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Lisa Derrick: derrickl@nyassembly.gov
718-940-0428
New York to Allow Small Religious Gatherings

Amid Coronavirus Pandemic
Antibody Testing Reveals Higher Rate of COVID-19 Infection in Low Income and
Minority Communities; All 50 States Have Relaxed Restrictions; CDC Releases New
Guidance; and More!

NYS Confirmed: 354,370
NYS Deaths: 22,976
NYC Confirmed: 194,550
Brooklyn Confirmed: 52,889
NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO
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•

New York will allow religious gatherings of up to 10
people starting Thursday.

Attendees must wear masks and maintain social
distance.
• Drive-in and parking lot services will also be
allowed.
Governor Cuomo said the state's antibody testing survey
at churches in lower-income NYC communities of color
show 27% of individuals tested positive for COVID-19
antibodies.
• Here are the results of the church survey by
borough:
• Bronx: 34%
• Brooklyn: 29%
• Manhattan: 20%
• Queens: 25%
• Staten Island: 19%
• The state will expand the program
from 8 to 40 public housing sites across NYC.
• Cuomo said New York will partner with SOMOS to
establish 28 more sites.
• They will be in predominately minority
neighborhoods.
The state got 600 submissions to
the #WearAMaskNY contest
• There are 5 finalists.
• You can vote for a winner here.
•

•

•

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO
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Mayor de Blasio urges parents to get children vaccinated.
• Health department data shows the number of kids
getting vaccinated is down 63% overall.
• For children over age 2, it is down a
staggering 91%.
Data from NYC 311 shows that most complaints related
to violations of the city's face-covering rules are coming
from affluent areas of Manhattan and Brooklyn.
• About 4,000 people have reported violations since
the system began tracking about 3 weeks ago.
The city will be expanding testing for residents at
all 169 nursing homes.

On-site PCR tests will be available to all nursing
homes starting next week.
• Employees who test positive will have to stay home
for 14 days.
• To help with staff shortages, the city is
deploying 240 personnel. The surge staff will
fulfill staffing requests by the end of the week.
The city says there is sufficient PPE to last us through the
month.
• Once there is a 14-day supply, the city will begin
building a 90-day reserve supply, which de Blasio
hopes to have stockpiled by the end of the year.
•

•

NYC DAILY COVID-19 INDICATORS

New hospitalizations: 63 (up from 57)
ICU admissions: 483 (down from 492)
COVID-19 positive tests: 8% (down from 9%)
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
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•

•

Speaker Pelosi initiated a 45-day remote work period
so the House can use proxy voting.
• Meanwhile, Senator Mitch McConnell, the
majority leader, noted the Senate's ongoing presence
in Washington.
All 50 states have now eased restrictions and
are beginning to reopen.
World Health Organization
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•

Tedros Adhanom-Ghebreyesus, the director-general
of the World Health Organization (WHO), said more
cases have been reported to the agency in the last 24
hours than any time since the outbreak began.
• 106,000 cases were reported.
• Two-thirds of the reports came from
just 4 countries.
• Those countries are the United States,
Russia, Brazil and India.
Centers for Disease Control
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•

The CDC released a 60-page document with new
COVID-19 guidelines. Some highlights are:
• When a student tests positive, schools should
evaluate the risk and consider a brief dismissal of
about 2 to 5 days, to clean and disinfect the
building, coordinate with local health officials and
contact trace.
• Bar and restaurant owners should offer workers
at a higher risk of getting sick a job that limits
the person’s interaction with customers.
• Mass transit will need to adjust routes based on
levels of COVID-19 transmission.
• The coronavirus does not spread easily on surfaces
and objects.

•

The virus continues to spread primarily
from person to person.

Minority/Women-owned Business Enterprises

Mayor de Blasio announced the appointments of Gregg
Bishop , to serve as Senior Adviser for Small Business
COVID-19 Recovery; Jonnel Doris who will step into a new
role as Commissioner of Small Business Services;
and Magalie D. Austin , who will serve as Director of the
Mayor's Office of Women-owned Business Enterprise
(MWBE), replacing Jonnel.

Gregg Bishop

Jonnel Doris

Magalie D. Austin

MASK DISTRIBUTION
IN LITTLE HAITI FLATBUSH BROOKLYN

ALTERNATE-SIDE PARKING

Mayor de Blasio had announced that AlternateSide Parking was suspended through Sunday, May
17th. It resumed Monday, May 18th, and will
continue through Sunday, May 24th, to allow for a weeklong cleaning sweep of the city. Alternate-Side Parking will
be suspended again from Monday, May
25th, through Sunday, June 7th.
COVID-19 TESTING IN FLATBUSH

We have a drive through and walk-in COVID-19
testing site in the 42nd Assembly District . You must make
an appointment before visiting the center or you will be turned
away. To make an appointment you must contact the NYS
Department of Health at 888-364-3065.

