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U.S. COVID-19 Infections Surpass 4 Million
Amid Coronavirus Pandemic
NYC Announces Landlord-Tenant Mediation Program; NYS Cracks Down on
Liquor Establishments Not Enforcing Safety Measures; and more!

NYS Confirmed: 409,697
NYS Deaths: 25,081
NYC Confirmed: 222,832
Brooklyn Confirmed: 61,752

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO
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Governor Cuomo announced that the state has
tested incarcerated individuals over age 55 and the
results show that 1.9% are positive for the virus.
The governor has asked the State Liquor Authority to
lead a task force and shut down establishments serving
alcohol that do not comply with safety standards issued by
the state.
After speaking with President Trump, the governor
announced that he does not believe the president will be
sending troops or federal police to New York City. Read
more here.
He also called on Mayor de Blasio to remove anti-cop
graffiti from New York City buildings.
NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO
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This week, the mayor and First Lady Chirlane
McCray announced a citywide landlord-tenant
mediation program to improve housing security.
• The program will serve hundreds of New Yorkers
each month by addressing rent-related issues in
a mediation setting, outside of the housing court
system, with a focus on hardest hit
communities.
• Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte said
about the program, "No one deserves to be evicted
from their home because of income lost as a result of
COVID-19." Read more here.
Mayor de Blasio today announced the launch of the NYC
Recovery Data Partnership with Open Call for data.
• Partner organizations including LinkedIn,
StreetEasy, Foursquare and others, are
providing data free-of-charge to bolster
understanding of how New Yorkers have been
impacted by Covid-19. Read more here.
The mayor also said that the decision about reopening
NYC schools won't be made until September. For more
information, read the story here.
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
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The U.S. passed 4 million known cases of COVID-19.
• Hospitalizations and deaths are also rising in 39
states.
The Trump administration announced a nearly $2
billion contract with Pfizer and a German partner,
CureVac, to make 100 million doses of a prospective
vaccine. Read more here.
• The vaccine is not approved by the Food and Drug
Administration. Read the story.
President Trump urged Americans to wear masks for
the first time on Tuesday. Read more here.
Senate Republicans plan to unveil a coronavirus relief
package next week, Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell announced today. Read more here.
NYC COOLING CENTERS
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NYC cooling centers open during expected high
temperatures and heat indices. Cooling centers are airconditioned facilities such as schools, libraries, community
centers, senior centers, and NYCHA facilities that are open to
the public during heat emergencies. To find your nearest
cooling center, call 311 or visit www.NYC.gov/beattheheat .
For more information, visit here .
NYC FOOD VENDORS
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Application deadline extended to July 27th
NYC Food Vendors may apply for GetFoodNYC Emergency
Food Assistance Program for Older Adults
• The city of New York is seeking emergency food vendors
to provide food assistance to older adults who lack access
and the economic means to reliable options for getting
food during the continuing pandemic. View the bid and,
the FAQ
• The Emergency Older Adult Food Access Program will
provide and deliver freshly prepared and culturallyappropriate meals to older adults who are at risk of
becoming or who are already food insecure.

Vendors must be capable of preparing, packing, and
delivering six-meal packs—either served fresh or
chilled/frozen—containing 3 lunches and 3
dinners to at least 600 older adults in their homes at
least two times a week. The minimum requirement for
delivery is 1,200, six-meal packs weekly. Meals must be
based on menus prepared for this program, and weekend
deliveries may be required.
• This solicitation seeks to fill a demand for general food
types, as well as specialty food types, including certified
Glatt Kosher, certified Halal, Pan-Asian, Latin, Spanish,
and vegetarian.
Bids must be submitted by 12 p.m. on July 27, 2020,
to nycfood@dsny.nyc.gov .
•

ALTERNATE-SIDE PARKING
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•

NYC Alternate Side Parking (ASP) is in effect.

•

Residential street sides will only be cleaned on the last
day indicated on an ASP sign. See the details and
calendar here. In addition parking meters remain in
effect.
COVID-19 TESTING IN FLATBUSH

We have a COVID-19 testing site in the 42nd Assembly
District . You must make an appointment before visiting the
center or you will be turned away. To make an
appointment you must contact the NYS Department of
Health at 888-364-3065.
MULTISYSTEM INFLAMMATORY SYNDROME IN
CHILDREN (MIS-C)
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Governor Cuomo announced that a new investigation is
underway regarding potential COVID-19 related cases in
children. Symptoms can be compared to Kawasaki disease
and toxic shock-like syndrome. The Department of Health
issued an advisory of what’s called the Multisystem
Inflammatory Syndrome in Children, or MIS-C, and
now requires health care providers to immediately
report all related cases. The Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene released a health advisory detailing current
findings.
• New Yorkers should seek immediate care if a child has:
• Prolonged fever (more than five days)
• Difficulty feeding (infants) or is too sick to drink
fluids
• Severe abdominal pain, diarrhea or vomiting
• Change in skin color - becoming pale, patchy and/or
blue
• Trouble breathing or is breathing very quickly
• Racing heart or chest pain
• Decreased amount of frequency in urine
• Lethargy, irritability or confusion
THANK YOU ESSENTIAL WORKERS

During these unprecedented and difficult times, we thank
our essential workers who are serving on the front lines.
Today, we thank our grocery store workers for remaining
available and allowing us to get our needed groceries.
COMPLETE THE 2020 CENSUS

As we face unprecedented challenges in the fight against
COVID-19, we must remember to complete the 2020
Census . The census asks just 10 simple questions that can be
answered in just a few minutes online by visiting here or by
calling 844-330-2020.
AVOID SCAMS
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Notify NYC: Beware of COVID-19 scams!
Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can
also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office by
filling out a complaint form.
NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220.
CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience
this, call 911.
SERVICES AND RESOURCES
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce,
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking
additional assistance. The list below will be updated
frequently.

