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A mass coronavirus vaccination site had been set to launch this week at Citi Field in 
Queens. 
Photo Credit: Ryan Christopher Jones for The New York Times 
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Mayor de Blasio Delays the Opening of Large 
Vaccination Hubs Due to Vaccine Shortage 

 
Amid Coronavirus Pandemic 

 
White House Extends Travel Restrictions; 2021 State of the District Event; 

Moderna Works On COVID-19 Vaccine For Variant Strain; and More! 
 

NYS Confirmed: 1,338,990 

NYS Deaths: 34,242 

NYC Confirmed: 566,421 

Brooklyn Confirmed: 161,964 
 

RODNEYSE IN THE NEWS 
 



  

• Kings County Politics: Mayor Bill de Blasio in 
partnership with city and state agencies announce a $210 
million public-private fund being driven by Minority and 
Women-Owned Business Enterprises (M/WBEs) and 
nonprofit developers. This fund will support affordable 
housing development post COVID-19. Read more here. 

 

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO 
 

https://www.kingscountypolitics.com/m-wbes-get-leg-up-in-affordable-housing-development/


  

Photo Credit: Governor Andrew M. Cuomo visits NYCHA Vaccine Pop-Up Site in Brooklyn 
 

• Governor Cuomo announced on Sunday that New York 
will expand its current deployment of vaccination kits to 
more communities. 

• Four additional NYCHA sites will receive 
vaccination kits. 

• Eight additional churches will receive vaccination 
kits as well. 

• Work is underway to deploy to all 33 NYCHA 
senior housing developments in order to 
provide seniors with easier access to vaccines. 

• This effort will expand into public housing 
complexes throughout New York and to more 
than 300 churches. Read more here. 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-expanded-deployment-community-vaccination-kits-strengthen-fairness-and


• The governor urges New Yorkers to not only trust the 
vaccine and the science behind it, but to also get it as soon 
as it becomes available. 

• He also provided a list of resources and ways to 
register for the vaccine. Read more here. 

 

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO 
 

  

In a memo, de Blasio told Biden that New York will run out of vaccine before the week is done. 
Photo Credit: Stephen Yang; Getty Images 

 

• Mayor de Blasio on Friday asked with urgency for 
President Biden to tackle the national coronavirus vaccine 
shortage that is also affecting New York City greatly. 

• The mayor demands quick action to be taken by the 
president and he also informed the president that 
more work is ready to be done to give out vaccines. 
Read more here. 

https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2021/01/24/governor-cuomo-nyc-covid-vaccine/
https://nypost.com/2021/01/22/de-blasio-pleads-with-biden-for-quick-action-on-covid-vaccine-shortage/


• During today's press conference Mayor de Blasio 
indicated that the city won't be able to meet goal of 
administering 1 million COVID-19 vaccinations by the 
end of January. 

• Due to an insufficient amount of vaccines being 
provided to the city the mayor is unable to meet the 
goal. 

• The opening of large vaccination sites such as 
Yankee Stadium and Citi Field are being postponed 
until more vaccines arrive. 

• With enough vaccines the mayor indicated that the city 
could vaccinate 500,000 people a week with the 
current infrastructure. 

• The city had a goal of 
administering 300,000 vaccine doses last week but 
was only able to do 200,000 doses. Read 
more here. 

• New York City parents are asking that Mayor de Blasio 
change school closing protocols to permit less school 
closures. 

• Parents are frustrated by the frequent school 
closures. The protocols state that a school must 
close when there is at least two unrelated positive 
cases of COVID-19 in a school. The current 
classroom and school closure regulations can be 
found here. 

• Some parents also argue that frequent 
school closures impact their attendance at work. 
Watch more here. 

