LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR 2017
The State Legislature in Albany deals with hundreds of
topics for a state with an extraordinary diversity of people
and geography and a budget of over $150 billion. Here are a
few of the issues I will be focusing on in 2017. I would value
knowing your views on these and other issues. Please write
to me at GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov.
School Aid Increase Long Overdue
Over a decade ago, the State Court of Appeals ruled
that New York State was not providing enough funding for
elementary and secondary schools to provide the quality
education required by the State Constitution. Governors
(four since the ruling) and the Legislature have still not met
the standard – which now would require over $4 billion in
additional funding.
It takes more than money to provide good schools, but
we cannot serve our students without adequate funding. Gov.
Cuomo’s new budget proposal offers more school aid, but
not nearly enough. This must be a top priority in the 2017
state budget.
LGBT Rights
New York has made great progress on LGBT rights,
including recognizing same-sex marriage in 2011.
But transgender New Yorkers are still not recognized
in the state’s Human Rights Law or protected under our
Hate Crimes Law. The State Division of Human Rights has
said the law against discrimination based on sex include
discrimination based on gender expression or identity (e.g.,
being transgender). But a future governor could try to change
that. We should enact my bill, the Gender Expression NonDiscrimination Act (GENDA), to make it the law. It would
also extend the Hate Crimes Law to include crimes motivated
by the victim’s gender expression or identity. Violence against
transgender people is a serious and growing problem. The
Assembly has passed my bill many times. We must all continue
to fight to get it passed in the State Senate.
New York also needs to revise our laws on surrogate
parenting and adoption, especially relating to same-sex
couples, including legislation sponsored by State Senator
Brad Hoylman.
Clean Government
Wrongdoing by public officials deprives all of us of what
good government should provide.
Big money in election campaigns is the most serious
corrosive force in politics all across the country. The State
Assembly has repeatedly passed bills I have co-sponsored
to reduce campaign contribution levels, increase disclosure,
provide public campaign financing (so people can run for
office without having to be wealthy or get support from
PACs or rich people), eliminate loopholes (like the “LLC
loophole”) that allow people to get around contribution
limits, and tighten the law so campaign contributions are
not used for personal expenses.
I support eliminating outside employment for legislators.
I have a law license, but I do not practice law or have any job
other than serving you. That should be the rule.
We have enacted laws to increase disclosure of the financial
interests of all elected officials, and should do more. We also
need stronger enforcement of the laws requiring disclosure
and punishing wrongdoing. These are just a few of the actions
we need to take.
Paid Sick Days –
An Idea Whose Time Has Come
Workers should be able to take paid time off to care for
themselves or others in the event of illness or injury, without
fear of retribution in the workplace. In 2016, New York State
enacted a paid family leave bill, so workers can care for a sick
family member or newborn or newly adopted child. But that
law doesn’t cover a worker’s own illness.
In 2014, Mayor Bill de Blasio and the New York City
Council enacted paid sick days for workers in New York City.

Under the City law, employers with five or more workers must
provide paid sick leave to employees who work more than 80
hours a calendar year in New York City.
Employers with fewer than five workers must provide
unpaid sick leave, and employers with one or more domestic
worker employees who have worked for the employer for at
least a year, and who work more than 80 hours a calendar
year, must provide paid sick leave. The law is working well
in New York City.
Unfortunately, many workers outside New York City do
not have paid sick leave available to them, particularly parttime employees and workers in low-income occupations. I’m
supporting the bill introduced by Assembly Member Diana
Richardson of Brooklyn for a statewide paid sick leave law.
Red-Light Cameras
We must reduce traffic injuries and deaths. A key tool is
issuing tickets based on photos of the license plates of cars
going through red lights or speeding. New York City has some
of those cameras, but we need many more.
The cameras require authorization from Albany because
state law ordinarily requires a traffic ticket to be issued by
an officer witnessing the offense. The Legislature has strictly
limited their number and location. I believe the law should
give the City full authority to install these life-saving cameras.
We also need stronger enforcement of traffic laws with
respect to bicycle riders.
Tenant Protection; Affordable Housing;
Homelessness
Many developers and landlords are stepping up efforts to
force tenants out of their homes to make way for higher-paying
tenants or buyers. My community office sees increasing cases
of landlord harassment, including doing illegal construction
work and demolition in occupied buildings.
We need stronger enforcement of tenant protection laws,
stronger rent and housing laws, and stronger requirements
that developers include truly affordable housing in new
construction.
We have more homeless people as we lose affordable
housing to gentrification. The State ended funding to the
City for rent assistance to help homeless people move into
permanent housing. Mayor de Blasio and the City Council
have dramatically increased City funding for rent assistance
and legal services to prevent evictions. I believe the State
must do much more.

