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MAY 14, 2020
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Media Contact: Lisa Derrick: derrickl@nyassembly.gov
718-940-0428
Governor Announces New York State on P.A.U.S.E.
Extended to June 13th
Amid Coronavirus Pandemic
Additional Testing Sites in Brooklyn; NYC Council Passes Bills to Support
Businesses; Federal Funding Provided to MTA; Food Distribution; And More!

NYS Confirmed: 343,051
NYS Deaths: 22,170
NYC Confirmed: 188,545
Brooklyn Confirmed: 51,095
NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO
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Governor Cuomo announced late Thursday that NYS
P.A.U.S.E. will be extended until June 13th. For more
information click here.
President expedited $3.9 billion in funding to the MTA.
The first installment was provided today.
Governor Cuomo announced that we need to make
emergency medical equipment in the United States.
Initial $3 million in grants is available for businesses to
manufacture health supplies and equipment here in NYS:

LMD Power of Light Corp in Monroe County – noninvasive ventilators “oxygen helmet” – 125 per
month
• New Lab in Brooklyn – Devices to automate manual
respirators
• Bodi Energy in Tompkins County – 420,000 N95
masks per week
• Strong Manufacturers in Erie County – 6.75
million masks per week
• Clear-Vu Medical in Suffolk County – 115,000 face
shields per week
• Garment District for Gowns in New York City
– 30,000 gowns per week
• Made in Midtown Inc. in New York City
– 3,600 masks per week
• Businesses should contact Empire State
Development to grow or start medical supply
business. For more information, visit here.
NYS Regions cleared to reopen on May 15th:
• North Country
• Central New York
• Mohawk Valley
• Southern Tier
• Finger Lakes
• To see full list of where NY regions stand on metric
scale, visit here.
•

•

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO
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Testing:
• NYC is expanding COVID-19 testing criteria to allow
testing to individuals who:
• Have COVID-19 symptoms regardless of age,
chronic conditions or occupation;
• Come in close contact with a confirmed COVID-19
patient regardless of symptoms;
• Work in a congregate residential setting (nursing
home, shelter, or adult care facility), regardless of
symptoms.
• Visit here, to find a community testing site near you
• New additional testing sites in Brooklyn:
• Opening the Week of May 19:
• 1244 Coney Island Avenue, Midwood
• Opening the Week of May 25th
• Brooklyn Army Terminal, Sunset Park
• 8511 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge
• 6565 Flatlands Avenue, Canarsie

•

Pediatric Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome:
• There are now 100 cases in NYC
• 55 tested positive for COVID-19 or antibodies
• 1 Fatality
• A Pediatric Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome
webinar is scheduled tomorrow with 700 pediatric
providers. There will be a webinar every week.
• In the coming days there will be a daily
webinar for 23 frontline pediatric ICUs in NYC.
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
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•

The White House threatened to veto the $3 trillion Relief
Package that the House of Representatives will vote on
tomorrow.

•

•

According to the NY Times, nearly three million people
filed unemployment claims last week. "The two-month
tally is up to 36.5 million." For more information,
visit here.
In efforts to expand the Strategic National Stockpile, the
president issued an executive order granting the U.S.
International Development Finance
Corporation the power to issue targeted loans to
"support production of supplies to assist with the COVID19 response." For more information visit here.
NYC DAILY COVID-19 INDICATORS
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Mayor de Blasio's report on
NYC COVID-19 indicators
are:
• Hospitalizations: dow
n from 78 to 59.
• ICU Admissions: down
from 561 to 517.
• COVID-19 Positive
Tests: down from 13%
to 11%.
FOOD DISTRIBUTION

NeON Nutrition Kitchen will distribute free food
tomorrow Friday, May 15th from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. For more
information , visit here.
SMALL BUSINESSES
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The New York City Council passed a series of bills to assist
small business owners, including restaurants. The bills passed
were the following:
• Bill to cap the amount of commission a third-party
delivery service is allowed to charge at 15% per order for
delivery and 5% per order for all other types of charges.
• Bill to prevent third-party delivery platforms from
charging restaurants for unsuccessful transactions made
over phone.
• Bill to suspend sidewalk cafe fees through February 28,
2021.
• Bill to charge a $10,000 to $50,000 civil fine to
landlords who threaten commercial tenants who have
been impacted by COVID-19.

Bill to protect the personal assets of a business owner
impacted by COVID-19 who has a commercial lease
violation.
For more information visit here and here.
•

BURIAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
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The Department of Social Services issued an emergency
rule increasing the amount of burial/funeral services
allowance from $900 to $1,700, with a total funeral cost cap
of $3,400 . For further information regarding these services
please visit here.
UNITY BENEFIT CONCERT
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The Haitian Times and The Haitian Medical
Association Abroad present a Unity Benefit on Sunday,
May 17th from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. for more information call
(800) 865-2950.
COVID-19 TESTING IN FLATBUSH

We have a drive through and walk-in COVID-19
testing site in the 42nd Assembly District . You must make
an appointment before visiting the center or you will be turned
away. To make an appointment you must contact the NYS
Department of Health at 888-364-3065.

