting with employers, business leaders 
and economic development offi cials to identify and target key reforms we can make 
to cut the red tape and further support job creation:

n Cutting Red Tape for New Business: I am working with the SAGE Commission to   
 reduce the time and paperwork involved in siting new operating facilities in order to  
 encourage business growth.

n NY WORKS: Working with the governor, I will fi ght for the millions available in   
 economic development funds that will contribute to much-needed road and bridge  
 improvement projects in our area.

n Supporting Local Agriculture: As part of this year’s budget I was pleased to   
 support a 25 percent increase in funding for Local Agricultural Assistance    
 Programs, including $3 million for Agricultural Economic Development Grants.   
 By supporting New York State farmers and food producers, we get more nutritious,  
 safer and more delicious foods, and help to support our local economy. 

n Become Business Friendly: With a myriad of state agencies, commissions, task   
 forces and public corporations, New York State needs to become more accessible  
 for entrepreneurs. We can start by streamlining application procedures and   
 improving customer service for individuals starting a new business in the state.

Chief Executive Magazine, 
which surveyed 650 CEOs, 
rated Texas number one and 
New York 49th in terms of 
favorable business climate.  



Why Unfunded Mandates Need To Go
The enacted 2012-13 State Budget takes another important step forward in terms 
of restoring our state’s economic greatness. The many economic development 
incentives, coupled with strong fi scal restraint, will help protect the livelihoods of 
New Yorkers for generations. 

Unfunded mandates are a variety of costs imposed on our municipalities and 
taxing entities, like school districts, by either the state or federal government. The 
most costly unfunded mandate is the local share of Medicaid, which is estimated 
to cost upwards of $5 billion annually. In the last two years, Albany has considered 
the cost of unfunded mandates and taken some baby steps to reduce them, but 
there is much more that needs to be done – especially now that the 2 percent 
property tax cap is in place.

I have been discussing mandate relief 
at great length with our local school 
administrators, statewide organizations 
like the New York State School Boards 
Association, and my partners in local 
government. I have compiled their 
recommendations and given them to the 
governor and his Mandate Relief Council 
directly. These recommendations include:

n Reforming the state’s Triborough Amendment and streamlining the tenured   
 teacher disciplinary process to save time and money;

n Establishing statewide maximum healthcare contributions for school districts   
 and BOCES;

n Reducing the costs of certain education programs by bringing New York State  
 requirements in line with those of the federal government; and

n Allowing schools to leverage the aggregate purchasing power of large, national  
 procurement cooperatives and contracts entered into by other states and local  
 governments.

While I will continue working together with Governor Cuomo and his Mandate 
Relief Council on these, and other, unfunded mandate relief proposals, I will also 
aggressively pursue passage of measures that help provide our schools, local 
governments and taxpayers with relief from costly and antiquated unfunded 
mandates.

I will also aggressively pursue 
passage of measures that 
help provide our schools, 
local governments and 
taxpayers with relief from 
costly and antiquated 
unfunded mandates.



CorwinJane

a s s e m b l y

Keeping Our  
Children Safe, 
Saving Us Money 
and Improving Our 
Quality of Life
An update on the 
passage of some 
important legislation 
to help you

Assemblywoman Jane Corwin has been working to keep our children 
safe, save us money and improve our quality of life – and her efforts have 
paid off with the passage of initiatives that will:

Keep Our Children Safe:
n Prohibit bullying and cyberbullying in public schools (Chapter 102)

n Help stop child pornography by prohibiting possession of materials containing a sexual   
 act by a child (A.10713, passed both houses)

n Allow schools to provide bus transportation for pre-K students (A.10397-A, passed both houses)

n Prohibit smoking on playgrounds or within 100 feet of entrances or exits to schools    
 (A.6451-C, passed Assembly/A.10141-B, passed both houses) 

Save Us Money:
n Allow state agencies to accept money orders in addition to other forms of payment including   
 credit/debit cards, prepaid cards and personal or business checks (A.5432-A, passed Assembly)

n Reform the state’s income tax system to provide middle class tax relief (enacted)

n Prohibit the “zone pricing” or price gouging of motor fuels (A.7775-B, passed Assembly)

n Extend the personal income tax credit for clean heating fuels until January 1, 2017 (A.8818,   
 passed both houses)

Improve Our Quality of Life:
n Keep our communities looking vibrant by allowing municipalities to maintain foreclosed properties  
 (A.10524, passed Assembly)

n Decrease the blood bank shortage by allowing for grants to encourage community blood drives  
 (A.2155, passed Assembly)

n Support local agriculture by providing funds to construct or improve regional farmers’ markets, and  
 to create the “Farm to Senior” program (A.1025-A, passed both houses/A.10308, passed Assembly)

n Prohibit employers from requiring employees or applicants to disclose personal e-mail or social  
 networking site passwords (A.9654, passed Assembly)

Do you have an idea for a state law? Share your ideas with Jane! E-mail her at corwinj@assembly.state.ny.us.


