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New York City Indoor Dining Ban Is In Effect 

 
Amid Coronavirus Pandemic 

 
Nurse Sandra Lindsay Becomes The First Person To Take Pfizer-BioNTech 

Vaccine In New York; New York At The Door Of A Possible Full 
Shutdown; and More! 

 

NYS Confirmed: 784,204 

NYS Deaths: 27,870 

NYC Confirmed: 358,081 

Brooklyn Confirmed: 101,832 
 

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO 
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• Governor Cuomo's operations to distribute the vaccines to 
date consists of vaccine shipments from Pfizer and Moderna. 

• 170,000 doses of Pfizer vaccines arrived today. 
• 346,000 doses of the Moderna vaccine is expected by the 

week of December 21. 
• They're 90 site of distributions. 
• Governor Cuomo's distribution efforts projected to give 

out 10,000 vaccinations. Watch more here. 
• Governor Cuomo's New York City indoor dining 

suspension is in effect. 
• Data from a survey of 46,000 COVID-19 cases in New York 

from September to November revealed a lot about how the 
virus spreads. 

• Gatherings occurring in private housing accounted for 
majority of spread at 74%. 

• Bars and restaurants accounted for 1.43% of spread 
yielding in today's closure. Read more here. 

• The governor in partnership with the New York State of 
Health have released an updated zone metrics for the state, 
which will be used to determine micro-cluster zones. 

• A Red Zone is designated to a region once it is 21 days 
of reaching 90% capacity of its hospitals. 

• In addition, said region's hospitals also increased 
bed capacity and cancelled 50% of its elective 
procedures. 

• A Orange Zone is designated to a geographic area 
within a region under the following conditions. 

• It has a 4% positivity rate (7-day average) over 
the past 10 days; 

• It is in a region that reached 85% of its hospital 
capacity; or 

• If the NYS Department of Health deems the 
hospital admissions unacceptably high. 

https://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/news/2020/12/11/new-york-city-coronavirus-vaccine-faq--when--where--and-how
https://youtu.be/gArfHB3mOJg?t=1474
https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2020/12/12/indoor-dining-suspended-in-nyc-andrew-cuomo-coronavirus-covid-19/


• A Yellow Zone is designated to a geographic area 
under these conditions. 

• It has 3% positivity rate (7-day average) over the 
past 10 days; and 

• It is in included in the state's top 10% of hospital 
admissions per capita in the previous week and is 
experiencing admissions rate grow week by week. 
Read here. 

• Governor Cuomo indicated in his briefing on Friday that the 
state will be extending the commercial moratorium to help 
businesses who can't pay their rent. Watch here. 

• Gyms and salons located in Orange Zones are able to operate 
effective immediately. 

• Gym and fitness centers that were closed in orange zones 
can reopen. 

• All of these businesses can operate but with 
a 25% capacity and the condition that employees get 
tested weekly. Read more here. 

 

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO 
 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-updated-zone-metrics-hospital-directives-and-business-guidelines
https://youtu.be/QA1TdlK146Y?t=1372
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-updated-zone-metrics-hospital-directives-and-business-guidelines
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• Mayor de Blasio and the Taskforce on Racial Inclusion & 
Equity on Friday launched the city's vaccine command center. 

• The city expects 465,000 doses of vaccines. 
• The city's Vaccine Equity Plan was also outlined which 

will direct vaccine distribution to the 27 neighborhood 
identified as the hardest hit areas which were identified 
by the task force. 

• New York City's dedicated Vaccines Command Center 
will be led by Deputy Mayor Melanie Hartzog and 
DOHMH Commissioner Dave Chokshi as they work to 
coordinate the distribution of vaccines citywide. 

• This operation is being done with the engagement of 
over 200 community organizations that have strong 
ties to the community in order to have effective outreach. 
Read more here. 

https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/852-20/vaccine-mayor-de-blasio-outlines-equity-plan-launches-command-center


• The mayor warned New Yorkers of a possible shutdown of 
New York City due to continued increase of the spread of 
COVID-19. 

• Reports came in on Sunday of 124 new COVID-19 
related deaths and 10,027 additional positive cases. 

