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WHITE HOUSE AND CONGRESS AGREE ON
STIMULUS PACKAGE
Amid Coronavirus Pandemic
utility rate increases postponed, free mental health services,
removal a of basketball hoops, inmates released, MTA changes
and more!

NYS Confirmed: 30,811
NYS deaths: 285
NYC confirmed: 17,856
Brooklyn confirmed: 4,656
NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO
Governor Cuomo Announces:
• Utility rate increases that were to go into effect April
1st have been postponed.
• Need 140,00 beds, have 53,000.
• 40,000 Responses to Surge Healthcare Force.
• 6,175 Mental health professionals signed up to provide
free online mental health services. For services, call
Hotline at 844-863-9314.
NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO
Mayor de Blasio Announces:
• Removal of basketball hoops from 80 courts to
enforce social distancing.
• By today 200 inmates will be released.
• Additional essential workers to be added to
receive childcare.
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
"STIMULUS PACKAGE"
The White House and Senate leaders struck a major deal early
this morning to provide over a $2-trillion package to help
the American people during t he COVID-19 pandemic. For
more information visit here.

According to U.S Senator Schumer's office "This relief
package includes an expansion and reform of the
unemployment insurance program, new grant program for
hospitals and health care providers, personal and protective
equipment for health care workers, testing supplies, increased
workforce and training, new construction to house patients,
emergency operation centers and more. Additional funding is
also dedicated to delivering Medicare payment increases to all
hospitals and providers to ensure that they receive the funding
they need during this crisis, and new investments in our
country’s Strategic National Stockpile, surge capacity and
medical research into COVID-19." For more information
visit here.
U.S Senator Schumer on improvements made to bill:

•
•
•
•

•
•

•

4 months of more unemployment insurance instead
of 3 months.
$55 billion increase in the Schumer Marshall Plan for
our Health Care System.
$150 billion for a state and local Coronavirus Relief
fund.
$10 billion for SBA emergency grants of up to
$10,000 to provide immediate relief for operating costs
once a small business or non-profit has applied for an
Economic Injury Disaster Loan.
$17 billion for SBA to cover 6 months of
payments for small businesses with existing SBA loans.
$30 billion in emergency education
funding and $25 billion in emergency transit
funding.
$30 billion for the Disaster Relief Fund to provide
financial assistance to state and local governments, as
well as private nonprofits providing critical and essential
services.

•
•

•
•

•

•

•
•

•

Make rent, mortgage and utility costs eligible for
SBA loan forgiveness.
Ban stock buybacks for the term of the government
assistance plus 1 year on any company receiving a
government loan from the bill.
Establish robust worker protections attached to all
federal loans for businesses.
Create real-time public reporting of Treasury transactions
under the Act, including terms of loans, investments or
other assistance to corporations.
Add a retention tax credit for employers to
encourage businesses to keep workers on payroll during
the crisis.
Provide income tax exclusion for individuals who are
receiving student loan repayment assistance from
their employer.
Eliminated $3 billion bailout for big oil.
Eliminated “secret bailout” provision that would have
allowed bailouts to corporations to be concealed for 6
months.
Saved hundreds of thousands of airline industry
jobs and prohibited airlines from stock buybacks and
CEO bonuses.

“This is not a moment of celebration but rather one of
necessity,” said U.S. Senator Charles Schumer. “The
more than $40 billion dollars of additional help on the way to
New York is essential to save lives, preserve paychecks,
support small businesses, ensure public transit and much
more. These critical dollars will inject proverbial medicine into
our state, city and localities like on Long Island, to
deliver much-needed resources right now that can help
combat the coronavirus. Like all compromise legislation, this
bill is far from perfect—but it now does much more for this

state, its people and its future than where we began.” For more
information visit here.
MTA
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•

“MTA Essential Service Plan.” Some lines will not
run Monday through Friday – including the B, W and Z
lines, which will be covered by other local service.

•

Long Island Rail Road "will have over 500 weekday
trains running, compared to a typical weekday of over 740
trains, beginning March 27." For more information
visit here.