MULTISYSTEM INFLAMMATORY SYNDROME IN
CHILDREN (MIS-C)
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Governor Cuomo announced that a new investigation is
underway regarding potential COVID-19 related cases in
children. Symptoms can be compared to Kawasaki disease
and toxic shock-like syndrome. The Department of Health
issued an advisory of what’s called the Multisystem
Inflammatory Syndrome in Children, or MIS-C, and
now requires health care providers to immediately
report all related cases. The Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene released a health advisory detailing current
findings.
• New Yorkers should seek immediate care if a child has:
• Prolonged fever (more than five days)
• Difficulty feeding (infants) or is too sick to drink
fluids
• Severe abdominal pain, diarrhea or vomiting
• Change in skin color - becoming pale, patchy and/or
blue

•
•
•
•

Trouble breathing or is breathing very quickly
Racing heart or chest pain
Decreased amount of frequency in urine
Lethargy, irritability or confusion
THANK YOU ESSENTIAL WORKERS

During these unprecedented and difficult times, we thank
our essential workers who are serving on the front lines.
Today, we thank our law enforcement officers for keeping
our communities safe.
AVOID SCAMS

Photo Credit: Pixabay/CDC

•
•

•
•

Notify NYC: Beware of COVID-19 scams!
Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can
also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office by
filling out a complaint form.
NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220.
CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience
this, call 911.
SERVICES AND RESOURCES
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce,
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking
additional assistance. The list below will be updated
frequently.
It has information on the following categories:
• Employment Resources
• Food Assistance
• Health & Medical Assistance
• Financial Assistance
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care
• Other Assistance
Visit this website for resources.

NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want
to be assessed and get appointment for test (888-364-3065 ).
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692 ).
Volunteer to Support
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/c
ovid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers.
Free Internet Services:
Charter is offering free spectrum broadband and WiFi
access for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or
college students who do not already have Spectrum
broadband subscription. To enroll, call 844-488-8395 .
Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more
information visit here.
IMMIGRATION
• If you or a loved one is in need of free immigration
assistance, please call CUNY Citizenship Now at 646664-9400 or text at 929-334-3784, Monday to Friday
from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Visit their website for more
information.
• Open Society Foundation has established
the Immigrant Emergency Relief Program which is
a $20 million fund that will provide 20,000
undocumented immigrants with a one-time monetary
emergency relief.
• $400/individual
• $800/couple or single parent with children
• $1,000/family with multiple adults and children
• for more information, click here.

SMALL BUSINESS
• The Federal Government is offering programs to support
small businesses:
• Paycheck Protection Program provides a loan
that will be forgiven if employees are retained on
payroll for a period of time. For more information,
click here.
• Economic Injury Disaster Loan is a low interest
loan to cover expense beyond payroll costs. For
more information, click here.
• New York City Small Business Services has a host of other
services for small businesses including grant and loan
opportunities. For more information, click here.
In-District Businesses open/closed provided
by Flatbush Avenue BID and Church Avenue BID: Visit
Flatbush Avenue Business Directory here and Church Avenue
Business directory here. Businesses open/closed list provided
by Flatbush Development Corporation: Visit Flatbush
Business Corridor Directory here. Includes businesses located
in:
• Cortelyou Road (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.)
• Coney Island Avenue (Cortelyou Road - Foster Ave.)
• Newkirk Plaza
• Newkirk Avenue (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.)
• Foster Avenue (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.)
• Ditmas Park
WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE SICK WITH COVID-19

STAY INFORMED

Health officials are working tirelessly to protect public health
and contain this virus. And, as your representative in Albany, I
am working to ensure that our state is putting the health and
safety of our families first.
Remember COVID-19 can affect any community and we must
stand by one another during this time, not alienate, threaten or
discriminate against others.
For questions you can also reach out to the New York State’s
novel coronavirus hotline at 1-888-364-3065 . For continuous
updates, you can visit the following websites:
•
•

Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
World Health Organization (WHO)

The CDC also now has the option for you to sign up for weekly
updates on COVID-19.

New Yorkers Can Sign Up for Email Updates Here and Ask
Questions About COVID-19 Here
New Yorkers Can Find More Information About the New
COVID-19 Paid Sick Leave Law Here
Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering
Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the Chair of the
Subcommittee on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises
(MWBEs) , and serves on the following committees: Housing, Government Operations,
Education , Banks, Health, and Higher Education . She is also a member of the Task Force on
Women's Issues and sits on Governor Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and
Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force.
As a current Assemblymember, District Leader, and Chair of Brooklyn Democratic Party, Rodneyse
Bichotte has been an outspoken advocate on issues concerning immigration, education, economic
development, unemployment, education reform, health care access, senior citizen
centers, affordable housing, school safety, women's and LGBTQ rights , as well as other
issues affecting the quality of life in the community.

Learn more about
Rodneyse Bichotte by visiting her websites:
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte
and www.rodneysebichotte.net

STAY CONNECTED

