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NYC Schools Reopen Tomorrow for Some Students 
 

Amid Coronavirus Pandemic 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/bopTGkZ?source_id=a0b07f83-9982-4b06-aa65-fd6875fb030f&source_type=em&c=


 
NYS Establishes Regional Vaccination Hubs; Outdoor Dining 

Resumes Tonight; Governor Declares State of Emergency; and More! 
 

NYS Confirmed: 815,469 

NYS Deaths: 28,222 

NYC Confirmed: 369,385 

Brooklyn Confirmed: 105,006 
 

LEGISLATION 
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Yesterday, Governor Cuomo signed Assemblymember 
Rodneyse Bichotte and Senator Alessandra 
Biaggi's bill A10729/S08298B which prohibits the state of 
New York from selling or displaying symbols of hate. 

 

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO 
 

https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/alessandra-biaggi
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/alessandra-biaggi
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=A10729&term=2019&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y&LFIN=Y
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=S08298&term=2019&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y&LFIN=Y&Chamber%26nbspVideo%2FTranscript=Y
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• Governor Cuomo declared a state of emergency 
in 18 counties as a result of the winter storm. Read 
more here. 

• New York State administered 200,000 COVID-19 tests 
yesterday. 

• The governor stated that Staten Island has 
the highest COVID-19 positivity rate. 

• NYS Department of Health Commissioner Dr. Howard 
Zucker sent a letter to hospital administrators preparing 
them to shift into crisis mode due to the pandemic. Read 
the letter here. 

• NYS currently has 87,750 COVID-19 vaccine doses. The 
governor stated that the vaccine priorities are the 
following: 

• provide a public education campaign to battle 
skepticism; 

• provide outreach effort to the black, brown, and 
poor communities; and 

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Cuomo-declares-state-of-emergency-in-18-New-York-15811249.php#:~:text=Dec.%2017%2C%202020%20Updated%3A,17%2C%202020%2012%3A06%20p.m.&text=ALBANY%20%E2%80%94%20The%20state%20declared%20a,Andrew%20M.%20Cuomo%20said%20Thursday.&text=The%20state%20has%20activated%202%2C000,Transportation%20freeway%20personnel%2C%20Cuomo%20said.
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/commissioner-zucker-issues-letter-hospital-administrators-detailing-directives-expand-capacity


• an expedited distribution and administration 
program that started this week. 

• The governor stated that vaccines are being distributed to 
all regions proportionately. 

• NYS is currently in phase 1 of the vaccine 
distribution, which includes vaccinating health care 
workers, nursing home and congregate care 
residents and workers. 

• NYS is expected to move to phase 2 in late January 
if vaccine supplies continue. 

• Phase 2 includes vaccinating essential workers 
and people with underlying health conditions. 

• NYS established the Regional Vaccination Hubs, led 
by local hospital systems, to develop a plan for a regional 
vaccination network. 

• This effort is in coordination with community 
leaders to help prepare for phase 2. 

• The Regional Vaccination Hub coordinators are 
listed here. 

• Plans will be submitted during the first week of 
January and will be reviewed and approved by NYS 
DOH. 

• The governor indicated that his administration will 
ensure that the vaccination will be at no cost to the 
public. 

• The NYS Department of Financial Services is 
directing health insurers to immediately cover any 
COVID-19 vaccination administration costs in full. 

• For more vaccine information visit here. 
• The state will advance $1.5 billion to organizations 

needing cash flow until next February or March. 
 

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO 
 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-updates-new-yorkers-states-vaccination-administration-plan
http://ny.gov/vaccine
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• Mayor de Blasio announced that 42,900 COVID-19 
vaccines were delivered and that 5,200 healthcare 
workers have been vaccinated. 

• During his daily briefing, the mayor stated the following: 
• the coronavirus rate is rising; 
• there is a possible lockdown ahead; 
• people should wear masks; 
• people should practice social distancing; and 
• people should stay home for the holidays. 

• NYC public hospitals have canceled elective 
surgeries in response to a second wave of the 
coronavirus. Read more here. 

• The mayor stated that the Bronx received 
almost 11 inches of snow. The rest of the city received 5-
8 inches of snow. 

• The mayor encouraged residents to stay home as the 
city attempts to clear out the snow. 

• Today was a remote learning day for all NYC students as 
school buildings were closed due to the snow. 