• The past two weeks has seen an average of 10,031 cases 
per day of positive cases. Read more here. 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
 

  

Jesse Breidenbach, the senior executive director of pharmacy for Sanford Health, which operates hospitals and 
clinics across the Upper Midwest, refreshed his email again and again on Sunday, waiting to receive a FedEx 
tracking number that would confirm that some 3,400 doses were en route. 
Photo Credit: Time Gruber for The New York Times 

 

• On Sunday groups of trucks and cargo planes left their loading 
destinations to distribute vaccines throughout the United 
States. 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/new-york-city-lockdown-de-blasio-covid-b1773679.html


• Hospitals across all 50 states are beginning to receive 
such shipments and preparing sites to be used for 
injections. 

• 145 sites were expecting vaccines yesterday. 
• 425 sites on today and 66 sites on Wednesday. Read 

more here. 
• Sandra Lindsay, a nurse at Long Island Jewish Medical Center 

in Queens, New York, became one of the first people to receive 
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. 

• Ms. Lindsay received the vaccination publicly with the 
hope that it would instill confidence in the public to take 
the vaccine as well. Read more here. 

• Many Healthcare workers throughout the United States 
including those in Iowa are happy to be receiving the vaccines 
in hope that this will change the fate of many lives for the 
better. Read more here. 

 

GLOBAL NEWS 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/13/world/hospitals-prepare-for-the-first-shots-in-americas-most-ambitious-vaccination-campaign.html
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/12/14/world/covid-19-coronavirus/america-begins-its-most-ambitious-vaccination-campaign
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/12/14/world/covid-19-coronavirus/health-care-workers-breathe-a-sigh-of-relief-as-they-receive-the-first-vaccinations


  

Prime Minister Ambrose Mandvulo Dlamini of Eswatini speaks at the U.N. Climate Change Conference in 
Katowice, Poland, in 2018. Mr. Dlamini died on Sunday. 
Photo Credit: Kacper Pempel/Reuters 

 

• Prime Minister Ambrose Mandvulo of Eswatini succumbs to 
COVID-19 at the age of 52. Read more here. 

• Primary care doctor in England will begin to offer Pfizer-
BioNTech coronavirus vaccine shots to their patients and to 
staff at nursing homes. Read more here. 

 

BROOKLYN COVID-19 TESTING SITES 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/12/13/world/covid-19-coronavirus/eswatinis-prime-minister-dies-from-covid-19
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/12/14/world/covid-19-coronavirus/uk-doctors-start-receiving-doses-to-give-to-patients-as-the-vaccine-effort-expands


  



To find testing sites around NYC, visit here. 
 

NYC DOE OFFICE HOURS 
 

  

The Department of Education is hosting a Q/A forum on 
Thursday, December 17th from 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. To 
attend, call (800) 280-9461 or visit here. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CggZ2gw43UGNKF8YqhqxRX3vs-H9LTjiCuRmdbs56pIxIlE0lnMjT7J-4WXf3ArvVUGBRJqUiXXcdrCG_G2vCnu_tou-laZ83Heqf_3-WtLeW1V5taXfxiI7b_ud3fywnwp1599gUY879hOWdkE1zVTQmWhpWjQRGHhtEW4jdOceTSLR4HHLW7kS-I1leWzqct4cI0CbaNoljCNYlD5Fjg==&c=iwUDs86VBgzQQcsYAROXDWaPPw99pBy-BFuSQgoZ5rxkHGlDoBUn4g==&ch=SuYaos86czJpOv6hDWf_k7xAXqj7oUeDaxM1lVIawqzdYpUUmXwa-Q==
http://on.nyc.gov/doeofficehours


SNOW UPDATE FOR NYC SCHOOLS 
 

  

Photo Credit: Sun Journal file photo by Russ Dillingham 
 

Department of Education Chancellor Richard A. 
Carranza sent a notice to families indicating that “if a snowstorm 
or other weather demands that school buildings close, all schools 
will still conduct remote learning on that day." Read the full 
letter here. 