PEDIATRIC MULTI-SYSTEM

INFLAMMATORY SYNDROME
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Governor Cuomo announced that a new investigation is under
way regarding potential COVID-19 related cases in
children. Symptoms can be compared to Kawasaki disease
and toxic shock-like syndrome. The Department of Health
issued an advisory of what’s called the “ Pediatric MultiSystem
Inflammatory Syndrome,” and now requires healthcare
providers to immediately report all related cases. The
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene released a health
advisory detailing current findings.
• New Yorkers should seek immediate care if a child has:
• Prolonged fever (more than five days)
• Difficulty feeding (infants) or is too sick to drink
fluids
• Severe abdominal pain, diarrhea or vomiting

•
•
•
•
•

Change in skin color - becoming pale, patchy and/or
blue
Trouble breathing or is breathing very quickly
Racing heart or chest pain
Decreased amount of frequency in urine
Lethargy, irritability or confusion
THANK YOU ESSENTIAL WORKERS

During these unprecedented and difficult times, we thank
our essential workers who are serving on the front lines.
Today, we thank our Gas station workers for providing our
drivers and essential workers with the services they need to
reach their destination.
AVOID SCAMS
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Notify NYC: Beware of COVID-19 scams!
Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can
also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office by
filling out a complaint form.
NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220.
CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience
this, call 911.
SERVICES AND RESOURCES
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce,
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking
additional assistance. The list below will be updated
frequently.
It has information on the following categories:
• Employment Resources
• Food Assistance
• Health & Medical Assistance
• Financial Assistance
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care
• Other Assistance
Visit this website for resources.

NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want
to be assessed and get appointment for test (888-364-3065 ).
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692 ).
Volunteer to Support
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/c
ovid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers.
Free Internet Services:
Charter is offering free spectrum broadband and WiFi
access for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or
college students who do not already have Spectrum
broadband subscription. To enroll, call 844-488-8395 .
Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more
information visit here.
IMMIGRATION
• If you or a loved one is in need of free Immigration
assistance, please call CUNY Citizenship Now at 646664-9400 or text at 929-334-3784, Monday to Friday
from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Visit their website for more
information.
• Open Society Foundation has established
the Immigrant Emergency Relief Program which is
a $20 million fund that will provide 20,000
undocumented immigrants with a one-time monetary
emergency relief.
• $400/individual
• $800/couple or single parent with children
• $1,000/family with multiple adults and children
• for more information, click here.

SMALL BUSINESS
• The Federal Government is offering programs to support
small businesses:
• Paycheck Protection Program a loan that will
be forgiven if employees are retained on payroll for a
period of time. For more information, click here.
• Economic Injury Disaster Loan is a low interest
loan to cover expense beyond payroll costs. For
more information, click here.
• New York City Small Business Services has a host of other
services for small businesses including grant and loan
opportunities. For more information, click here.
In-District Businesses open/closed: Provided
by Flatbush Avenue BID and Church Avenue BID: Visit
Flatbush Avenue Business Directory here and Church Avenue
Business directory here. Businesses open/closed: Provided
by Flatbush Development Corporation: Visit Flatbush
Business Corridor Directory here. Includes businesses located
in:
• Cortelyou Road (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave)
• Coney Island Avenue (Cortelyou Road - Foster Ave)
• Newkirk Plaza
• Newkirk Avenue (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave)
• Foster Avenue (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave)
• Ditmas Park
WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE SICK WITH COVID-19

STAY INFORMED

Health officials are working tirelessly to protect public health
and contain this virus. And, as your representative in Albany, I
am working to ensure that our state is putting the health and
safety of our families first.
Remember COVID-19 can affect any community and we must
stand by one another during this time, not alienate, threaten or
discriminate against others.
For questions you can also reach out to the New York State’s
novel coronavirus hotline at 1-888-364-3065 . For continuous
updates, you can visit the following websites:
•
•

Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
World Health Organization (WHO)

The CDC also now has the option for you to sign up for weekly
updates on COVID-19.

New Yorkers Can Sign Up for Email Updates Here and Ask
Questions About COVID-19 Here
New Yorkers Can Find More Information About the New
COVID-19 Paid Sick Leave Law Here
Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering
Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the Chair of the
Subcommittee on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises
(MWBEs) , and serves on the following committees: Housing, Government Operations,
Education , Banks, Health, and Higher Education . She is also a member of the Task Force on
Women's Issues and sits on Governor Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and
Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force.
As a current Assemblymember, District Leader, and Chair of Brooklyn Democratic Party, Rodneyse
Bichotte has been an outspoken advocate on issues concerning immigration, education, economic
development, unemployment, education reform, health care access, senior citizen
centers, affordable housing, school safety, women's and LGBTQ rights , as well as other
issues affecting the quality of life in the community.

Learn more about
Rodneyse Bichotte by visiting her websites:
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte
and www.rodneysebichotte.net

STAY CONNECTED