It has information on the following categories:
• Employment Resources
• Food Assistance
• Health & Medical Assistance
• Financial Assistance
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care
• Other Assistance
Visit this website for resources.
NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want
to be assessed and get appointment for test (888-364-3065 ).
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692 ).
Volunteer to Support
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/c
ovid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers.
Free Internet Services:
Charter is offering free spectrum broadband and WiFi
access for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or
college students who do not already have Spectrum
broadband subscription. To enroll, call 844-488-8395 .
Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more
information visit here.
FreshDirect meals:
Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams in partnership
with FreshDirect is providing free food packages. Each box
contains the following:
• Rice, 2 bags, 16oz
• Pasta, 2 boxes, 16oz
• Canned beans, 2 cans, 10-16oz
• Canned Meat/Fish, 2 cans, 3 to 5 oz
• Canned Vegetable, 2 cans, 8 to 15 oz
• Raisins / Dry Fruit, 4 boxes, 2 oz per box
• Cereal/Oatmeal, 1 Box, 10 to 20 oz
• Milk / Milk Substitute, 1 container, 32 oz
• Corn, 2 ears
• 2 Potatoes
• 1 Onion
• 1 Carrot
• Orange / Apple, 2 in total

The packages will arrive by FreshDirect vehicles to locations
listed here . If you have any questions, call (718) 802-3700.
Adult Education: Access to free adult education programs
are accessible starting July 6th to August 14th. Register by
calling 917-612-7831 or emailing here.

IMMIGRATION
• If you or a loved one is in need of free immigration
assistance, please call CUNY Citizenship Now at 646664-9400 or text at 929-334-3784, Monday to Friday

•

from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Visit their website for more
information.
Open Society Foundation has established
the Immigrant Emergency Relief Program which is
a $20 million fund that will provide 20,000
undocumented immigrants with a one-time monetary
emergency relief.
• $400/individual
• $800/couple or single parent with children
• $1,000/family with multiple adults and children
• for more information, click here.

SMALL BUSINESS
• The Federal Government is offering programs to support
small businesses:
• Paycheck Protection Program provides a loan
that will be forgiven if employees are retained on
payroll for a period of time. For more information,
click here.
• Economic Injury Disaster Loan is a low interest
loan to cover expense beyond payroll costs. For
more information, click here.
• New York City Small Business Services has a host of other
services for small businesses including grant and loan
opportunities. For more information, click here.
In-District Businesses open/closed provided
by Flatbush Avenue BID and Church Avenue BID: Visit
Flatbush Avenue Business Directory here and Church Avenue
Business directory here. Businesses open/closed list provided
by Flatbush Development Corporation: Visit Flatbush
Business Corridor Directory here . Includes businesses located
in:
• Cortelyou Road (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.)
• Coney Island Avenue (Cortelyou Road - Foster Ave.)
• Newkirk Plaza
• Newkirk Avenue (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.)
• Foster Avenue (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.)
• Ditmas Park
WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE SICK WITH COVID-19

STAY INFORMED

Health officials are working tirelessly to protect public health
and contain this virus. And, as your representative in Albany, I
am working to ensure that our state is putting the health and
safety of our families first.
Remember COVID-19 can affect any community and we must
stand by one another during this time, not alienate, threaten or
discriminate against others.
For questions you can also reach out to the New York State’s
novel coronavirus hotline at 1-888-364-3065 . For continuous
updates, you can visit the following websites:
•
•

Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
World Health Organization (WHO)

The CDC also now has the option for you to sign up for weekly
updates on COVID-19.

New Yorkers Can Sign Up for Email Updates Here and Ask
Questions About COVID-19 Here
New Yorkers Can Find More Information About the New
COVID-19 Paid Sick Leave Law Here
Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering
Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the Chair of the
Subcommittee on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises
(MWBEs) , and serves on the following committees: Housing, Government Operations,
Education , Banks, Health, and Higher Education . She is also a member of the Task Force on

Women's Issues and sits on Governor Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and
Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force.
As a current Assemblymember, District Leader, and Chair of Brooklyn Democratic Party, Rodneyse
Bichotte has been an outspoken advocate on issues concerning immigration, education, economic
development, unemployment, education reform, health care access, senior citizen
centers, affordable housing, school safety, women's and LGBTQ rights , as well as other
issues affecting the quality of life in the community.

Learn more about
Rodneyse Bichotte by visiting her websites:
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte
and www.rodneysebichotte.net

STAY CONNECTED

