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 NYS Launches Small Business Lease Assistance 
Partnership Program 

 
Amid Coronavirus Pandemic 

 
D75 Students Return To In-person Learning; Kindergarten 

Applications Are Open; Mayor Launches 2021 Student Achievement 
Plan; NYS Suspends Additional Liquor Licenses; and More! 

 

NYS Confirmed: 733,064 

NYS Deaths: 27,404 

NYC Confirmed: 344,344 

Brooklyn Confirmed: 98,045 
 

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO 
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• Governor Cuomo launched the New York Forward 
Small Business Lease Assistance Partnership. 

• This program will provide small businesses and their 
landlords with informational resources and pro 
bono assistance. 

• This service is available to all New York State small 
businesses and landlords, and participation is 
voluntary. Read more here. 

• The New York State Liquor Authority suspended liquor 
licenses for 36 additional bars and restaurants in New 
York Stat. 

• The total number of liquor licenses suspended 
during the coronavirus pandemic is 279. 

• In total, 1,867 charges have been filed against bars 
and restaurants for violating rules. Read more here. 

• The governor congratulated SUNY Upstate Medical on 
its number one ranking COVID-19 saliva test by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration for detecting the 
virus in its earliest stages. 

• The governor announced that NYS is 
adding 25% additional hospital beds. 

• NYS will also renew the registration for nurses and 
doctors to ensure a backup staff pool. Read 
more here. 

• Governor Cuomo sent a letter to Department of Health 
and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar requesting a fair 
and equitable federal vaccination program. Read the 
letter here. 

 

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO 
 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-launch-new-york-forward-small-business-lease-assistance-partnership
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-36-additional-establishments-liquor-licenses-suspended-egregious
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/video-audio-photos-rush-transcript-governor-cuomo-directs-state-department-health-begin
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-issues-letter-secretary-health-and-human-services-urging-equity-and-expeditious
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• Mayor de Blasio stated that on Thursday, December 
10th, District 75 special education students returned to in-
person learning. 

• The mayor announced the launch of the 2021 Student 
Achievement Plan to close the COVID-19 achievement 
gap in NYC schools. 

• The plan will lay out the foundations to improve the 
education of students in the new year. 

• NYC Chancellor Richard A. Carranza stated that the 
path to move forward in the new school year includes: 

• getting a baseline of what ground NYC schools lost; 
• increasing high quality digital curriculum available 

for every single school; 
• launching a one-stop digital learning hub; 
• deepening professional development; 
• expanding the "Parent University; and 
• confronting the trauma and mental health crisis 

faced by students. 
• The mayor announced that a record of 500,000 COVD-

19 tests were given during the week of November 18th to 
November 24th. 



• The citywide capacity for testing is 120,000 tests 
per day. 

• The mayor stated that the NYC health department is 
analyzing the COVID-19 vaccine data and they like what 
they see. 

• NYC Health Commissioner Dr. Dave A. 
Chokshi mentioned that the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration made the data public about the 
Pfizer vaccine. 

• The commissioner stated that the vaccine has 
promising results. 

• The Department of Consumer and Work 
Protection has secured $654,086 in restitution for 
New Yorkers since the start of the pandemic. 

• The NYC paid safe and sick leave law starts January 1st. 
• Employers with 100 or more employees will have to 

provide up to 56 hours of paid leave. 
• Employers with 4 or few employees and net income 

of $1 million or more will have to provide up to 40 
hours of paid leave. 

• Employers of domestic workers will have to provide 
up to 40 hours of paid leave 

• Employers with 4 or fewer employees and a net 
income of $1 million or less will have to provide up 
to 40 hours of unpaid leave. 

• If you have questions or want to file a complaint, 
visit here or call "311" and say "paid safe and sick 
leave." 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
 

http://nyc.gov/workers
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• The U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) 
vaccine advisory panel, composed of independent 
scientific experts, met and gave the FDA their 
recommendation for Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine to be 
authorized for use by the agency yesterday. Read 
more here. 

• U.S. General Gustave F. Perna, the chief operating officer 
for Operation Warp Speed, said that 2.9 million doses of 
Pfizer’s Covid-19 vaccine will be shipped around the 
country in the first week after it is authorized by the Food 
and Drug Administration. 