TENANTS RALLIED AT THE STATE CAPITOL In Albany to support
Assembly Member Linda Rosenthal’s bill to strengthen the Illegal
Hotel Law by outlawing advertising an apartment for illegal hotel
use. Assembly Member Deborah Glick also spoke at the rally. I
was the author of the 2010 Illegal Hotel Law, along with State Sen.
Liz Krueger. Rosenthal’s bill passed and was signed into law by
Gov. Cuomo.

Responding to Washington Health Policy Threats

The new administration in Washington and Congress are
The new administration’s views on medical marijuana are
talking about making radical sweeping changes that could unknown. But the proposed new Attorney General, Sen. Jeff
reduce access to affordable health care for millions of New Sessions, has been vehemently hostile to marijuana.
Yorkers, cost New York State billions of dollars a year in
We need to try to protect the federal policies and programs
federal funds, destabilize health care providers, and drastically we depend on, and respond if damaging changes are made.
undermine our rights.
Repealing the Affordable Care Act would mean
drastically cutting our federal matching money for a
MTA Proposing Park Avenue
large part of Medicaid and eliminating the funding
Construction in Murray Hill
we get for the new Essential Plan, moving over
The MTA wants to build an emergency ventilation plant (EVP)
250,000 people back to Medicaid. These actions
for the 4/5/6 subway lines below the street bed of Park Ave. between
would cost New York billions of dollars a year.
the 33rd St. and Grand Central subway stations. It says work would
Converting federal funding for Medicaid into a
take place in the northbound lanes of Park Ave., either between E.
“block grant” will inevitably mean substantially
36th and E. 38th Streets or between E. 37th and E. 39th Streets.
less federal funding to New York. These cuts will
The MTA argues that the EVP is necessary for passengers’ safety
force New York to make up for the lost revenue by
because the stretch between 33rd Street and Grand Central is one
cutting programs (usually health care and education,
of the longest unventilated segments of the entire subway system,
as they make up about 75-80% of the state budget)
and on the most crowded subway line in the nation.
or raising taxes.
Murray Hill residents have been plagued by traffic and noise
Privatizing Medicare – turning it over entirely to
from various construction projects, including the massive East Side
insurance companies – and other cuts in Medicare
Access project, for many years. Many question whether the EVP
would reduce access to care and choice of provider,
is truly necessary, and if the EVP can be built in a way that causes
and could destabilize hospitals, doctors and other
less traffic and less noise and air pollution.
providers.
The public will have an opportunity to comment on the proposed
The right to make your own reproductive care
project at a public hearing once the MTA releases its Final Scoping
decisions and access to services are severely at risk.
Document, which is expected to be issued early in 2017, and its
See the article “Health Policy – a Lot at Stake in
Draft Environmental Impact (DEIS) statement, which is expected
2017” in this Newsletter.
to be issued in the spring. The public hearing will be held following
Federal laws and regulations that protect the
the release of the DEIS.
rights and safety of nursing home residents and
home care patients could be gutted.

