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 COVID Rent Relief Extension Program Application 
Open Through Monday 

 
Amid Coronavirus Pandemic 

 
State Lifts Orange Zone Restrictions; Federal Government to Provide 

More FEMA Aid; Vaccine Options for NYC Veterans; and more! 
 

NYS Confirmed: 1,374,480 

NYS Deaths: 34,742 

NYC Confirmed: 582,551 

Brooklyn Confirmed: 116,767 
 

RODNEYSE IN THE NEWS 
 

  



• Kings County Politics: Losing Site of the Forest for the 
Tweet. Read more here. 

• The Citizen: NY lawmakers OK bill to alter petition 
schedule, lower signature threshold for 2021 elections. 
Read more here. 

• Caribbean Life: State legislature passes election reform 
bill. Read more here. 

 

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO 
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• This morning, the governor announced that indoor 
dining can resume at 25% capacity as soon as February 
14. Read more here. 

https://www.kingscountypolitics.com/losing-sight-of-the-forest-for-the-tweet/
https://auburnpub.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/ny-lawmakers-ok-bill-to-alter-petition-schedule-lower-signature-threshold-for-2021-elections/article_9023d06e-7d8b-5650-a376-de23cf739eeb.html
https://www.caribbeanlifenews.com/state-legislature-passes-election-reform-bill/
https://twitter.com/ZackFinkNews/status/1355196060642193413?s=20


• Governor Cuomo announced on Wednesday that New 
York State's health care distribution sites 
received 1,304,050 first doses and already administered 
96% of those doses. 

• Delivery of the week 7 allocation from the federal 
government will not begin arriving until the middle 
of this week. Read more here. 

• Due to a drop in COVID-19 cases in orange zone micro 
clusters, the governor announced that restrictions are 
lifted in those areas. 

• The governor said that NYS is talking to health 
officials and stake holders and will announce the 
plan for NYC restaurants by the end of the week. 
Read more here. 

• The governor stated that President Biden announced to 
the National Governors' Association that there will 
be more of the following: 

• Federal Emergency Management Agency aid; 
• National guard; and 
• Federal vaccine purchasing to meet supply shortage 

for 6 months. 
 

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO 
 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-updates-new-yorkers-state-vaccination-program-3
https://www.pix11.com/news/coronavirus/cuomo-restrictions-on-orange-zones-lifted-plans-for-nyc-restaurants-coming-by-end-of-week
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• Mayor de Blasio gave his final State of the City address 
last night. The theme was "A Recovery for All of Us". Read 
more here. 

• The mayor also announced car lanes on two major 
NYC bridges will become bike lanes. Read 
more here. 

• Mayor de Blasio announced that Moderna is increasing 
NYC's COVID-19 vaccine doses by 17,000 next week. 

• According to the mayor, NYC has 
distributed 699,524 doses so far. 

• The mayor stated that NYC is working with faith 
leaders to make sure they and their congregations get 
vaccinated by providing information to reassure New 
Yorkers through: 

• virtual services and town halls; and 

https://youtu.be/o5ySDSlxVkA
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/28/nyregion/bike-brooklyn-bridge-de-blasio.html


• multilingual palm cards, posters, emails and 
newsletters. 

• This effort is to ensure racial equity and empowering 
New Yorkers of color. 

• This week, the mayor stated that NYC will divest $4 
billion from fossil fuels. 

• The mayor said there will be a new plan to give 
community members and precinct councils a direct role in 
selecting NYPD precinct commanders. 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
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• President Biden announced on Tuesday that his 
administration was, "nearing a deal with two 
manufacturers that would 
enable 300 million Americans to have their shots by the 
end of the summer." Read more here. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/26/us/politics/biden-coronavirus-vaccines.html


• The Biden administration is also planning to purchase an 
additional 200 million doses of the COVID-19 vaccine in 
effort to speed up vaccination efforts. Read more here. 

• The South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control announced this week the 
detection of two positive cases of a COVID-
19 variant that first emerged recently in South Africa. 

• These are the first two cases of this variant in the 
United States. Read more here. 

 

GLOBAL NEWS 
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• Hundreds of survivors of the Holocaust were scheduled 
to be vaccinated this week in Austria and Slovakia in 
observance of International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day. Read more here. 

 

NEW YORK STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 

https://www.politico.com/news/2021/01/26/biden-covid-vaccine-purchase-462803
https://scdhec.gov/news-releases/south-carolina-public-health-officials-detect-nations-first-known-cases-covid-19
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/27/world/holocaust-remembrance-vaccines.html
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New York State Attorney General Letitia 
James accused the NYS Department of Health of under 
counting COVID-19 related deaths at nursing homes by as 
much as 50 percent. Read more here. 