• NYC Council Speaker Corey Johnson, Met Council CEO 
David Greenfield and United Way of New York City 
President & CEO Sheena Wright released an op-ed urging 
Mayor de Blasio to re-authorize $25 million in 
emergency food pantry funding. 

https://www.pix11.com/news/coronavirus/with-enough-doses-nyc-could-vaccinate-500-000-a-week-mayor-de-blasio-says
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-year-20-21/return-to-school-2020/health-and-safety
https://www.pix11.com/news/back-to-school/nyc-parents-ask-de-blasio-to-change-school-closing-protocol


• The op-ed raises growing concerns surrounding job 
loss in the millions for New Yorkers, seniors being 
home-bound and isolated, children being out of 
school, and parents not being able to put food on 
their table. Read more here. 

• NYC Restaurant Week to Go will start will start on 
January 25 and end on January 31. 

• For that week participating restaurants will allow 
clients to order lunch or dinner for a set price of 
$20.21. Read more here. 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
 

  

A dose of the Moderna vaccine being filled into a syringe in Mountain View, Calif., on Friday. 
Photo Credit: Jim Wilson/The New York Times 

 

https://www.amny.com/coronavirus/op-ed-mayor-de-blasio-must-reauthorize-emergency-funding-for-hungry-new-yorkers/
https://www.nycgo.com/restaurant-week/restaurant-week-about/#!


• President Biden and the White House are restricting 
travel into the United States by non-citizens from South 
Africa, Brazil, the Untied Kingdom and Europe. 

• In light of the different strain of the virus in these 
locations, a travel ban will be put in place to lessen 
the spread. Read more here. 

• The vaccine maker Moderna indicated that its vaccines 
are effective against the new variants found in Britain and 
South Africa. 

• Even though the vaccine is effective, Moderna also 
indicated that its vaccine provides less protection to 
the new strain found in South Africa. 

• The company is currently working on a new version 
of the vaccine to be used as a booster against the 
strains found in places like South Africa. Read 
more here. 

 

GLOBAL NEWS 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/25/world/white-house-travel-ban-europe-brazil-south-africa.html
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/01/25/world/covid-19-coronavirus/moderna-says-its-vaccine-provokes-a-weaker-response-against-the-south-african-variant


  

Photo Credit: AP Photo/Marco Ugarte 
 

• The President of Mexico, Andrés Manuel López Obrador, 
reported on Sunday that he tested positive for COVID-19 
but that symptoms are mild as of now. 

• COVID-19 related deaths in Mexico are 
at 150,000 and infections are at 1.7 million. Read 
more here. 

 

STATE OF THE DISTRICT 2021 
 

https://apnews.com/article/pandemics-marcelo-ebrard-mexico-coronavirus-pandemic-vladimir-putin-7cf4feae9e363d519d5c336202be0ae6


 



Join Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte 
Hermelyn for her virtual State of the 
District on Thursday, January 28 at 7 p.m. You can 
watch the event on YouTube by clicking here or 
on Facebook by clicking here. 

 

GET THE FACTS ON THE COVID VACCINE 
 

  

If you have questions about the the COVID-19 vaccine, 
eligibility, or want to track where vaccines are being 
distributed throughout New York State click here. 

 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
COVID-19 TRAVELER INFORMATION 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCof7QFckphe2QkK0eo43Q
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
http://ny.gov/vaccine


  

Photo Credit: United States Department of State 
 

• "Effective January 26, the Centers of Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) will require all air passengers entering 
the United States (including U.S. citizens and Legal 
Permanent Residents) to present a negative COVID-
19 test, taken within three calendar days of departure or 
proof of recovery from the virus within the last 90 days. 
Airlines must confirm the negative test result or proof of 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information.html#ExternalPopup
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information.html#ExternalPopup


recovery for all passengers two years of age and over prior 
to boarding. Airlines must deny boarding of passengers 
who do not provide documentation of a negative test or 
recovery. 

• Please see CDC’s FAQ for answers to questions about the 
new requirement for proof of negative COVID-19 test or 
recovery from COVID-19 for all air passengers arriving in 
the United States." 

 

PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS AVAILABLE 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html


  

Photo Credit: NYC DOF 
 



The NYC Department of Finance is offering property tax 
exemptions for seniors, veterans, clergy 
members, people with disabilities and other 
homeowners. The benefits can allow you to reduce property 
taxes by up to 50% saving homeowners in the thousands of 
dollar per year. To apply online click here or call 311. 