Combating Heroin and Opioid Abuse

Earlier this year I joined Governor Andrew Cuomo, a bipartisan contingent of State
legislators, and hundreds of New Yorkers for the signing of a package of legislation
to combat heroin and opioid abuse.
The new laws, which I helped write as Chair of the Assembly Health Committee,
will let patients begin treatment before getting insurance company authorization; make
insurance companies comply with objective, State-approved guidelines when evaluating
patient needs; fund more beds and treatment slots; and increase the availability of
naloxone, which can help reverse the effects of an overdose, and require insurance to
cover its cost. Another new law – a bill Assembly Member Linda Rosenthal sponsored
and I co-sponsored for several years – also requires doctors and other providers to get
periodic updating education about pain management, palliative care, and drug abuse.
New Yorkers who need help treating alcohol or substance abuse can contact the
NYS Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services by calling 1-877-8-HOPENY,
texting HOPENY (467369), or going online to www.oasas.ny.gov/accesshelp.

Hudson River Park Trust Honor
One of the things I’m proudest of in my work in the Legislature is having been
the Assembly sponsor of the 1998 Hudson River Park Act, which I co-authored
with former State Senator Franz Leichter.
In October, I was touched to be honored by the Friends of Hudson River
Park at its annual benefit gala along with actor Matthew Broderick and Paula
Madoff of Goldman Sachs. Attendees at the event mingled with prominent New
Yorkers like Sarah Jessica Parker and Martha Stewart and were entertained by
emcee Harry Connick, Jr. and singer CeeLo Green.
The park legislation helped realize the dream of building a park on Manhattan’s
Hudson River waterfront. The result is even greater than anyone hoped at the time.
The Friends of Hudson River Park does extraordinary work raising money
and community support for the Park.

The Broken Presidential Election Process

Once again, the presidential candidate receiving the
most votes failed to gain a majority in the Electoral College.
It’s got to be changed. A national popular vote would be a
far better system for the presidential election. New York is
helping make that happen.
In 2014, New York passed a law to join the National
Popular Vote Interstate Compact (NPVIC). This means New
York State’s Electoral College votes will go to the candidate

who receives a nationwide majority of the popular vote,
if states representing a majority of the Electoral College
enact the same law.
The NPVIC would create a national popular vote system
even without an amendment to the U.S. constitution. Ten
other states and the District of Columbia have already passed
laws joining the compact.

Health Policy – a Lot at Stake in 2017

As chair of the Assembly Health Committee, I work on
a host of critical health policy issues that affect the health
and health care of all of us. New York will likely have to
deal with a long list of radical damaging actions from the
Trump administration and Congress. At this point we don’t
know what many of the cuts and other changes will be and
what actions the state will be able to take to protect New
Yorkers. See the article “Responding to Washington Health
Policy Threats” in this Newsletter.
Medical Marijuana
The 2014 law allowing medical use of marijuana (which
I sponsored) created a very restricted program that was
insisted on by Gov. Cuomo.
But now the Health Department is expanding the
program by licensing more companies to produce and
dispense medical marijuana, and has added chronic pain
to the list of what medical marijuana may be used for.
(Some of the other medical conditions that should be added
are: post-traumatic stress disorder, rheumatoid arthritis,
Alzheimer's, traumatic brain injury, dystonia, muscular
dystrophy, wasting syndrome, and lupus.) New rules will
allow a dispensary to deliver to a patient (as pharmacies
can), allow companies to produce more forms of product,
and allow one company to buy medical marijuana wholesale
from another company.
I am sponsoring bills to make other changes to expand
the program.
Prescription Drug Prices
Several recent examples of outrageous cases of drug
companies setting and raising drug prices have renewed
calls for action to control drug prices. With little likelihood
of help from Washington, states like New York should act.
I support having the state regulate prices for at least
some drugs, although that is politically difficult to enact
and constitutionally complicated to design.
Governor Cuomo is proposing to change the way
Medicaid negotiates drug prices with manufacturers. I’ve
been arguing that for years, and I’ve proposed legislation to
do that. It’s good that the Governor is advancing a proposal
to fix that system.
My bill would have Medicaid negotiate drug prices for
the whole Medicaid program. Today each Medicaid managed
care plan negotiates on its own. The state has much more
bargaining clout than any one health plan.
My bill would also let insurance companies buy their
drugs through the state’s bargaining process. That would
give Medicaid more bargaining leverage and lower insurance
premiums.
This year I was part of the workgroup of the National
Academy for State Health Policy that produced various
proposals states can pursue for controlling drug prices.
You can find the report at www.nashp.org. The report has
attracted considerable interest nationwide.
Reproductive Health Act
The U.S. Supreme Court will very likely soon have
a majority of judges who oppose protecting reproductive
choice. This makes it more important than ever for New
York to pass the Reproductive Health Act, which would
strengthen New York’s guarantees of reproductive choice.
We can also expect actions from the Trump
administration and Congress to eliminate federal support
for family planning services. A new Supreme Court could
not only overturn Roe v. Wade (which would leave New
York’s legal abortion law in place), but could go further
and outlaw some or all abortion.
As chair of the Assembly Health Committee, protecting
reproductive choice is always one of my highest priorities.
One of the Assembly’s first actions this session was to pass
the bill, sponsored by Assembly Member Deborah Glick,
many others, and me to strengthen our abortion law.
Home Care and Nursing Home Care
Recent reports by State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli
and others again raise serious concerns about the quality and