•

Beginning on March 27, Metro-North "will provide
hourly service on the Harlem, Hudson and New Haven
lines, with extra trains added during peak times.
Beginning the weekend of April 4/April 5, Metro North
will provide hourly service while also suspending shuttle
service between Wassaic and Southeast on the Upper
Harlem line."For more information visit here.
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
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Safe Horizon operates NYC’s 24-hour
hotline: 1-800-621-4673 for those who are
experiencing domestic violence or gender
based violence. For more information
visit here.
"For anyone needing resources to help
themselves or a loved one experiencing
dating, domestic, or gender-based violence,
you can also visit the NYC Hope
Resource Directory

at nyc.gov/NYCHOPE . For immediate safety planning,
shelter assistance, mental health support, and other resources,
all NYC Family Justice Centers are providing support by
phone, Monday to Friday, from 9:00am – 5:00pm. The
physical locations of the Family Justice Centers are
temporarily closed." For more information visit here.
• Bronx: 718-508-1220
• Brooklyn: 718-250-5113
• Manhattan: 212-602-2800
• Queens: 718-575-4545
• Staten Island: 718-697-4300
MENTAL HEALTH
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NYC Well is available 24/7 to provide a range of mental
health support for all New Yorkers and can be reached by
calling 1-888-NYC-Well (692-9355), texting “Well” to 65173,
or on the web at nyc.gov/nycwell. For more information
visit here.
Seniors:
"If you feel lonely or isolated, the NYC Department for the
Aging’s Aging Connect hotline provides a direct link to a range
of aging services. Call 212-AGING-NYC (212-244-6469)." For
more information visit here.
Veterans:
Veterans can access mental health support by calling
the Veterans Crisis Line: 800-273-8255. For more information
visit here.
Youth:
"The NYC Department of Youth and Community Development
is continuing to provide services for young people in Runaway
and Homeless Youth Residences and Drop-In Centers. If you
have questions about programming or service
modifications, call DYCD Youth Connect at 1-800-246-4646
or 1-646-343-6800." For more information visit here.
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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The Department of Education encourages those who do not
have access to an internet-connected device at home, to
complete the Remote Learning Device Request
Form or call 718-935-5100.
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS
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New York State Department of Labor is waiving the 7day waiting period for Unemployment Insurance benefits for
people who are out of work due to (COVID-19) closures or
quarantines. To apply visit here.
AVOID SCAMS
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•

Notify NYC: Beware of COVID19 scams!

•

Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can
also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office, fill
out a complaint form.

•

CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience
this, call 911.
SERVICES AND RESOURCES
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce,
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking
additional assistance. The list below will be updated
frequently.
It has information on the following categories:
• Employment Resources
• Food Assistance
• Health & Medical Assistance
• Financial Assistance
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care
• Other Assistance
Visit this website for resources.

NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want
to be assessed and get appointment for test (888-364-3065 ).
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692 ).
Volunteer to Support
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/c
ovid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers.
WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE SICK WITH COVID-19

STAY INFORMED

Health officials are working tirelessly to protect public health
and contain this virus. And, as your representative in Albany, I
am working to ensure that our state is putting the health and
safety of our families first.
Remember COVID-19 can affect any community and we must
stand by one another during this time, not alienate, threaten or
discriminate against others.
For questions you can also reach out to the New York State’s
novel coronavirus hotline at 1-888-364-3065 . For continuous
updates, you can visit the following websites:
•
•

Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
World Health Organization (WHO)

The CDC also now has the option for you to sign up for weekly
updates on COVID-19.

New Yorkers Can Sign Up for Email Updates Here and Ask
Questions About COVID-19 Here
New Yorkers Can Find More Information About the New
COVID-19 Paid Sick Leave Law Here
Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering
Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the Chair of the
Subcommittee on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises
(MWBEs) , and serves on the following committees: Housing, Government Operations,
Education , Banks, Health, and Higher Education . She is also a member of the Task Force on
Women's Issues and sits on Governor Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and
Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force.
As a current Assemblymember, District Leader, and Chair of Brooklyn Democratic Party, Rodneyse
Bichotte has been an outspoken advocate on issues concerning immigration, education, economic
development, unemployment, education reform, health care access, senior citizen
centers, affordable housing, school safety, women's and LGBTQ rights , as well as other
issues affecting the quality of life in the community.

Learn more about
Rodneyse Bichotte by visiting her website:
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte

STAY CONNECTED

