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Dear Neighbor:

 During the 2013 Legislative Session, I took on a number of new challenges 
in Albany, including finding a meaningful solution to improving school safety without 
compromising Second Amendment rights, passing an on-time and fiscally-sound 
state budget, continuing a commitment to economic development and job creation, 
and I represented our Conference as the Assembly Minority Leader Pro Tempore.

 In this leadership role, I have the distinct privilege and immense responsi-
bility of leading the floor debates on behalf of the Assembly Minority Conference, 
negotiating what bills we bring to debate or lay aside, and working closely with my 
counterparts across the aisle to keep the legislative process moving. There is a lot 
of work behind the scenes, but this opportunity has only heightened my passion for 
serving the people of our state and particularly my friends and neighbors like you in 
Western New York.

 I am proud to be your voice – and to have an even larger platform – to ensure 
that the views of Western New York are heard loud and clear in the State Capitol. 
As always, I welcome your input and hope you will continue to share your ideas and 
good news with me and my staff, or feel free to reach out to us for assistance with 
any state issues. Please do not hesitate to call or email me, or schedule an appoint-
ment to meet personally.

 Wishing all of you a happy, healthy and wonderful holiday season!

       Sincerely,
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AGRICULTURE AS ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT
It is often said that the true pride of New York is our agriculture, and perhaps in no 
other place in our state is the tradition of farming more poignant than in Western New 
York. Here, we celebrate a bountiful harvest in a variety of ways: from shopping at 
local farmers’ markets, to picking apples and pumpkins, to supporting a local dairy, 
vineyard, brewery or bee-keeper, or buying a food product made from grains grown 
right here in our region.

As we continue looking for ways to revitalize Western New York’s economy and create 
sustainable and quality jobs, agriculture is bounding with opportunities. Here are 
some of my ideas to keep the momentum going:

•	 Distribution	of	our	products	is	not	only	important	for	large-scale	farmers	but	for		
 smaller farmers and food producers. I support initiatives that:

 o Increase farmers’ markets throughout the state, particularly those that   
  create incentives to bring products into urban areas. I would also like to   
  see a greater emphasis on our products in downstate areas, or even out- 
  of-state regions to help showcase the bounty of our region.

 o Review the regulations on small farmers and start-up food producers. This  
  is a necessary action to help allow farms to grow without having to worry  
  about the high costs associated with bureaucratic policies.

 o Increase partnerships between local farms, food producers, and retailers.  
  This will further help put our products in the hands of consumers locally as  
  well as regionally, statewide and nationally.

 o Expand on the “business incubator” model, which offers start-up    
  companies rental office space with shared administrative support and  
  office equipment (faxes, photocopiers, printers), for both small farms and  
  food producers. This would help offset the cost of kitchen equipment,   
  producing and packaging, office and shipping supplies and other costs.

•	 Agri-tourism	is	an	important	opportunity	for	our	region	to	not	only	showcase	our		
 agricultural roots and traditions, but also expand into other industries and create  
 more jobs. The following proposals will help achieve these goals:

 o Promotional campaigns, similar to I Love NY, that will target downstate or  
  out-of-state tourists to visit our vineyards, festivals, and tour farms. 

 o Partnerships between local restaurants, bed and breakfasts, hotels, and  
  other businesses with our farms and food producers to highlight our   
  products to tourists.

 o Increase festivals like the Pride of New York Harvest Festival, currently   
  only held in Syracuse and Albany, throughout the state.

 o Expand internet marketing.



SUPPORTING FARMS, CREATING JOBS
In addition to meeting with our local farmers, pro-agriculture organizations, 
attending hearings and brainstorming ideas, I already have some good news to 
share for our region’s agri-tourism. During the 2013 Legislative Session, I authored 
and introduced legislation to help us expand our local wine country – and I am 
thrilled to announce this legislation was signed into law earlier this fall.

The new law (A.2024) will expand the boundaries of the Niagara Wine Trail 
further east along Lake Ontario and connect, via New York State highways, 
the wine regions in Upstate New York. The Niagara Wine Trail has successfully 
helped Niagara County wineries attract customers since its inception, and this 
new extension eastward will draw new attention to the trail and serve to attract 
additional visitors, help local businesses grow, and create more jobs.

NY’S AGRICULTURE
•	 Our	state’s	#1	industry	is	agriculture.

•	 Over	the	last	three	years,	agriculture	has	contributed	more	than	$14	billion			
 to our economy.

I was proud to be named to the NY Farm Bureau’s 2013 Circle of Friends, an 
award based on my agriculture voting record and strong support of our state’s 
farms.

SHARE YOUR IDEAS:
How can we continue to support local agriculture and incorporate more of it into 
our daily lives? What initiatives can the state take to help assist farmers or food 
producers? Share your ideas with me by emailing me at corwinj@assembly.state.
ny.us.
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School Safety & NY SAFE Act Update
Early in the 2013 Legislative Session, at the behest of Governor Cuomo, legislation known as 
the NY SAFE Act was hastily passed in reaction to recent gun violence. While most lawmakers 
understood that action was necessary, what the NY SAFE Act accomplished did not make sense.

Rather than pass meaningful legislation to address the root causes of violence in our society and 
protect our children in school, our governor rushed new gun-control legislation that infringes on 
the rights of law-abiding gun owners through both the Assembly and Senate.

The ill-conceived laws sparked intense reactions from mental health providers, law enforcement, 
educators, parents, sportsmen, and Second Amendment advocates across our state, particularly 
here in Western New York, where these traditions are such an important part of our lives.

Many citizens reached out to my office to express their frustration and concern. I share your 
anger and discontent when New York City-based politicians trample the rights of honest, 
responsible, and law-abiding citizens across the state. As a mother and legislator, I also have 
deep-rooted concerns about the effectiveness of provisions in the new laws related to law 
enforcement and mental health.

That’s why I brought together my regional colleagues from both sides of the aisle to host the first 
public hearing on the NY SAFE Act and, throughout the remainder of the legislative session, I 
continued meeting privately with law enforcement, educators, mental health providers, parents, 
hunters, and Second Amendment advocates.

As a result, I have authored new legislation to restore the Second Amendment rights that were 
compromised as part of the New York SAFE Act, while also making changes to enhance the 
proposal’s efforts to keep our children and families safe. My new legislative package repeals 
the	new	definition	of	assault	weapons,	eliminates	creation	of	the	controversial	$27	million	
taxpayer-funded State Police License and Record Database, repeals the five-year pistol permit 
recertification mandate, and eliminates a pistol permit holder’s need to “opt out” of having their 
personal information disclosed to the public by making these records confidential and private. 
I am hopeful it will gather support in both houses when the legislative session reconvenes in 
January, and I know I can count on the support of our Western New York sports clubs, outdoor 
recreation industry, and lawful firearm owners to help my new proposal gain steam. 

Additionally, I am continuing to work on even more proposals that will help ensure that those 
in need of mental health treatment are able to get the help they need and reduce the stigma 
around mental health – particularly in schools – as well as work with educators to allow them the 
freedom and ability to keep our kids safe at school. Please know that I will continue to update the 
community as this legislation progresses. 
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