safety of care in our nursing homes, the lack of adequate
home care being provided by Medicaid, and the availability
of enough home care workers to serve the patients who
depend on them. The Assembly Health Committee is holding
hearings, and I will follow up with legislative and budget
proposals.
NY Health Act – “Improved Medicare for All”
Our health coverage system is rigged against working
people and their families. It’s a major obstacle to getting
care and family financial stability. The cost can be over 25%
of a median-income family’s income, and health care is not
a luxury you can live without.
And the problems are going to get worse. As Washington
moves to dismantle the Affordable Care Act, privatize
Medicare, give more power to insurance companies, and
cut Medicaid, millions of New Yorkers will have less access
to affordable health care.
It doesn’t have to be that way in New York.
The New York Health Act is my bill to provide complete
universal health coverage (called “single payer” or “improved
Medicare for all”), eliminate financial barriers to care, and
let people go to the doctor and hospital of their choice.
Instead of regressive premiums, deductibles, co-pays and
out-of-network charges, it would be funded fairly through
broad-based taxes based on ability to pay.
The Assembly passed the bill in 2015 and 2016. In
2017, we will continue to work to build public support so
it can ultimately pass the Senate.
The government needs to respond to the economic needs
of working and middle class people. The New York Health
Act is a key action we can take.
“End the Epidemic” Efforts
A state task force produced a powerful agenda for
ending the HIV epidemic in New York, with expanded
testing, education and outreach, plus improved treatment
and services. During the 2016 session we increased funding
and streamlined HIV testing so more people will get tested
for HIV. In 2017 we need to enact more of that agenda,
including enabling minors to consent to HIV prevention
and treatment and protecting people who possess clean
needles and condoms.

Advocates for people with HIV came to Albany calling for steps
to end the HIV epidemic in NY, including safer access to clean
needles and funding for supportive housing.

Drinking Water Quality
New York has contaminated drinking water in the
upstate village of Hoosick Falls, Newburgh, Long Island and
other areas. In September, as chair of the Assembly Health
Committee, I held public hearings on the problem, with the
Senate Health Committee and the Assembly and Senate
Environmental Conservation Committees. The hearings
made it clear that New York State agencies did not set
adequate health standards for chemical contamination, alert
the public about contamination early enough, or implement
public health measures promptly enough. I believe the NY
State Health and Environmental Conservation Departments
have learned from the experience and from our hearings.
In the Legislature, we are now reviewing what new State
laws are necessary, and will work to enact any needed changes.