• In-person learning will resume tomorrow, 
December 18th, for grades K-5. 

• Buses will run as usual tomorrow. 
• The mayor announced that starting tonight outdoor 

dining will resume citywide. 
• Mayor de Blasio criticized the new stimulus package 

proposal because it does not provide much assistance for 
cities and states. 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/12/17/world/covid-19-coronavirus#new-york-citys-public-hospitals-cancel-elective-surgeries-as-virus-cases-rise
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• An FDA panel of independent experts voted to 
recommend the emergency use authorization of 
the Moderna coronavirus vaccine. Read more here. 

• Vice President Mike Pence will receive the Pfizer-
BioNTech coronavirus vaccine on Friday. Read more here. 

• Federal lawmakers are close to making a deal on 
a $900 billion stimulus deal. 

• The deal would include a new round of stimulus 
payments, probably $600, to American adults; 

• federal jobless aid of around $300 per week; and 
• rental and food assistance in addition to other 

things. Read more here. 
 

GLOBAL NEWS 
 

https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/fda-advisers-recommend-moderna-s-covid-19-vaccine-bringing-second-n1251552
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/12/16/mike-pence-joe-biden-both-vaccinated-covid-19-coming-days/3933565001/
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/12/17/us/joe-biden-trump#as-a-stimulus-deal-takes-shape-final-disputes-could-affect-bidens-latitude-to-provide-more-relief
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• President Emmanuel Macron of France has tested 
positive for the coronavirus. Read more here. 

• Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte imposed a five-week 
nationwide lockdown. Read more here. 

 

SNOW REMOVAL SAFETY TIPS 
 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/17/europe/emmanuel-macron-covid-positive-france-intl/index.html
https://apnews.com/article/international-news-mark-rutte-netherlands-coronavirus-pandemic-restaurants-62f528f5c0350abcdeb20e6214e04cdb


  

For additional tips on what to do before, during, and after 
winter weather, visit here. 

 

BROOKLYN COVID-19 TESTING SITES 
 

http://nyc.gov/emergencymanagement


  



To find testing sites around NYC, visit here. 
 

FLATBUSH CATON MARKET 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CggZ2gw43UGNKF8YqhqxRX3vs-H9LTjiCuRmdbs56pIxIlE0lnMjT7J-4WXf3ArvVUGBRJqUiXXcdrCG_G2vCnu_tou-laZ83Heqf_3-WtLeW1V5taXfxiI7b_ud3fywnwp1599gUY879hOWdkE1zVTQmWhpWjQRGHhtEW4jdOceTSLR4HHLW7kS-I1leWzqct4cI0CbaNoljCNYlD5Fjg==&c=iwUDs86VBgzQQcsYAROXDWaPPw99pBy-BFuSQgoZ5rxkHGlDoBUn4g==&ch=SuYaos86czJpOv6hDWf_k7xAXqj7oUeDaxM1lVIawqzdYpUUmXwa-Q==


 



There will be a toy giveaway on Saturday, December 
19th from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Flatbush Caton 
Market on 2184 Clarendon Road. 

 

ALTERNATE SIDE PARKING UPDATE 
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NYC Alternate Side Parking Regulations will be 
suspended Friday, December 18, and Saturday, 
December 19 for snow operations. Parking meters will 
remain in effect. 

 

DCAS YOUTH CITYTALK PANEL 
 



  



NYC DCAS is hosting a panel discussion to help youth learn 
about careers in city government. The event will be 
on Tuesday December 22nd at 3:00 p.m. To register 
visit here. 

 

DON'T FORGET YOUR MASK 
 

  

MUTUAL AID NYC FOOD RESOURCES 
 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYpcuCqqTgoGdy7RrAv7WenPhKwYaoHctBX


  



Mutual Aid NYC is providing food assistance, resources, and 
other services. To get more information call their hotline at 
which you can call at 646-437-8080. 

 

NYC SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCE NETWORK 
 



  

https://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


The NYC Small Business Resource Network is a unique 
private/public partnership that provides our local businesses 
with the free, personalized guidance they need right now to 
survive the pandemic. If you have a small business, you can 
sign up for this network today. 
 
Once you fill out the brief intake form, you will be matched 
with a business support specialist. Through this program, all 
five borough Chambers of Commerce have specialists 
offering one-on-one support to businesses in their boroughs. 
  