 

COVID RENT RELIEF EXTENSION PROGRAM 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/28/nyregion/nursing-home-deaths-cuomo.html


  

The COVID Rent Relief Extension Program application 
period is open through February 1, 2021. The program 
provides eligible households with a one-time rental subsidy 
that will be sent directly to the household’s landlord. 
Applicants will not need to repay this assistance. For more 
information and to apply, visit here. 

 

VACCINES FOR NYC VETERANS 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BVvHJIFBodcsg9oCcMQcVzwcTpLX1EJ4Wlsr886sVJuHM00Ya16sXI5vQJHwRPEQxcairOvnNNFj1je9sN_X1i_t8cBQeyV2Sq8RD194KqPPgOYrImOJbfnZtRqXOXDD7Cj0duSe5S4=&c=EmOxZJXntndDT3H3a4ohAiLr5cDb-awgXUZ-kfYa9I5mKKLSAgh17w==&ch=M5t5F53IbDKVbt2rMAlBbDOcLBR9O8kbrPAqlJizt5bPuHZNhC2scA==
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VA NY Harbor is offering the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 
Vaccine to Veterans 65 years of age or older. To qualify, you 
must be currently enrolled in VA healthcare. Eligible Veterans 
must schedule an appointment by calling (877) 877-9267. 

 

FUTURE OF STEM SCHOLARS INITIATIVE 
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The Future of STEM Scholars Initiative (FOSSI) provides 
scholarships, internships, mentorship and leadership training 
to students majoring in science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) at Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs). The scholarship application is available here, the 
deadline to apply is February 15, 2021. 

 

CASH/IPADS FOR GUNS 
 

https://www.hbcuweek.org/scholarships-and-internships/
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• The Brooklyn District Attorney's office, NY 
Attorney General's Office and the New York City 
Police Department is hosting a no-questions-asked 
gun buyback event this Saturday, January 30 from 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m. at the Bethesda Healing Center in 
Brownsville. 

• No Arrests 
• No ID required 
• No questions asked 

• On top of a cash card, those turning in handguns or 
assault rifles will also receive a free iPad. 

 

UNITED COMMUNITY CENTERS 
FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

 



  



United Community Centers is hosting their food 
distribution event on Saturday, January 30th at 11 
a.m. For more information please call (718) 649-7979. 

 

BROOKLYN DEMS CANDIDATE DEBATE 
 

  

This Sunday, 1/31 at 6pm the Kings County Democratic 
County Committee is hosting a candidate debate, featuring 
candidates from the NYC mayoral, comptroller and Brooklyn 
borough president races. The event will be the first debate of 
the year. Register here. 

 

FIVE BOROUGH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
ALLIANCE 

 

https://tinyurl.com/SignUpBKDebate


  

The Five Borough Chamber Alliance is hosting a NYC 
Comptroller Forum on 2/2 at 6pm. Register here to join 
the event. 

 

http://bit.ly/NYC-Comptroller-Forum


BROOKLYN COVID-19 TESTING SITES 
 



 



Here are the dates and times for NYC Health+Hospitals 
testing sites for the week of January 25 to January 31. To 
find additional testing sites around NYC, visit here. 

 

GROUPS ELIGIBLE FOR THE COVID-19 VACCINE AS 
OF 01/14/2021 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CggZ2gw43UGNKF8YqhqxRX3vs-H9LTjiCuRmdbs56pIxIlE0lnMjT7J-4WXf3ArvVUGBRJqUiXXcdrCG_G2vCnu_tou-laZ83Heqf_3-WtLeW1V5taXfxiI7b_ud3fywnwp1599gUY879hOWdkE1zVTQmWhpWjQRGHhtEW4jdOceTSLR4HHLW7kS-I1leWzqct4cI0CbaNoljCNYlD5Fjg==&c=iwUDs86VBgzQQcsYAROXDWaPPw99pBy-BFuSQgoZ5rxkHGlDoBUn4g==&ch=SuYaos86czJpOv6hDWf_k7xAXqj7oUeDaxM1lVIawqzdYpUUmXwa-Q==


See the list above to determine if you are part of an eligible 
group. To learn more and find out where you can get 
vaccinated click here. 

 

COVID VACCINE SCAM ALERT 
 

  

DON'T FORGET YOUR MASK 
 

http://nyc.gov/covidvaccine


  

MUTUAL AID NYC FOOD RESOURCES 
 



  



Mutual Aid NYC is providing food assistance, resources, and 
other services. To get more information call their hotline at 
which you can call at 646-437-8080. 

 

NYC SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCE NETWORK 
 



  

https://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


The NYC Small Business Resource Network is a unique 
private/public partnership that provides our local businesses 
with the free, personalized guidance they need right now to 
survive the pandemic. If you have a small business, you can 
sign up for this network today. 
 
