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We did it—we recently passed a $254 billion dollar New York State budget! As we work tirelessly to ensure every New Yorker is cared
for, we're also fighting to protect our fundamental human rights. Just a few months into the year, the Trump administration has already
launched attacks on those rights, slashed vital social services, and destabilized our economy. But here in New York, we fight back.

We're celebrating transformative victories in this year's budget that prioritize working families, public health, and our shared future. The
budget delivers universal school meals for all students, critical investments in reproductive health, maternal care, and Medicaid, and
expanded support for small businesses, workers, and job training programs. It secures funding for housing access, eviction defense, and
long-overdue NYCHA repairs, alongside new resources for community safety and gun violence prevention. We also won investments in
environmental justice initiatives, affordable child care, and dedicated funds for the MTA Capital Plan. And for our students and families,
the budget includes free tuition at CUNY and SUNY for select degree programs for students ages 25-55 years old. These wins are a
testament to the power of organizing and the values we fight for every day: equity, dignity, and justice for all New Yorkers.

There's still more to do—and | won't stop fighting for a safer, more livable, and more affordable New York. Though | am in Albany during
the legislative session through June, my office is always here for you.
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BUDGET WINS!

I AM ADVOCATING FOR POLICIES THAT ADDRESS

AFFORDABILITY FOR ALL NEW YORKERS,
INCLUDING: -
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e IMPROVED FOUNDATION AID FORMULA FOR
NYC SCHOOLS _
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In order to continue to invest in our children, we are
committed to fully funding the NYC School Foundation
Aid formula and | have successfully advocated for
additional resources for English-language learners.
MLLJAMeJALu;;cLﬂ\AL|‘_gJMY\ dm\y‘_és
&) 2 52 Aida w2l (Foundation Aid) dsslu) 45 saall
4451.-.4‘}(\ J_)\}d\ ‘)ﬁych.uu‘)mbda‘fu\} s)m\S)u}u
Ao alaayt ARl GA,:\AS
e CUNY AND SUNY INVESTMENTS
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To address equity in higher education, we are investing
in free tuition for CUNY and SUNY Community College
students ages 25-55 who pursue select associate degrees.
We also secured more than $2 billion to fix and modernize
CUNY and SUNY buildings and | campuses.
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e NYCHA CAPITAL FUNDING, UPGRADES &
HOUSING VOUCHERS
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To ensure our neighbors who live in NYCHA have dignified
housing, we earmarked $200 million as well as an
additional $30 million for mold and asbestos rehab and
$20 million for lead abatement. We included an additional
$50 million to cover maintenance costs, and we also
allocated $50 million for a pilot project for the Housing
Access Voucher Program for people who are unhoused or
at risk of homelessness. »
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e INFLATION REBATE CHECKS + CHILD TAX CREDITS
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To ease the burden of the higher costs of everyday necessities, we
enacted an Inflation Refund rebate check program, granting New
York taxpayers between $150 to $400, depending on income based
on tax year 2023 and filing status. We're also celebrating $1,000
for child tax credits under the expanded Empire Child Tax Credit
Program. This means money in your pocket!
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ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR AN INFLATION
REBATE CHECK?

¢ $400 FOR MARRIED FILERS WITH COMBINED
INCOME OF UP TO $150K

¢ $300 FOR MARRIED FILERS WITH COMBINED
INCOME BETWEEN $150K-$300K

¢ $200 FOR SINGLE FILERS WITH INCOME UP
TO $75K

e $150 FOR SINGLE FILERS WITH INCOME
BETWEEN $75K-$150K

J FILED IT-201 NEW YORK STATE
RESIDENT INCOME TAX RETURN

WERE NOT CLAIMED AS A DEPENDENT
ON ANOTHER TAXPAYER’S RETURN
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e RELIEF FOR WORKING FAMILIES
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With the rising cost of living straining the budgets of everyday
New Yorkers, | fought for meaningful relief for families. We
established a Birth Allowance program to support new mothers with
a one-time $1,800 payment to help cover the costs of newborn care.
Additionally, we successfully secured $2.2 billion to expand access to
affordable child care, enabling New Yorkers to continue providing for
their families.
d)ﬁﬁu&m\yuww\uﬂ&tw_ﬂuy \).EJ
Jﬁj yﬂdﬂ;ﬁ\d@wﬁﬁd}\wuﬂgm ‘;M\
o‘)dﬂjé.m.lj&aj\ u\.g.a‘ﬁ\ r‘a.cﬂ bdy)j‘ u\.mm;.a]ha\.\‘).}wj
Mb)d&m‘;o&wah\‘,bﬂcﬁﬁjy‘p1 800
oMy dae o Jpasll 8 Uans asd el ) A8l 245l
deu.b‘!\ MLG‘)‘_A\ d).u.a‘gj\ M\SA\ e.».u)-\s JYJJ JL‘L‘ZZ
@y\ﬂb\%\fwd‘)yyu\suu&w ¢4al<l)