 

NBC 4 NEW YORK AND TELEMUNDO 47’S 
“PROJECT INNOVATION” GRANT CHALLENGE 

 

  

Photo Credit: Project Innovation 
 

• The NBC 4 New York and Telemundo 47 Project 
Innovation grant challenge is still open! The sponsors 
are welcoming all eligible non-profits to apply with more 
than $300,000 in funding available for New York, New 
Jersey and Connecticut organizations. Applications will 
be accepted until February 12. 

http://www.nyc.gov/dofsmartfile


• The Project Innovation website and application 
portal are available in English here and 
Spanish here. 

• For those who have questions or would like to learn more 
about Project Innovation, you can attend the Project 
Innovation Webinar on Wednesday, January 27th 

• Webinar Time: 1:00-2:00pm EST 
• Webinar Registration Link here. 

 

OVERVIEW OF PRESIDENT BIDEN’S IMMIGRATION 
PROGRAM 

 

  

CUNY Citizenship Now! is hosting an event titled Overview of 
President Biden’s Immigration Program on January 27th at 
6:30 PM. Join panelists Jojo Annobil, Camille Mackler and 
Shawn Rahman for this special event. To watch the session on 
Facebook, click here. 

 

BROOKLYN COVID-19 TESTING SITES 
 

http://nbcuprojectinnovation.com/
http://nbcuproyectoinnovacion.com/
https://siliconvalleycf.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qn8yph7_Tm6RrOEVClME7g
https://www.facebook.com/citizenshipnow/live_videos/


 



Here are the dates and times for NYC Health+Hospitals 
testing sites for the week of January 25 to January 31. To 
find additional testing sites around NYC, visit here. 

 

GROUPS ELIGIBLE FOR THE COVID-19 VACCINE AS 
OF 01/14/2021 

 

  

Photo Credit: NYC Department of Health 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CggZ2gw43UGNKF8YqhqxRX3vs-H9LTjiCuRmdbs56pIxIlE0lnMjT7J-4WXf3ArvVUGBRJqUiXXcdrCG_G2vCnu_tou-laZ83Heqf_3-WtLeW1V5taXfxiI7b_ud3fywnwp1599gUY879hOWdkE1zVTQmWhpWjQRGHhtEW4jdOceTSLR4HHLW7kS-I1leWzqct4cI0CbaNoljCNYlD5Fjg==&c=iwUDs86VBgzQQcsYAROXDWaPPw99pBy-BFuSQgoZ5rxkHGlDoBUn4g==&ch=SuYaos86czJpOv6hDWf_k7xAXqj7oUeDaxM1lVIawqzdYpUUmXwa-Q==


See the list above to determine if you are part of an eligible 
group. To learn more and find out where you can get 
vaccinated click here. 

 

DON'T FORGET YOUR MASK 
 

  

MUTUAL AID NYC FOOD RESOURCES 
 

http://nyc.gov/covidvaccine


  



Mutual Aid NYC is providing food assistance, resources, and 
other services. To get more information call their hotline at 
which you can call at 646-437-8080. 

 

NYC SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCE NETWORK 
 



  

https://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


The NYC Small Business Resource Network is a unique 
private/public partnership that provides our local businesses 
with the free, personalized guidance they need right now to 
survive the pandemic. If you have a small business, you can 
sign up for this network today. 
 
Once you fill out the brief intake form, you will be matched 
with a business support specialist. Through this program, all 
five borough Chambers of Commerce have specialists 
offering one-on-one support to businesses in their boroughs. 
  
The program is funded by a $2.8 million grant from the New 
York City-based Peter G. Peterson Foundation and supported 
by in-kind contributions from other partners, this 
collaboration, led by the Partnership for New York City, 
the NYC Economic Development Corporation and all 
five Chambers of Commerce, leverages the city’s 
corporate, financial and professional services sectors, as well 
as universities, philanthropies and expert volunteers to help 
small business owners gain access to a range of programs and 
services. 