 

"PIN" HOLIDAY FOOD AND MASK DISTRIBUTION 
 

https://files.constantcontact.com/4339298e001/90fc09bc-c8a9-48a3-9bb3-5383fcc8ffa6.pdf


  



The organization"People in Need" is hosting a holiday food and 
mask distribution on Thursday, December 17th from 3:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. at 944 Newkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11230. 

 

FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYER ORIENTATION 
 

  

NHS Brooklyn will host a First-time Home-buyer 
Orientation on Today, from 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. To register, 
visit here. 

 

HOUSING APPLICATION ASSISTANCE 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1Htlu-6tRCup1Am4A9oHbw


  



• Application assistance will be provided for applicants applying 
to the NYC Housing Connect 2.0 lottery for Bishop Philius and 
Helene Nicolas' senior residence on 1488 New York 
Avenue on these dates: 

• Friday, December 18, 2020 
• Friday, January 8, 2021 
• Friday, January 15, 2021 

• The available appointment times will be from 12:00 
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. To schedule an appointment contact Ms. 
Rita Joseph at 646-258-6985. Appointments will be held 
at Evangelical Crusade Christian Church located at 577 
East 31st Street, Brooklyn, NY 11210. 

 

YOUTH TEACH IN 
ON THE TOPIC OF THE 1612 CORTELYOU ROAD 

REZONING 
 



  



Join PS 139 students Ayana, Myles, Mariel, and Phoebe as they 
discuss the issues concerning the 1620 Cortelyou Road 
rezoning matter. The event will be on Tuesday, December 
15th at 5:00 p.m. You can email the parent coordinator here for 
the zoom link. There will also be an opportunity to give a testimony 
during a virtual public hearing on Wednesday, December 16th at 
10:00 a.m. To participate call (877) 853-5247. 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte attended the Little Haiti 
Brooklyn Street Lighting Ceremony at Nostrand and Farragut 

Avenue on Friday, December 11th. 
 

  

(Left to Right) Mark Appel of the Bridge Multi-Cultural & Diversity Initiative, Chairman Jackson Rockingster of 
Little Haiti Brooklyn, Pastor Samuel Nicolas of Evangelical Crusade Christian Church, Congresswoman Yvette 

mailto:mdemarkis@ps139.org


D. Clarke, Vice President Gerard Cadet of 1199 SEIU, Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte, Samuel Pierre of 
HAC, Senator Kevin Parker, Executive Director Ruth Jean-Marie of Little Haiti Brooklyn and other community 

supporters. 
 

ALTERNATE SIDE PARKING UPDATE 
 

  

Photo Credit: spotangels 
 

NYC Alternate Side Parking rules will be 
suspended Wednesday, December 
16, and Thursday, December 17 for snow operations. 
Parking meters will remain in effect. Read more here. 

 

TOY DRIVE 
 

https://twitter.com/NYCASP/status/1338653283469185025


  



Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte is hosting her 
annual Toy Drive now through Thursday, December 
17th. Unwrapped toys can be dropped off at 1312 Flatbush 
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11210 on Monday through Friday from 9:30 
AM – 5:00 PM. 

 

DON'T FORGET YOUR MASK 
 

  



MUTUAL AID NYC FOOD RESOURCES 
 



  



Mutual Aid NYC is providing food assistance, resources, and 
other services. To get more information call their hotline at which 
you can call at 646-437-8080. 

 

NYC SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCE NETWORK 
 



  

https://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


The NYC Small Business Resource Network is a unique 
private/public partnership that provides our local businesses with 
the free, personalized guidance they need right now to survive the 
pandemic. If you have a small business, you can sign up for this 
network today. 
 
Once you fill out the brief intake form, you will be matched with a 
business support specialist. Through this program, all five 
borough Chambers of Commerce have specialists offering one-
on-one support to businesses in their boroughs. 
  
The program is funded by a $2.8 million grant from the New York 
City-based Peter G. Peterson Foundation and supported by in-kind 
contributions from other partners, this collaboration, led by 
the Partnership for New York City, the NYC Economic 
Development Corporation and all five Chambers of 
Commerce, leverages the city’s corporate, financial and 
professional services sectors, as well as universities, philanthropies 
and expert volunteers to help small business owners gain access to 
a range of programs and services. 