The program is funded by a $2.8 million grant from the New 
York City-based Peter G. Peterson Foundation and supported 
by in-kind contributions from other partners, this 
collaboration, led by the Partnership for New York City, 
the NYC Economic Development Corporation and all 
five Chambers of Commerce, leverages the city’s 
corporate, financial and professional services sectors, as well 
as universities, philanthropies and expert volunteers to help 
small business owners gain access to a range of programs and 
services. 

 

COVID-19 CLUSTER ZONE REMINDERS 
 

RED ZONE 
 

http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/
http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


  

ORANGE ZONE 
 

  

YELLOW ZONE 
 



  

COVID-19 RAPID TESTING BROOKLYN LOCATIONS 
 



  

STOP THE SPREAD 
 



 



WEARING FACE COVERINGS 
 



  



AVOID SCAMS 
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• Notify NYC: Beware of COVID-19 scams! 
• Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can 

also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office by 
filling out a complaint form. 

• NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220. 
• CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience 

this, call 911. 
 

SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJSCiBRxmRarB7T2EK3M0lBVv-ACpF7kmssfF-82rDXVjEEodwnwX_l7JVTdd1kdpLO_utB_XpnVk=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJD5t2hl7DxrWhnf3wYikuzmU9EwlN_I5VWVEaen4JLhqY4C_Fiz8teMT-UBsbZ_IeLThSMnI9pBwVTaCH6-EfZk8mgRimjPk-C_EmxXpFiuc=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce, 
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those 
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking 
additional assistance. The list below will be updated 
frequently. 
 
It has information on the following categories: 

• Employment Resources 
• Food Assistance 
• Health & Medical Assistance 
• Financial Assistance 
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance 
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care 
• Other Assistance 

 
Visit this website for resources. 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/resources/covid-19-services-resources.page


NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want 
to be assessed and get appointment for test (888-364-3065). 
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692). 
 
Volunteer to Support 
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/c
ovid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers. 
 
Free Internet Services: 
Charter is offering free spectrum broadband and WiFi 
access for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or 
college students who do not already have Spectrum 
broadband subscription. To enroll, call 844-488-8395. 
Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now 
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more 
information visit here. 

 

In-District Businesses open/closed provided 
by Flatbush Avenue BID and Church Avenue BID: Visit 
Flatbush Avenue Business Directory here and Church Avenue 
Business directory here. Businesses open/closed list provided 
by Flatbush Development Corporation: Visit Flatbush 
Business Corridor Directory here. Includes businesses located 
in: 

• Cortelyou Road (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.) 
• Coney Island Avenue (Cortelyou Road - Foster Ave.) 
• Newkirk Plaza 
• Newkirk Avenue (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.) 
• Foster Avenue (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.) 
• Ditmas Park 

 

  

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering 
Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the Chair of the Subcommittee 
on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBEs), and serves on 
the following committees: Housing, Government Operations, Education, Banks, Health, and 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--12-17-20---NYC-Schools-Reopen-Tomorrow-for-Some-Students.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=0SL7_YJ3YWI
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--12-17-20---NYC-Schools-Reopen-Tomorrow-for-Some-Students.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=0SL7_YJ3YWI
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--12-17-20---NYC-Schools-Reopen-Tomorrow-for-Some-Students.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=0SL7_YJ3YWI
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ahdmNgBjLAvYnQ6NWyYLdtgRwPxV2CSeeFKswBu9rJA/edit#gid=2109303475
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PMdPqQZMHBtlmBTu6scfE7mVu44skrXYBqAUe_tMVAA/edit#gid=1924477808
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBG1XabfhNGT-2LohQI91_BQU8Rsm9H0M7_tmzw2RLs/edit#gid=1786321500


Higher Education. She is also a member of the Task Force on Women's Issues and sits on Governor 
Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force. 
 
As a current Assemblymember, District Leader, and Chair of Brooklyn Democratic Party, Rodneyse 
Bichotte has been an outspoken advocate on issues concerning immigration, education, economic 
development, unemployment, education reform, health care access, senior citizen 
centers, affordable housing, school safety, women's and LGBTQ rights, as well as other issues 
affecting the quality of life in the community. 
 

   
Learn more about  

Rodneyse Bichotte by visiting her websites: 
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte 

and www.rodneysebichotte.net  
 

STAY CONNECTED 
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