• An additional 2.9 million doses will be saved for 
booster shots, which are given three weeks later. 

• The remaining 500,000 of an available 6.4 million 
doses are to be held in reserve, in case they are 
unexpectedly needed. Read more here. 

 

GLOBAL NEWS 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/12/10/world/covid-19-coronavirus/the-next-stop-for-a-newly-recommended-vaccine-is-the-fda
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/09/world/the-us-will-initially-hold-back-half-the-first-vaccine-supply.html
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• Canada approved the COVID-19 vaccine made by Pfizer 
and BioNTech. Canadians may start receiving the vaccine 
next week. Read more here. 

• The United Arab Emirates approved a Chinese 
coronavirus vaccine on Wednesday, citing preliminary 
data showing that it was 86 percent effective. Read 
more here. 

 

LITTLE HAITI BK'S 
FIRST ANNUAL HOLIDAY LIGHTING CEREMONY 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/09/world/americas/canada-vaccine-approve.html
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/12/09/world/covid-19-coronavirus


  



Today, Little Haiti BK is having their 1st Annual Holiday 
Lighting Ceremony in partnership with elected federal, 
state, and local politicians and also partnership from 
community organizations. 
 
Date: Today, December 12, 2020 
Time: 1 PM 
Location: Corner of Nostrand Avenue and Farragut 
Road in Brooklyn. 

 

KINDERGARTEN APPLICATION NOW OPEN 
 

  

The kindergarten application is now open, and the deadline to 
apply is January 19, 2021. Read more here. 

 

NEW YORK STATE OF HEALTH COVERAGE 
 

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/kindergarten


  

To access low-cost health coverage with free preventative 
services enroll in the New York State of Health Plan 
Marketplace by December 15th to begin coverage starting 
January 1st. To enroll visit here. 

 

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES 
 

https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/


  



The NYC Mayor's Office of Immigrant Affairs in 
collaboration with Flatbush Development Corporation is 
hosting a webinar to discuss services available to immigrant 
small business owners. The event is on Thursday, 
December 17th at 11:00 a.m. To rsvp visit here. 

 

FREE IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE 
 

  

http://bit.ly/moia-fdc


The Council of Peoples Organization has attorneys who 
provide free immigration assistance from Monday 
through Friday at their 1077 Coney Island Avenue location. To 
schedule an appointment, call 718-434-3266. 

 

FLATBUSH LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 
 

  



The Flatbush Leadership Academy is currently recruiting 
young adults ages 16 to 24 years old. To apply, text FLA2021 to 
71441or visit here. 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

On Tuesday, December 8th, Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte 
hosted a Mask distribution event on the corner of Nostrand Avenue 

and avenue J. 
 

  

Cong. Zichron Aryeh Leib, Boris Noble and staffer Sabrina Rezzy. 
 

http://godsquadny.org/fla


  

Staffer, Lisa Derrick providing masks and hand sanitizer to Spoons Cafe employees. 
 



 

 

Constituents receiving masks and hand sanitizer from staffer, Sabrina Rezzy. 
 

BROOKLYN COVID-19 TESTING SITES 
 



  

To find testing sites around NYC, visit here. 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page


TOY DRIVE 
 



  



Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte is hosting her 
annual Toy Drive now through Thursday, December 
17th. Unwrapped toys can be dropped off at 1312 Flatbush 
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11210 on Monday through Friday from 
9:30 AM – 5:00 PM. 

 

DON'T FORGET YOUR MASK 
 

  



MUTUAL AID NYC FOOD RESOURCES 
 



  



Mutual Aid NYC is providing food assistance, resources, and 
other services. To get more information call their hotline at 
which you can call at 646-437-8080. 

 

NYC SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCE NETWORK 
 



  

https://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


The NYC Small Business Resource Network is a unique 
private/public partnership that provides our local businesses 
with the free, personalized guidance they need right now to 
survive the pandemic. If you have a small business, you can 
sign up for this network today. 
 
Once you fill out the brief intake form, you will be matched 
with a business support specialist. Through this program, all 
five borough Chambers of Commerce have specialists 
offering one-on-one support to businesses in their boroughs. 
  