 

COVID-19 CLUSTER ZONE REMINDERS 
 

RED ZONE 
 

http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/
http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


  

ORANGE ZONE 
 

  

YELLOW ZONE 
 



  

COVID-19 RAPID TESTING BROOKLYN LOCATIONS 
 



  

STOP THE SPREAD 
 



 



WEARING FACE COVERINGS 
 



  



AVOID SCAMS 
 

  

Photo Credit: Pixabay/CDC 
 

• Notify NYC: Beware of COVID-19 scams! 
• Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can also 

file a complaint to the Attorney General's office by filling out 
a complaint form. 

• NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220. 
• CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience this, 

call 911. 
 

SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJSCiBRxmRarB7T2EK3M0lBVv-ACpF7kmssfF-82rDXVjEEodwnwX_l7JVTdd1kdpLO_utB_XpnVk=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJD5t2hl7DxrWhnf3wYikuzmU9EwlN_I5VWVEaen4JLhqY4C_Fiz8teMT-UBsbZ_IeLThSMnI9pBwVTaCH6-EfZk8mgRimjPk-C_EmxXpFiuc=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce, the 
City of New York has developed a list of resources for those who 
may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking additional 
assistance. The list below will be updated frequently. 
 
It has information on the following categories: 

• Employment Resources 
• Food Assistance 
• Health & Medical Assistance 
• Financial Assistance 
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance 
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care 
• Other Assistance 

 
Visit this website for resources. 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/resources/covid-19-services-resources.page


NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want to be 
assessed and get appointment for test (888-364-3065). NYC 
residents should call (844-692-4692). 
 
Volunteer to Support 
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-
19-relief.page#healthcare_workers. 
 
Free Internet Services: 
Charter is offering free spectrum broadband and WiFi 
access for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or college 
students who do not already have Spectrum broadband 
subscription. To enroll, call 844-488-8395. 
Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now open 
to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more information 
visit here. 

 

In-District Businesses open/closed provided by Flatbush 
Avenue BID and Church Avenue BID: Visit Flatbush Avenue 
Business Directory here and Church Avenue Business 
directory here. Businesses open/closed list provided by Flatbush 
Development Corporation: Visit Flatbush Business Corridor 
Directory here. Includes businesses located in: 

• Cortelyou Road (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.) 
• Coney Island Avenue (Cortelyou Road - Foster Ave.) 
• Newkirk Plaza 
• Newkirk Avenue (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.) 
• Foster Avenue (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.) 
• Ditmas Park 

 

  

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering Ditmas Park, 
Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the Chair of the Subcommittee on Oversight of 
Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBEs), and serves on the following 
committees: Housing, Government Operations, Education, Banks, Health, and Higher Education. 
She is also a member of the Task Force on Women's Issues and sits on Governor Cuomo's Domestic 
Violence Advisory Council and Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force. 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--12-15-20---New-York-City-Indoor-Dining-Ban-Is-In-Effect.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=XIP5vTMyfgg
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--12-15-20---New-York-City-Indoor-Dining-Ban-Is-In-Effect.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=XIP5vTMyfgg
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--12-15-20---New-York-City-Indoor-Dining-Ban-Is-In-Effect.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=XIP5vTMyfgg
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ahdmNgBjLAvYnQ6NWyYLdtgRwPxV2CSeeFKswBu9rJA/edit#gid=2109303475
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PMdPqQZMHBtlmBTu6scfE7mVu44skrXYBqAUe_tMVAA/edit#gid=1924477808
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBG1XabfhNGT-2LohQI91_BQU8Rsm9H0M7_tmzw2RLs/edit#gid=1786321500


 
As a current Assemblymember, District Leader, and Chair of Brooklyn Democratic Party, Rodneyse Bichotte 
has been an outspoken advocate on issues concerning immigration, education, economic development, 
unemployment, education reform, health care access, senior citizen centers, affordable 
housing, school safety, women's and LGBTQ rights, as well as other issues affecting the quality of life in 
the community. 
 

   
Learn more about  

Rodneyse Bichotte by visiting her websites: 
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte 

and www.rodneysebichotte.net  
 

STAY CONNECTED 
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