Once you fill out the brief intake form, you will be matched 
with a business support specialist. Through this program, all 
five borough Chambers of Commerce have specialists 
offering one-on-one support to businesses in their boroughs. 
  
The program is funded by a $2.8 million grant from the New 
York City-based Peter G. Peterson Foundation and supported 
by in-kind contributions from other partners, this 
collaboration, led by the Partnership for New York City, 
the NYC Economic Development Corporation and all 
five Chambers of Commerce, leverages the city’s 
corporate, financial and professional services sectors, as well 
as universities, philanthropies and expert volunteers to help 
small business owners gain access to a range of programs and 
services. 

 

COVID-19 CLUSTER ZONE REMINDERS 
 

RED ZONE 
 

http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/
http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


  

ORANGE ZONE 
 

  

YELLOW ZONE 
 



  

COVID-19 RAPID TESTING BROOKLYN LOCATIONS 
 



  

STOP THE SPREAD 
 



 



WEARING FACE COVERINGS 
 



  



AVOID SCAMS 
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• Notify NYC: Beware of COVID-19 scams! 
• Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can 

also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office by 
filling out a complaint form. 

• NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220. 
• CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience 

this, call 911. 
 

SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJSCiBRxmRarB7T2EK3M0lBVv-ACpF7kmssfF-82rDXVjEEodwnwX_l7JVTdd1kdpLO_utB_XpnVk=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJD5t2hl7DxrWhnf3wYikuzmU9EwlN_I5VWVEaen4JLhqY4C_Fiz8teMT-UBsbZ_IeLThSMnI9pBwVTaCH6-EfZk8mgRimjPk-C_EmxXpFiuc=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce, 
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those 
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking 
additional assistance. The list below will be updated 
frequently. 
 
It has information on the following categories: 

• Employment Resources 
• Food Assistance 
• Health & Medical Assistance 
• Financial Assistance 
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance 
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care 
• Other Assistance 

 
Visit this website for resources. 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/resources/covid-19-services-resources.page


NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want 
to be assessed and get appointment for test (888-364-3065). 
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692). 
 
Volunteer to Support 
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/c
ovid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers. 
 
Free Internet Services: 
Charter is offering free spectrum broadband and WiFi 
access for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or 
college students who do not already have Spectrum 
broadband subscription. To enroll, call 844-488-8395. 
Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now 
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more 
information visit here. 

 

In-District Businesses open/closed provided 
by Flatbush Avenue BID and Church Avenue BID: Visit 
Flatbush Avenue Business Directory here and Church Avenue 
Business directory here. Businesses open/closed list provided 
by Flatbush Development Corporation: Visit Flatbush 
Business Corridor Directory here. Includes businesses located 
in: 

• Cortelyou Road (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.) 
• Coney Island Avenue (Cortelyou Road - Foster Ave.) 
• Newkirk Plaza 
• Newkirk Avenue (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.) 
• Foster Avenue (Coney Island Ave. - Ocean Ave.) 
• Ditmas Park 

 

  

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering 
Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the Chair of the Subcommittee 
on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBEs), and serves on 
the following committees: Housing, Government Operations, Education, Banks, Health, and 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--1-29-21----COVID-Rent-Relief-Extension-Program-Application-Open-Through-Monday.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=9n9wfkE-SKY
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--1-29-21----COVID-Rent-Relief-Extension-Program-Application-Open-Through-Monday.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=9n9wfkE-SKY
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--1-29-21----COVID-Rent-Relief-Extension-Program-Application-Open-Through-Monday.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=9n9wfkE-SKY
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ahdmNgBjLAvYnQ6NWyYLdtgRwPxV2CSeeFKswBu9rJA/edit#gid=2109303475
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PMdPqQZMHBtlmBTu6scfE7mVu44skrXYBqAUe_tMVAA/edit#gid=1924477808
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBG1XabfhNGT-2LohQI91_BQU8Rsm9H0M7_tmzw2RLs/edit#gid=1786321500


Higher Education. She is also a member of the Task Force on Women's Issues and sits on Governor 
Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force. 
 
As a current Assemblymember, District Leader, and Chair of Brooklyn Democratic Party, Rodneyse 
Bichotte has been an outspoken advocate on issues concerning immigration, education, economic 
development, unemployment, education reform, health care access, senior citizen 
centers, affordable housing, school safety, women's and LGBTQ rights, as well as other issues 
affecting the quality of life in the community. 
 

   
Learn more about  

Rodneyse Bichotte by visiting her websites: 
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte 

and www.rodneysebichotte.net  
 

STAY CONNECTED 

      
   

 

 

 

http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte
http://www.rodneysebichotte.net/
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
https://twitter.com/AMBichotte
https://www.instagram.com/rbichotte/
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
https://twitter.com/AMBichotte
https://www.instagram.com/rbichotte/

