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Dear Neighbors:

 While New York State continues to reform the way it does business, 
our focus remains on helping businesses grow and expand. Without economic 
development, it is impossible to reduce the tax burden, increase our quality of life, 
and ensure we all have a better future. 

 Here in Western New York we have been working very hard to spur real and 
lasting economic development, creation of not only jobs – but career paths, and 
paths toward revitalizing our lives, our homes and our communities. 

 As you’ve probably read in the local papers, there has been a lot of 
success. For the second year in a row, New York State is the “yogurt production 
capital” of the nation. The Niagara Wine Trail continues to restore our region’s 
tourism industry. Global companies like GM and Yahoo! are making Western New 
York their home. 

 Through this year’s budget we continued the investment in job creation 
with increased high-tech funding, including increases for Innovation Hot Spots, 
creation of the Rochester Center of Excellence in Data Science, and the Faculty 
Development and Technology Incentive (an historic NYSTAR program that recruits 
the best researchers and teachers for our colleges and universities and helps 
commercialize their high-tech innovations). 

 You can read more about these developments inside this newsletter, 
as well as learn about new programs to support small businesses and assist 
entrepreneurs, and resources to help you find a job right now.

 Between Rochester and Buffalo there is much good news – however there 
is still work to be done, and it is my continued joy and privilege to represent you, 
advocate for you, and fight arm-in-arm to bring our economic vitality back. As 
always, I welcome and value your input and ideas. Please continue to share them 
with me at corwinj@assembly.state.ny.us or by contacting my office at (716) 839-
4691.

      Sincerely,

      

      Jane Corwin

in this issue:
 > Supporting Small Businesses: New Free Resources

 > Need a Job Now?

 > Around Town: Local Job Creation

 > Join Jane: Annual Family Health Fair



Become a mentor or get advice to help your business grow:  
www.businessmentor.ny.gov

Get started on your recruitment event: call (800) HIRE-992 or email  
DEWS.Business.Services@labor.ny.gov

Start your hiring process & review resumes: www.labor.ny.gov/hire

SUPPORTING SMALL BUSINESS
Our state is working to improve resources for entrepreneurs and small businesses 
across New York, including these new resources that I hope will help further expand 
job opportunities and strengthen the economy here in Western New York.

New York State recently launched Business Mentor NY, an online platform designed 
to assist our state’s entrepreneurs and small businesses grow and expand. A 
service of Empire State Development, the free program provides one-on-one 
mentoring services from successful private-sector business professionals who 
volunteer their time and expertise. After registering, reviewing experts’ profiles, and 
choosing which expert to work with, communication is done directly through the 
website.

To date, more than 200 business 
professionals are volunteering as 
mentors through Business Mentor NY. 
The experts come from a variety of 
industries including law, finance, retail, 
communications, information technology, 
human resources, staffing, public 
relations, sales and marketing, among 
others.

Participating in the state’s Jobs Express 
and Job Fairs and Recruitment listings is another way our state is supporting small 
business. This service can help save small businesses tens of thousands of dollars 
in staff-assisted recruitment, customized job fairs, and job postings.

In 2012 and 2013, New York State Department of Labor’s customized recruitment 
events helped 600 businesses target and hire nearly 33,000 professionals across 
the state.  The department’s Business Service Team is here to help New York’s 
employers set up and advertise events, staff and manage events, review applicants 
and match candidates based on skills or training incentives. Events can be held at 
a worksite, an off-site location, or in one of the 96 New York State Career Centers. 
These services are offered at no cost to New York State businesses.

Employers can also advertise job openings on the department’s website, as well as 
search and review resumes and initiate the hiring process – helping save business 
owners valuable time and money as well as to connect talented professionals 
looking for a better opportunity to your business.

NEED A JOB NOW?
Jobs Express: Our online statewide jobs database currently lists nearly 95,000 
available positions. Check it out at: www.labor.ny.gov/jobs. 

For upcoming Job Fairs and Recruitment Opportunities please go to:  
www.labor.ny.gov/events. 

Summer Youth Employment Program: Recently, the state provided grants to help 
fund this valuable employment program for more than 18,000 low-income young 
people across the state. Learn more and apply by contacting your county’s 
Department of Social Services.

Partnering with the NYS Department 
of Labor Business Service Team could 
save an average business: 

> Up to $12,000 on a staff-assisted  
    recruitment event  
> Up to $20,000 on customized job fairs  
> Up to $6,000 per year on job postings



AROUND TOWN: LOCAL JOB CREATION
Flight of Five: Erie Canal Locks

Lockport Locks Heritage District Committee recently unveiled an almost 19,000 
pound boost to our local tourism economy – new gates for the ongoing restoration 
of the Flight of Five locks, the historic locks 67 through 71 of the 1864 Erie Canal’s 
first enlargement. Installation of the new gates on locks 69 and 70 started this 
summer, kicking off the nearly $10 million restoration of the Flight of Five project 
which, once completed, will continue to bring boaters, outdoor recreation 
enthusiasts and history buffs to our region. Additionally, as we have already seen, 
the resurgence of the Flight of Five will help restore our entire economy – including 
increased sales at local shops, restaurants, vineyards and services like hotels, 
inns or bed and breakfasts.

GM Invests $40 Million in Lockport

General Motors recently completed a $40 million investment project at its Lockport 
plant, a sign of good things to come for our community’s prosperity. Already the 
plant employs more than 1,600 people in the 2.6 million square foot complex, 
and, instead of more traditional plant worker management, GM has employed 
an innovative group approach for the Lockport plant focused on teamwork, task 
flexibility and creative problem-solving with upward mobility. On top of this, GM’s 
tax revenue is helping reduce the burden on homeowners, and the workforce is 
active in a reported 40 different community and charitable events. As GM sales 
continue to climb across the nation, I hope that they will continue to invest and 
expand here in Western New York.

Yahoo! Breaks Ground on $170 Million Expansion

Attracted by the low-cost hydropower, the Internet giant Yahoo! recently invested 
$170 million to expand Lockport’s Industrial Development Park with an energy-
efficient datacenter and create additional jobs for our community, with even more 
plans to expand here in the future. Yahoo!’s investment highlights the fact that our 
state needs to reduce the cost of doing business in order to attract business – 
and that once a company relocates or establishes itself here in Western New York, 
they will not want to leave our wonderful communities and quality of life.

Pulling the Plug on the Champlain-Hudson Power Express

My colleagues in government and I have united against the Champlain-Hudson 
Power Express. While this project would spell disaster for our community, it 
presents our leaders with a unique opportunity to put their money where their 
mouths are by creating an energy super highway from Western New York 
to downstate. That’s why I have been working to encourage Albany – and 
Washington, D.C. – to invest in our state through public/private partnerships, 
improve our electrical infrastructure, reduce the cost of energy across our state, 
and create thousands of good jobs in the process.



Join Jane for the Annual Family Health Fair!

Hosted in conjunction with Kaleida Health, 
State Senator Mike Ranzenhofer and Assemblyman Ray Walter.

Saturday, August 2, 2014 
9:00 am - noon 

Amherst Senior Center 
370 John James Audubon Parkway 

Amherst, NY 14228

Free health services and screenings for attendees of all ages.

Face-to-face interactions with health care professionals 
in a variety of fields.
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