IN THE COMMUNITY

Celebrating an Inclusive Community

Making the MTA More Affordable

The St. Pats for All Parade in
Woodside embodies the spirit of
inclusion, celebrating Irish heritage
while welcoming everyone. As the
first LGBTQ+ inclusive St. Patrick's
Day parade, it's a powerful reminder
that tradition and progress go hand
in hand. I'm proud to have marched
for many years and was thrilled to
joinmy colleagues in government to
kick off this wonderful celebration.
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We joined advocates and community leaders in Astoria to celebrate the signing
of my bill with Senator Gianaris to include the Middle Eastern and North African
(MENA) community in New York's demographic data. Thank you to the “Count
MENA In!" coalition and Malikah for your powerful leadership.
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SelfHelp Community Services

| had the joy of visiting the
Boulevard Gardens NORC
(Naturally Occurring Retirement
Community) SelfHelp Community
Services program, where | spent
time with older adults and joined

> . in on a beautiful 'Life Story’
activity. A special thank you to Karen and Petra from SelfHelp for their wonderful
work!
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Thank You to our Neighbors!

A huge thanks to all our neighbors and young people who came through for
a successful community
cleanup along Northern
Boulevard in Jackson
Heights! Special shoutout
to the Jackson Heights
Beautification Group for
their partnership and
dedication to this work.
When we come together,
we make a real difference!
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We teamed up
with the offices
of  Assembly
Members Catalina
Cruz and Steven
Raga to help
neighbors sign up
for the Fair Fares
NYC program at
the 74th St Station.
I'm excited we were
ableto help eligible
residents sign up
for a discounted
MetroCard. Lowering costs for everyday working New Yorkers is a priority for me.
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In March, | was excited to
cut the ribbon on about
17,000 square feet of new
sidewalks, pedestrian
ramps, and ADA curb
cuts outside of NYCHA
Woodside with the office
of Council Member Won
and the Woodside Tenants
Association. This important
project was part of a $8.8
Million initiative for the
Department of Transportation (DOT) to install sidewalks, adjacent curbs,
and pedestrian ramps throughout Queens. Our neighbors deserve safe and

walkable streets.
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Meeting PS 149's City Year AmeriCorps 2025 Cohort

| had the pleasure of
returning to PS 149 to
meet with the City Year
AmeriCorps members
that provide vital
afterschool programs,
classroom support,
and social-emotional
learning for our young
scholars. Thank you to
the incredible team at City Year, Principal Hernandez, and the educators at PS

149 for all you do to uplift and empower our future leaders!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

In case of inclement weather, please call our office at (718) 457-0384 for rain dates.
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End of School Year Celebration

Join me and my team for my annual End of School Year o528 (ol oAl alall Ay (o sid) sl & &) 8l ) geniadl
Celebration on Thursday, June 26 from 2:00pm - 3:30pm in 3:30 el > 1 0eka 2:00 el (e« 5153 26 (381 sall (et
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Free Electronic Waste Recycling

Please call our office to make an appointment to drop off A5 iSIY) el aled Jal (e 20 50 paal L€y JadV) o
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Lookout for our annual backpack
giveaway information by signing up for
the newsletter! See how below.
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To Sign Up for Our Weekly E-Newsletter, Please Email Us at
gonzalezrojasj@nyassembly.gov.
Please write "Add to Email" in the subject line.

Our Offices da gida Uil
A4l e 01 e B Are O.pen for sl ?“m
a1 oy e (o2 it 2l Constituent -

Services Omalill

FOR AN APPOINTMENT, KINDLY CONTACT US AT: \fb L Jlaty) (D 5 j;;}
. (718) 457-0384 . (718) 457-0384
& gonzalezrojasj@nyassembly.gov & gonzalezrojasj@nyassembly.gov

@ www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Jessica-Gonzalez-Rojas e www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Jessica-Gonzalez-Rojas
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