 

COVID-19 CLUSTER ZONE REMINDERS 
 

RED ZONE 
 

http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/
http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


  

ORANGE ZONE 
 

  

YELLOW ZONE 
 



  

COVID-19 RAPID TESTING BROOKLYN LOCATIONS 
 



  

STOP THE SPREAD 
 



 



WEARING FACE COVERINGS 
 



  



AVOID SCAMS 
 

  

Photo Credit: Pixabay/CDC 
 

• Notify NYC: Beware of COVID-19 scams! 
• Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can 

also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office by 
filling out a complaint form. 

• NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220. 
• CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience 

this, call 911. 
 

SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJSCiBRxmRarB7T2EK3M0lBVv-ACpF7kmssfF-82rDXVjEEodwnwX_l7JVTdd1kdpLO_utB_XpnVk=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJD5t2hl7DxrWhnf3wYikuzmU9EwlN_I5VWVEaen4JLhqY4C_Fiz8teMT-UBsbZ_IeLThSMnI9pBwVTaCH6-EfZk8mgRimjPk-C_EmxXpFiuc=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==


  

Photo Credit: Ansi.org 
 

Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce, 
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those 
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking 
additional assistance. The list below will be updated 
frequently. 
 
It has information on the following categories: 

• Employment Resources 
• Food Assistance 
• Health & Medical Assistance 
• Financial Assistance 
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance 
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care 
• Other Assistance 

 
Visit this website for resources. 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/resources/covid-19-services-resources.page


NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want 
to be assessed and get appointment for test (888-364-3065). 
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692). 
 
Volunteer to Support 
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/c
ovid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers. 
 
Free Internet Services: 
Charter is offering free spectrum broadband and WiFi 
access for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or 
college students who do not already have Spectrum 
broadband subscription. To enroll, call 844-488-8395. 
Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now 
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more 
information visit here. 

 

In-District Businesses open/closed provided 
by Flatbush Avenue BID and Church Avenue BID: Visit 
Flatbush Avenue Business Directory here and Church Avenue 
Business directory here. Businesses open/closed list provided 
by Flatbush Development Corporation: Visit Flatbush 
Business Corridor Directory here. Includes businesses located 
in: 

• Cortelyou Road (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.) 
• Coney Island Avenue (Cortelyou Road - Foster Ave.) 
• Newkirk Plaza 
• Newkirk Avenue (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.) 
• Foster Avenue (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.) 
• Ditmas Park 

 

  

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering 
Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the Chair of the Subcommittee 
on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBEs), and serves on 
the following committees: Housing, Government Operations, Education, Banks, Health, and 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--1-25-21---Mayor-de-Blasio-Delays-the-Opening-of-Large-Vaccination-Hubs-Due-to-Vaccine-Shortage.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=iiMW01wtChc
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--1-25-21---Mayor-de-Blasio-Delays-the-Opening-of-Large-Vaccination-Hubs-Due-to-Vaccine-Shortage.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=iiMW01wtChc
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--1-25-21---Mayor-de-Blasio-Delays-the-Opening-of-Large-Vaccination-Hubs-Due-to-Vaccine-Shortage.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=iiMW01wtChc
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ahdmNgBjLAvYnQ6NWyYLdtgRwPxV2CSeeFKswBu9rJA/edit#gid=2109303475
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PMdPqQZMHBtlmBTu6scfE7mVu44skrXYBqAUe_tMVAA/edit#gid=1924477808
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBG1XabfhNGT-2LohQI91_BQU8Rsm9H0M7_tmzw2RLs/edit#gid=1786321500


Higher Education. She is also a member of the Task Force on Women's Issues and sits on Governor 
Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force. 
 
As a current Assemblymember, District Leader, and Chair of Brooklyn Democratic Party, Rodneyse 
Bichotte has been an outspoken advocate on issues concerning immigration, education, economic 
development, unemployment, education reform, health care access, senior citizen 
centers, affordable housing, school safety, women's and LGBTQ rights, as well as other issues 
affecting the quality of life in the community. 
 

   
Learn more about  

Rodneyse Bichotte by visiting her websites: 
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte 

and www.rodneysebichotte.net  
 

STAY CONNECTED 
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