Assembly Member Richard Gottfried Reports to the Community
Dear Neighbor,
I wish you all a healthy and happy new year.
While many of us feel discouraged and frustrated by
the results of the Presidential election, we need to work
toward positive change and fight against injustice and for the
causes we believe in. America faces great challenges now. A
legislative newsletter may not engage in partisan politics. But
the policies expected from the Trump administration threaten
to undermine programs and protections for education, health
care, labor, the environment, transportation, human rights,
civil liberties and a host of other things vital to New Yorkers.
We must all work in every way we can to protect our people.
Our state will likely lose billions of dollars in federal
aid. We will fight against those cuts. But we also need to be
prepared to replace that lost aid.
New York’s success depends on our extraordinary assets
– including an educated workforce, diversity, culture, health
care, and mass transit. Keeping those assets strong – and
making sure every New Yorker has a fair chance to lead a full
life – requires public spending. And in fairness, the necessary

taxes must be based on ability to pay. I have always fought
for these values in Albany and in our community. As your
Assembly Member, my job is not just in Albany. One of my
most important jobs is helping to solve problems for people
in our community.
I look forward to hearing your comments and suggestions
on legislative issues and community problems.
I work for you full-time, year-round, in Albany and in
the neighborhood. I am a lawyer, but I do not maintain a
private practice. I don’t work as an employee or consultant
or run a business on the side. My only job is working for you.
My Community Office at 242 West 27th Street, 212-8077900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov – is here to serve you.
If you are having a problem with a government agency,
your landlord, a utility, etc., or if your block association or
other group needs my help or would like me to come to a
meeting, or if there is any other way I can help, please call
or e-mail.

Ayuda en español
Mi oficina de la Comunidad está localizada en el 242 West 27th
Street, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov, y estamos
aquí para servirle. Varios de mis empleados hablan español. Si
usted está teniendo problemas con su casero, alguna agencia del
gobierno, Con Edison, servicios públicos, etc., podemos ayudarlo.
Llámenos al 212-807-7900. Estamos abierto de lunes a jueves.

Sincerely,

Richard N. Gottfried
Assembly Member

Denied SCRIE or DRIE Benefit Renewal?

Several thousand people who were getting Senior Citizen or Disability Rent Increase Exemptions (SCRIE or DRIE) were
wrongly denied renewals. They will be getting letters from the City Dept. of Finance in early 2017 telling them how to get
their benefits restored. If you or someone you know needs help applying for the renewal or to find out if you are eligible,
call my Community Office at 212-807-7900 or email us at GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov.
Thanks to JASA for the legal action that got the City to do this.

Assembly Member

Richard
Gottfried’s
Winter 2017
Report to the Community

Please rush:
dated material
Este boletín está disponible en español.

Planning for L Train Shutdown

Starting in January 2019, the MTA will be rebuilding the 14th Street
L line’s “Canarsie tunnel” under the East River, which suffered severe
damage during Superstorm Sandy in 2012. The project will take at least
18 months, during which there will be no subway service on the L line,
which carries about 400,000 riders every day. This will have a major
impact on riders and on vehicle and pedestrian traffic as people use other
ways to travel.
I have joined with other elected officials representing neighborhoods
affected by the L train shutdown to urge the MTA and the NYC Dept.
of Transportation to study alternative travel such as reserving lanes of
14th Street for buses. It is important to address the needs of seniors and
persons with permanent or temporary disabilities, Access-A-Ride users;
maintaining access for deliveries and other vehicles serving businesses
along 14th Street; the impact on other streets; maintaining safe access
to local health care facilities like doctors’ offices and the Mt. Sinai Beth
Israel Care Center at Union Square.

“L” TRAIN SHUTDOWN:
Protecting Local Residents and Businesses

COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS
with the MTA and NYC Dept. of Transportation
THURS., FEB. 9 • 7:00 - 9:00 P.M.
Town and Village Synagogue
334 East 14th St. (between First and Second Aves.)

THURS., FEB. 23 • 7:00 - 9:00 P.M.
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church
328 West 14th St.
(between Eighth and Ninth Aves.)