The program is funded by a $2.8 million grant from the New 
York City-based Peter G. Peterson Foundation and supported 
by in-kind contributions from other partners, this 
collaboration, led by the Partnership for New York City, 
the NYC Economic Development Corporation and all 
five Chambers of Commerce, leverages the city’s 
corporate, financial and professional services sectors, as well 
as universities, philanthropies and expert volunteers to help 
small business owners gain access to a range of programs and 
services. 

 

COVID-19 CLUSTER ZONE REMINDERS 
 

RED ZONE 
 

http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/
http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


  

ORANGE ZONE 
 

  

YELLOW ZONE 
 



  

COVID-19 RAPID TESTING BROOKLYN LOCATIONS 
 



  

STOP THE SPREAD 
 



 



WEARING FACE COVERINGS 
 



  



AVOID SCAMS 
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• Notify NYC: Beware of COVID-19 scams! 
• Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can 

also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office by 
filling out a complaint form. 

• NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220. 
• CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience 

this, call 911. 
 

SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJSCiBRxmRarB7T2EK3M0lBVv-ACpF7kmssfF-82rDXVjEEodwnwX_l7JVTdd1kdpLO_utB_XpnVk=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJD5t2hl7DxrWhnf3wYikuzmU9EwlN_I5VWVEaen4JLhqY4C_Fiz8teMT-UBsbZ_IeLThSMnI9pBwVTaCH6-EfZk8mgRimjPk-C_EmxXpFiuc=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce, 
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those 
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking 
additional assistance. The list below will be updated 
frequently. 
 
It has information on the following categories: 

• Employment Resources 
• Food Assistance 
• Health & Medical Assistance 
• Financial Assistance 
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance 
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care 
• Other Assistance 

 
Visit this website for resources. 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/resources/covid-19-services-resources.page


NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want 
to be assessed and get appointment for test (888-364-3065). 
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692). 
 
Volunteer to Support 
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/c
ovid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers. 
 
Free Internet Services: 
Charter is offering free spectrum broadband and WiFi 
access for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or 
college students who do not already have Spectrum 
broadband subscription. To enroll, call 844-488-8395. 
Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now 
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more 
information visit here. 

 

In-District Businesses open/closed provided 
by Flatbush Avenue BID and Church Avenue BID: Visit 
Flatbush Avenue Business Directory here and Church Avenue 
Business directory here. Businesses open/closed list provided 
by Flatbush Development Corporation: Visit Flatbush 
Business Corridor Directory here. Includes businesses located 
in: 

• Cortelyou Road (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.) 
• Coney Island Avenue (Cortelyou Road - Foster Ave.) 
• Newkirk Plaza 
• Newkirk Avenue (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.) 
• Foster Avenue (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.) 
• Ditmas Park 

 

  

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering 
Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the Chair of the Subcommittee 
on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBEs), and serves on 
the following committees: Housing, Government Operations, Education, Banks, Health, and 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--12-11-20---NYS-Launches-Small-Business-Lease-Assistance-Partnership-Program.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=6mHazKfnwAQ
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--12-11-20---NYS-Launches-Small-Business-Lease-Assistance-Partnership-Program.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=6mHazKfnwAQ
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--12-11-20---NYS-Launches-Small-Business-Lease-Assistance-Partnership-Program.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=6mHazKfnwAQ
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ahdmNgBjLAvYnQ6NWyYLdtgRwPxV2CSeeFKswBu9rJA/edit#gid=2109303475
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PMdPqQZMHBtlmBTu6scfE7mVu44skrXYBqAUe_tMVAA/edit#gid=1924477808
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBG1XabfhNGT-2LohQI91_BQU8Rsm9H0M7_tmzw2RLs/edit#gid=1786321500


Higher Education. She is also a member of the Task Force on Women's Issues and sits on Governor 
Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force. 
 
As a current Assemblymember, District Leader, and Chair of Brooklyn Democratic Party, Rodneyse 
Bichotte has been an outspoken advocate on issues concerning immigration, education, economic 
development, unemployment, education reform, health care access, senior citizen 
centers, affordable housing, school safety, women's and LGBTQ rights, as well as other issues 
affecting the quality of life in the community. 
 

   
Learn more about  

Rodneyse Bichotte by visiting her websites: 
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte 

and www.rodneysebichotte.net  
 

STAY CONNECTED 
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